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9. Our Mission (3Q 2014—Teachings of Jesus) 

 

Biblical material: Matt. 5:14–16; Luke 24:48, 49; John 20:21; Matt. 28:19, 20; Rev. 

14:6–12; Matt. 24:14. 

 

Quotes 

• The Spirit of Christ is the spirit of missions, and the nearer we get to him the more 

intensely missionary we must become. Henry Martyn 

• The Word of God is not just for domestic consumption; it is also for export. 

William Freel 

• Testimony is not a synonym for autobiography! When we are truly witnessing, we 

are not talking about ourselves but about Christ. John R. W. Stott 

• Evangelism’s highest and ultimate end is not the welfare of men, not even their 

eternal bliss, but the glorification of God. R.B. Kuiper 

• What is the first hypothesis for evangelism? That God is there, and is the kind of 

God that the Bible says he is, and that he has not been silent but has given us 

propositional truth. Francis Schaeffer 

• The gospel is nothing but a frozen asset unless it is communicated. J.B. Phillips 

 

Questions 
 What is our mission? Thinking of Christ and his mission, what can we learn from 

this? In our mission, what are the positives and negatives? What must we never fail to 

emphasize? What is our wider mission before the whole universe? How do we answer the 

charges against God? How are we a spectacle to angels and humanity? 

 

Bible summary 

 Jesus tells us that our mission is to be a light to the world (Matt. 5:14–16), and to 

be witnesses for Jesus (Luke 24:48, 49). Jesus sends us in the same way as he was sent 

(John 20:21). Matt. 28:19, 20 tells us to go into all the world and make disciples for 

Jesus. The three angels’ messages of Rev. 14:6–12 reflect our understanding of our 

mission. “The good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed around the whole world so 

everyone will be able to hear it, and then the end will come.” Matt. 24:14 FBV. 

 

Comment     
 How do we define our mission? It can be said in many ways—but how about this: 

“by speaking the truth in love we ought to grow up in everything into Christ, who is our 

head.” (Ephesians 4:15 FBV). First question—what is the truth? Answer—the truth of 

God, the truth about God. Question: can we speak the truth without love? Answer—only 

by misrepresenting the truth. Question: can we speak in love without the truth? Only by 

distorting the meaning of love so that it is not the truth. And so on. Ultimately it all 

comes back to being witnesses for God, rightly representing him, understanding and 

identifying his character, accepting and agreeing with him—because it makes true sense! 

 Truth. That oh-so-difficult word, that idea of realness, rightness and the absolute 

that is so hard to define. What is truth? asked one famous agent of the original liar, not 

pausing for the answer and unaware that Truth stood right in front of him. 
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“I am the truth.” What did Jesus mean? And what of walking in the truth and abiding in 

the truth and the truth setting us free? 

 Why did Jesus come? So we could see and know and understand the truth. For all 

the lies had blinded us to God, so that we couldn’t see. Because of the way we are, we 

prefer the lies, and believe in them. Isn’t it true that “A lie travels round the world while 

truth is putting her boots on”? But as friend and father, God couldn’t leave it like that. 

For our sakes he had to make sure we understood the difference between truth and lies. 

 This is our mission: to be a spectacle before the whole Universe. To not only 

speak the truth, but live the truth. To not only convince by words, but demonstrate by 

actions.  

 In fact our mission is the same as that of Jesus: to show through our lives and 

experience the kind of person God really is. That we often fail does not negate this idea. 

Our mission is often defined in terms of gaining church members or increasing offerings, 

but this was never Jesus’ focus. He wanted to make sure that God was represented 

through him, because as he was lifted up he drew all to him. Through his self-sacrificing 

love he proved beyond all doubt that God is truly the loving Being he has always been, 

and is the exact opposite of what the Devil has claimed.  

 What convinces us? Is it claims, or is it evidence? Jesus is the evidence of God, 

and we are part of that process of proof. As God is vindicated before the Universe, we 

play our part. Instead of limiting our mission to our own little sphere, let us accept God’s 

mission to represent him in the best way we can—which will have the result of 

convincing others not by words, but by demonstrating that God truly can be trusted! 

 

Ellen White Comments  

 Christ’s mission was to reveal to men that God is not a despot, but a Father, full 

of mercy and love for His children. He spoke of God by the endearing name of “Father.” 

{ST, September 23, 1908} 

 It was the mission of Jesus to reconcile men to God, and thus to one another. {GC 

46} 

 It is no part of Christ’s mission to compel men to receive Him. It is Satan, and 

men actuated by his spirit, who seek to compel the conscience. Under a pretense of zeal 

for righteousness, men who are confederated with evil angels sometimes bring suffering 

upon their fellow men in order to convert them to their ideas of religion; but Christ is 

ever showing mercy, ever seeking to win by the revealing of His love. He can admit no 

rival in the soul, nor accept of partial service; but He desires only voluntary service, the 

willing surrender of the heart under the constraint of love.  {AA 541} 

 Christ exalted the character of God, attributing to him the praise, and giving to 

him the credit, of the whole purpose of his own mission on earth,--to set men right 

through the revelation of God. In Christ was arrayed before men the paternal grace and 

the matchless perfections of the Father. In his prayer just before his crucifixion, he 

declared, “I have manifested thy name.” “I have glorified thee on the earth; I have 

finished the work which thou gavest me to do.” When the object of his mission was 

attained,--the revelation of God to the world,--the Son of God announced that his work 

was accomplished, and that the character of the Father was made manifest to men. {ST, 

January 20, 1890} 
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