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3. The Holy Spirit (3Q 2014—Teachings of Jesus) 

 

Biblical material: John 14:16–18; 14:26; 15:26; Matt. 12:31, 32; John 16:8; John 3:5–8; 

Luke 11:9–13. 

 

Quotes 

• Every time we say, “I believe in the Holy Spirit,” we mean that we believe that 

there is a living God able and willing to enter human personality and change it. J 

B Phillips 

• The Holy Spirit does his work by making Christ present among us, and Christ can 

do his work on earth only by being present in his Holy Spirit. Regin Prenter 

• We may take it as a rule of the Christian life that the more we are filled with the 

Holy Spirit, the more we shall glorify the Lord Jesus. Frank Gabelein  

• Before Christ sent the church into the world, he sent the Spirit into the church. 

The same order must be observed today. John R. W. Stott 

• The Spirit has his own existence and personal function in the inner life of God 

and the economy of salvation: his task is to bring about the unity of the human 

race in the Body of Christ, but he also imparts to this unity a personal, and hence 

diversified, character. John Meyendorff 

• The Holy Spirit is the heavenly Lover’s engagement ring given to us. Michael 

Green 

• The Holy Spirit is God’s imperative of life. A. W. Tozer 

 

Questions 

 Why do we have a harder time understanding the Holy Spirit in comparison to the 

Father and the Son? What do we see as the primary work of the Holy Spirit? What do we 

learn about God from the Spirit? Our church has not placed much emphasis on the Holy 

Spirit—why is that? How can we better come to know the Spirit? 

 

Bible summary 

 In John 14:16–18 Jesus promises to send the Comforter, the Spirit of truth (see 

also John 14:26; 15:26). He also warns against speaking against the Holy Spirit (Matt. 

12:31, 32).  Jesus says that when the Comforter comes, “When he comes, he will 

convince those in the world that they have wrong ideas regarding sin, what’s right, and 

judgment.” John 16:8 FBV.  We are to be born of the Spirit. (John 3:5–8).  Our Heavenly 

Father is ready to give the Spirit to all who ask (Luke 11:9–13). 

 

Comment  

 The Biblical record indicates that Jesus’ earthly life was intimately connected 

with the Holy Spirit. The Spirit was there at Jesus’ conception, at his baptism, during his 

temptations, and at other times. So: why would Jesus need the Spirit if Jesus is also God?  

 At Jesus’ baptism the Holy Spirit descended like a dove and rested upon him. 

Why? Surely this was for those who were watching. This is so like God—to make sure 

we see and understand what is taking place, so that we will not be confused but clearly 

appreciate the significance of the event. 
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 Scripture says that it was the Spirit who raised Jesus (Romans 8:11). However 

Jesus said he had the ability to lay down his life and to take it up again. Yet in other 

places we’re told it was God who raised Jesus. What does this tell us about God? 

 What does Hebrews 9:14 mean? What was the Holy Spirit doing as the Son 

presented himself as sacrifice to the Father? This may seem rather “mechanistic” to some. 

Perhaps we would better see this verse as yet another demonstration of all members of 

the Godhead working together for our salvation, intimately concerned for the best of all 

created beings, and in the process refuting the Devil’s charges in the great controversy. 

 Jesus’ promise of the Spirit after he left the earth has made people wonder if the 

Spirit had not been present before. Surely the answer is one of extent and magnitude. 

Once Jesus is no longer physically present, the Spirit takes a far more visible role. He 

impresses the need of a change of heart, brings to mind what is needed, and leads into all 

truth. If we recognize this work of the Spirit it is hard to see how he would be involved in 

some forms of Pentecostalism.  

This is the challenge for the Holy Spirit—to convince us of sin, to plead with us 

to respond, and to work the life-giving changes with our permission. Without our 

agreement, the Spirit will not violate our freedom. God allows us our choices, and we all 

must take responsibility for the consequences of those choices. May we follow the Holy 

Spirit as he continues to lead us into all truth, especially the truth about God in contrast to 

the lies of the Devil, and may we be truly inspired as we live our lives as a spectacle to 

the Universe. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Through the agency of the Holy Spirit, a new principle of mental and spiritual 

power was to be brought to man, who, through association with divinity, was to become 

one with God.  {UL 191} 

 But through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, humanity may be a co-worker with 

divinity. {YRP 137}  

 Christ came to this world and stood before men with the hoarded love of eternity. 

The whole ocean of divine love was flowing forth from its great center. The Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit were working in behalf of man. Every power in the heavenly 

universe was put into activity to carry forward the plan of redemption. {RH, January 7, 

1902} 

 We need to realize that the Holy Spirit… is as much a person as God is a 

person… {2SAT 136} 

 Just prior to His leaving His disciples for the heavenly courts, Jesus encouraged 

them with the promise of the Holy Spirit. This promise belongs as much to us as it did to 

them, and yet how rarely it is presented before the people, and its reception spoken of in 

the church. {YRP 308.1} 

 The Lord will enrich the minds of those who are searching for the hidden 

treasures of truth. What promise did our Lord Jesus Christ make to his disciples to furnish 

them with consolation in view of his departure from them? It was the promise of the Holy 

Spirit of God. The divine influence of the Holy Spirit was to co-operate with the human 

mind and bring to their remembrance whatsoever Christ had spoken unto them. The great 

need of this time of peril is the Holy Spirit; for it will bring to the receiver all other 

blessings in its train. {1888 1249-50} 
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