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4. Salvation (3Q 2014—Teachings of Jesus) 

 

Biblical material: Luke 18:9–14; John 6:44; Luke 15:3–10; Matt. 20:28; John 8:34–36; 

John 6:35, 47–51, John 3:16. 

 

Quotes 

• God gets more out of your salvation than you ever will. David Shepherd  

• The first step in a person’s salvation is knowledge of their sin. Seneca  

• The work of salvation, in its full sense, is (1) about whole human beings, not 

merely souls; (2) about the present, not simply the future; and (3) about what God 

does through us, not merely what God does in and for us. N.T. Wright 

• Christ is not only the Savior but the salvation itself. Matthew Henry 

• All our salvation consists in the manifestation of the nature, life, and Spirit of 

Jesus in our inward new man. William Law 

• If you try to add to God’s salvation you subtract. If you try to merit God’s 

salvation you haven’t believed at all, even if you try to do a little bit. Timothy 

Keller 

• Let us be today’s Christians. Let us not take fright at the boldness of today’s 

church. With Christ’s light let us illuminate even the most hideous caverns of the 

human person: torture, jail, plunder, want, chronic illness. The oppressed must be 

saved, not with a revolutionary salvation, in mere human fashion, but with the 

holy revolution of the Son of Man, who dies on the cross to cleanse God’s image, 

which is soiled in today’s humanity, a humanity so enslaved, so selfish, so sinful.  

Oscar A. Romero 

 

Questions 
 How would you explain what “salvation” means? How does our salvation fit into 

the great controversy? In what way is salvation healing? How did Jesus demonstrate the 

kind of salvation he offered? In order for us to be healed, what needs to happen? How are 

we changed as we are saved? 

 

Bible summary 

  In Luke 18:9–14 Jesus gives the illustration of the Pharisee and the tax collector. 

The one who “went home right in God’s sight” was the tax collector…  Jesus draws all to 

him (John 6:44). The parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin (Luke 15:3–10) shows 

the extent to which God goes to find the lost and bring them home. Jesus came to give his 

life a ransom for many (Matt. 20:28).  Jesus says, “If the Son sets you free, then you’re 

truly free.” John 8:36 FBV.  Jesus is the bread of life (John 6:35, 47–51). “For God loved 

the world, and this is how: he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who trusts in 

him shouldn’t die, but have eternal life.” John 3:16 FBV. 

 

Comment 

 Included in the meaning of salvation are the two ideas of rescue (save) and 

healing (salve). The related words save and salve show that we both need to be taken out 

of our current fatal situation, and we need to be cured of our fatal disease too. Rather like 

a drowning man—he needs to be taken out of the water, and then he needs the water 
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taken out of his lungs! The good news is that in God’s plan, he does both. He both saves 

us from this sinful world, and he cures us of our sin-sickness, which if left untreated 

would inevitably kill us. 

 This is far more than pronouncing we are legally not guilty. Due to our Western 

preoccupation with legal concepts of sin and guilt these are what most people think of 

when we speak about salvation. We speak about imputed righteousness and being 

covered with the blood, yet what Jesus primarily came to do was to heal the sin damage, 

the broken relationship that is at the heart of the problem. So when we speak of salvation, 

remember that in God’s mind it is about healing. Jesus’ life encapsulated this concept, 

demonstrating through all those miracles of healing that God most wants to re-make us in 

his image, to restore us to our former selves, to heal all the sinful brokenness.  

 We seek salvation from our sicknesses when we go to the doctor. We are not 

asking the doctor for forgiveness—what we want is healing. Similarly in our sinful state. 

While we surely are sorry for our action, while we in ourselves crave forgiveness, what 

God most wants to do is to step in as the divine Physician and heal our sinfulness. If we 

understand that our greatest need is healing, we will concentrate on that. Sin is not some 

kind of objective thing, but relational—or the lack of relationship! Only as we understand 

what went wrong in the first place can we understand what God’s salvation really is!  

 Many images that have been used to describe salvation fail to rightly represent 

what is going on. It is God winning us back to love and trust him by the demonstration of 

who he is and how he can heal us. What was the problem we faced as human beings back 

in the beginning? We believed the lies of the Devil and distrusted God and so broke our 

love relationship with him. How does God restore this relationship that is vital for our 

continued existence? By showing the Devil and our parents were totally wrong in their 

rejection of God, most effectively by Jesus’ life and death, showing us the truth about 

God. Once God has regained our trust, then he can heal us—an active intervention that 

restores the image of God in us.   

 In the Old Testament God identifies himself: “I am the Lord, who heals you.” 

Exodus 15:26 NIV. In Luke 8:48 Jesus explains that we are healed by placing our trust in 

him to do just that, and in Luke 7:50 Jesus uses the exact same word to describe 

salvation. Jesus wanted us to understand that salvation is healing. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Many who are now dwelling in the shadow of sin and death, as they see in God's 

faithful servants a reflection of the Light of the world, will realize that they have a hope 

of salvation, and they will open their hearts to receive the healing beams, and will in turn 

become light bearers to others yet in darkness.  {CT 468} 

 But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper purpose than the 

salvation of man. It was not for this alone that Christ came to the earth; it was not merely 

that the inhabitants of this little world might regard the law of God as it should be 

regarded; but it was to vindicate the character of God before the universe. {PP 68} 

 As the Life-giver, He assumed our nature, that He might reveal the character of 

God, and stamp His image on all who would receive Him. He became man that through 

His infinite sacrifice God might receive the homage of the restored race. . . . The science 

of redemption is as high as heaven, and its value is infinite… And the way of salvation 

can be made known only by God.  {7BC 469} 
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