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8. The Church (3Q 2014—Teachings of Jesus) 

 

Biblical material: Deut. 32:4; Ps. 28:1; John 17; John 15:1–5; Matt. 7:1–5; Matt. 5:23, 

24; 18:15–18. 

 

Quotes 

• The church is nothing but Christ displayed. William Gurnall 

• The church exists by mission as a fire exists by burning. Emil Brunner 

• The Christian church is not just a ‘doctrine club’. Paul Helm 

• The church should be a community of encouragement. Fred Catherwood 

• Never futile is the work of the church, for it is a product not of the mind of man 

but of the sovereign grace of God. William Hendriksen 

• The real unity of the church must not be organized but exercised. Johannes Lilje 

• The Church is always and everywhere a living people, gathered together from the 

peoples of this world and journeying through the midst of time. The Church is 

essentially en route, on a journey, a pilgrimage. Hans Kung  

• If the Church ever succeeds in doing that big thing, that great thing, that 

unspeakable thing that God purposes that we should do, it can only be when we 

enter into that Divine compassion of the son of God.  John G Lake  

 

Questions 

 How did Jesus define “church”? What is church for? Why are there so many 

different forms of church? How is the church visible different from the church invisible? 

What difference would it make if we didn’t have church? What is God’s relationship to 

the church? What is our relationship to the church? How do we explain “church”? 

 

Bible summary 

  We can place our trust in God the Rock who is faithful (Deut. 32:4). He is the one 

we turn to in prayer (Ps. 28:1). In John 17 Jesus prays for his disciples, that they may be 

one—and we can apply this to the church. He also tells his disciples to remain connected 

to him as the branches do to the vine (John 15:1–5). Jesus tells the people not to judge 

each other, and then goes on to say, “Why do you see the speck that’s in your brother’s 

eye? Don’t you notice the plank that’s in your own eye? How can you say to your 

brother, ‘Let me take out that speck from your eye’ when you have a plank in your own 

eye? You’re being hypocritical! First get rid of the plank that’s in your own eye. Then 

you’ll be able to see clearly to take out the speck from your brother’s eye.” Matt. 7:3–5 

FBV. He also says it is more important to be reconciled to your brother before you 

worship God! (Matt. 5:23, 24). Jesus gives us instructions on how to deal with 

disagreements in the church (Matt.18:15–18). 

 

Comment 

 The “church” means many things. We can take it to refer to a building or an 

organization, an authority or set of teachings. But the most important aspect of church is 

the community of believers. In this way the church reflects the group of people that were 

associated with Jesus—the twelve apostles, the other disciples including the women (some 

of significant means), and the wider group of followers and seekers.  
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 In our thinking we tend to see the organizational structure and the place we worship 

as “church.” But in truth the real church are those followers of Jesus who are bound 

together by ties of love and belief. It is not structure that holds us together, but the sense of 

believers together in Jesus. Consequently we need to focus on those things that are the 

more significant. Jesus said that the world would know us for our love for each other, not 

because of those things we take to be important. 

 Today more than ever in history we are able to share together around the world 

using instant communication tools. We can email and Skype, call and text. We can place 

articles on websites and send instant messages. As a result we can truly “build each other 

up” in ways that were unknown even a few years ago. The church can be “flatter,” less 

hierarchical, because the church can talk to each other, one on one! 

 As a community we need to build. Not to destroy. It’s so easy to destroy. It takes no 

real thought. It takes no love, or caring, or sharing. Just a few words, and you can knife 

your friend in the back. A casual remark, and you can undermine someone’s faith. And in 

going this route, we simply follow the way of the great Destroyer, the Devil himself. 

 God wants to make, create, build. All the Devil wants is to destroy. We are called 

by God to “build up the body of Christ.” That is our commission. But all-too-often we do 

the opposite.  

 Have you ever watched children playing? Like with the building bricks. One takes a 

long time to carefully construct a high tower. Then the other one comes crashing in, and 

knocks the tower to pieces. And how the tears flow from the building creator!! 

 Our role as a community is to focus on Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, and see 

what we can learn from him. See how he deals with the antagonistic destroyers, the cruel 

crucifiers, the rejecting followers of Satan—us! And most of all see how he reveals the 

truth about the Father, the head of our community… 

 

Ellen White Comments 

The church of God, hated and persecuted by the world, are educated and 

disciplined in the school of Christ. They walk in narrow paths on earth; they are purified 

in the furnace of affliction. They follow Christ through sore conflicts; they endure self-

denial and experience bitter disappointments; but their painful experience teaches them 

the guilt and woe of sin, and they look upon it with abhorrence. Being partakers of 

Christ’s sufferings, they are destined to be partakers of His glory. {MB 31} 

Christ’s most favorite theme was the paternal character and abundant love of God. 

The curse of every church today is that men do not adopt Christ’s methods. They think 

they can improve on the rules given in the gospel, and so are free to define them, hoping 

thus to reform the churches and the workmen. Let God be our one Master, our one Lord, 

full of goodness, compassion, and love. {TM 192-3} 

Christ is present in every assembly of the church. He is acquainted with everyone 

connected with His service. He knows those whose hearts He can fill with the holy oil, 

that they may impart it to others. Those who faithfully carry forward the work of Christ 

in our world, representing in word and works the character of God, fulfilling the Lord’s 

purpose for them, are in His sight very precious. Christ takes pleasure in them as a man 

takes pleasure in a well-kept garden and the fragrance of the flowers he has planted.  {AG 

95} 
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