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7. Living Like Christ (3Q 2014—Teachings of Jesus) 

 

Biblical material: Matt. 9:36, Mark 10:21, Luke 10:30–37, Matt. 25:31–46, Luke 6:32–

35, John 15:4–12, John 13:34. 

 

Quotes 

• A Christian’s life should be nothing but a visible representation of Christ. Thomas 

Brooks 

• The Christian’s task is to make the Lord Jesus visible, intelligible, and desirable. 

Len Jones 

• God never gave man a thing to do concerning which it was irreverent to ponder 

how the Son of God would have done it. George MacDonald 

• You and I were created to tell the truth about God by reflecting his likeness. Ian 

Thomas 

• Our lives should be as many sermons upon Christ’s life. John Trapp 

• The more the soul is conformed to Christ, the more confident it will be of its 

interest in Christ. Thomas Brooks 

• It is not great talent that God blesses so much as great likeness to Jesus. Robert 

Murray M’Cheyne 

• We talk about being Christians, which means being like Christ, since we’re 

named after Christ. So what we are supposed to be doing is loving, accepting, and 

helping. We are not to be condemning, controlling, or giving out guilt trips—such 

behavior is totally opposite to the way Jesus lived and acted. If religion took on 

that face—the face of Jesus—then there would be no lack of people who would 

respond. Ben Carson 

 

Questions 

 What is our motivation for “living like Christ”? In what ways should this be 

demonstration rather than declaration? Is living like Christ something we can make 

happen in our lives? How is Jesus our example and how is he our salvation? We are to be 

a spectacle to angels and to men—how? 

 

Bible summary 

 Jesus had compassion on people (Matt. 9:36). It’s recorded that he loved the rich 

young ruler (Mark 10:21).  Jesus gave a picture of the kind of people we are to be in the 

parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30–37). The sheep and the goats (Matt. 25:31–

46) are separated based on what they have done. [Love your enemies, do good to them, 

and lend without expecting to be repaid anything. Then you will receive a great reward, 

and you will be children of the Most High God, for he is kind to ungrateful and wicked 

people.” Luke 6:35 FBV. The vine and the branches (John 15:4–12) illustrate how we 

should live in connection with Jesus. Jesus commands us to love each other (John 13:34). 

 

Comment  

In the “Imitation of Christ” by Thomas à Kempis, the supreme goal is to be 

exactly like Christ as our example. But while we should certainly pay close attention to 

what Jesus said and did, he was not saying that “if I can do it, you can do it.” This 
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salvation by following the example is dangerous as it points us back to our own works, 

and validates our salvation by achievement rather than through the Savior. We are to 

follow the Master, not to try and copy him exactly. And how could we—for he is God? 

While we have the same access to the power of God, are we supposed to mimic the 

ministry of Jesus? This seems close to blasphemy if we are seeking to do this ourselves. 

However there’s no limit to what we can accomplish as we give things over to God, the 

one who gives us the power to think and to do. 

 Our role is to reveal the Savior, not to try and take that role for ourselves. We 

certainly do need to be far more active, demonstrating the truth about God rather than just 

talking about it. But the key element is trust, and trustworthiness. Jesus in the end gave 

up on the miraculous, because it did not bring the thoughtful trust that he wanted. 

Similarly, we are to show in our lives the kind of people we are as a result of our 

experience and trust in God, not because of any great miracles we can point to. The 

confirmation is not because it’s amazing, but because it’s true! 

 The result of our living like Christ will be that others will see this. “You should 

let your light shine before everyone so they can see the good things you do and praise 

your heavenly Father,” says Jesus (Matt. 5:16 FBV). You don’t need to promote 

Christianity when you live it! All too often we think we need some marketing strategy or 

PR approach when it comes to sharing the good news. But the best way to convince 

others is through demonstration, not argument. If we are truly living for Christ, this will 

be seen in the way that we behave and treat others. “Preach the Gospel always, and if 

necessary, use words.” 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 The true child of God will be Christlike; and as he grows in the knowledge of the 

truth, and is sanctified through the truth, he will be more and more like Christ…DG 15} 

 In those who possess it, the religion of Christ will reveal itself as a vitalizing, 

pervading principle, a living, working, spiritual energy. There will be manifest the 

freshness and power and joyousness of perpetual youth. The heart that receives the word 

of God is not as a pool that evaporates, not like a broken cistern that loses its treasure. It 

is like the mountain stream fed by unfailing springs, whose cool, sparkling waters leap 

from rock to rock, refreshing the weary, the thirsty, the heavy laden.  {COL 130} 

 Every one of His children must be like Christ, who lived not to please Himself. 

Symmetry of character we must have in order to stand before the Son of man. The grace 

of God is waiting your demand upon it. If you ask Him, He will give you grace and 

strength as you need it. {DG 169} 

 All who study the life of Christ and practice His teachings will become like 

Christ. Their influence will be like His. They will reveal soundness of character. As they 

walk in the humble path of obedience, doing the will of God, they exert an influence that 

tells for the advancement of the cause of God and the healthful purity of His work. In 

these thoroughly converted souls the world is to have a witness to the sanctifying power 

of truth upon the human character.  {Ev 313} 

 The true seeker, who is striving to be like Jesus in word, life, and character, will 

contemplate his Redeemer and, by beholding, become changed into His image, because 

he longs and prays for the same disposition and mind that was in Christ Jesus. {AG 61} 
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