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2. The Son (3Q 2014—Teachings of Jesus) 

 

Biblical material: Matt. 24:30; Dan. 7:13, 14; Matt. 11:27; Luke 5:17–26; John 8:58; 

Matt. 20:28, Mark 10:45. 

 

Quotes 

• The son of God became a man to enable men to become the sons of God. C.S. 

Lewis 

• The most pressing question on the problem of faith is whether a man as a civilized 

being… can believe in the divinity of the Son of God, Jesus Christ, for therein 

rests the whole of our faith. Fyodor Dostoyevsky 

• Jesus Christ is God in the form of man; as completely God as if he were not man; 

as completely man as if he were not God. A.J.F. Behrends 

• Jesus became as like us as God can be. Donald English 

• Hail Son of God, Saviour of Men, thy Name / Shall be the copious matter of my 

Song / Henceforth, and never shall my Harp thy praise / Forget, nor from thy 

Father’s praise disjoin. John Milton 

• If you want to know what God has to say to you, see what Christ was and is. C.H. 

Spurgeon 

 

Questions 

 Why did God’s Son come to earth? How could God become man? If Jesus shows 

us the Father, what are we to learn? What is God saying through “Immanuel”? How are 

we free if we have the Son? How does the Son relate to the other two members of the 

Godhead? If Jesus is our Mediator is he between us and God? 

 

Bible summary 

Matt. 24:30 references the coming of the Son of man on the clouds of heaven 

which fulfills Dan. 7:13, 14.  The Son reveals the Father to whom the Father has 

committed all things (see Matt. 11:27). The story of the healing of the paralyzed man in 

Luke 5:17–26 reveals Jesus’ divinity, especially as he forgives sins.  In John 8:58 FBV 

Jesus says, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was born, I am.”  Jesus came to serve and to 

give his life a ransom for many (see Matt. 20:28 and Mark 10:45). 

 

Comment  
 When Jesus speaks about himself, it’s always in a self-effacing manner as you 

would expect from the God he came to reveal! In fact Jesus takes for himself the 

identifier of the “Son of man,” which at the time really meant “just anybody.” 

 The Aramaic word barnasha was used as a common expression for “a man,” 

mankind generally. If you were going to tell a story that began “there once was a man,” 

you’d say “there once was a barnasha.” Or as the Greek of the New Testament puts it, 

“A certain man…” Just a man, a member of the human race, a human being. That is 

Jesus’ chosen self-identification—eighty times in the gospels Jesus refers to himself by 

that expression: “The Son of man came to search for and to save those who are lost.” 

Luke 19:10 FBV. “The Son of man has nowhere even to lay down his head.” Luke 9:58 

FBV. “Who do people say the Son of man is?” Matt. 16:13 FBV.  
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Barnasha—Jesus is the Son of man. He identifies with us in our humanity. He 

does not claim anything more than being a man among men, a type of the whole race. In 

Hebrew the term is ben adam—son of Adam, and Adam means man. Not only were Cain, 

Abel and Seth “ben adam,” sons of Adam. We too are sons of Adam. Jesus also was a 

son of Adam, a “Son of man.”  

Son of man means man—the Psalmist uses this in his parallelism: “What is man 

that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?” Psalm 8:4 NIV. 

When God speaks to Ezekiel, over and over (in fact 93 times!) he uses the term “son of 

man,” emphasizing man’s feebleness in contrast to God’s greatness. 

So Jesus calls himself Son of man. But though he is human, he is more than just a 

man. Jesus used the title “Son of man” knowingly—for that title also meant a divine 

figure: “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, 

coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into 

his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and 

men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will 

not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.” Daniel 7:13, 14 

NIV.  

The Son of man is reflective of Messianic expectations—and Jesus knows this. 

By using this term in reference to himself Jesus calls attention and invites investigation. 

Through the term Son of man Jesus not only identifies himself as “just a man,” but also 

the apocalyptic Son of man, the future figure of divine intervention. Though Jesus as 

divine Son of man denies the political and nationalistic perversions of messiahship, he 

emphasizes the endtime aspects of the coming of the Son of man: “I also tell you that in 

the future you’ll see the Son of man sitting at the right hand of the Almighty, and coming 

on the clouds of heaven.”  “For the coming of the Son of man will be like the lightning 

that flashes brightly from east to west.” “When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all 

the angels with him, then he will sit on his majestic throne.” Matt 26:64, 24:27, 25:31 

FBV. Jesus is the glorious, divine being; the Messiah, the Son of man. 

Yet—and here is something the disciples just could not understand—this Son of 

man is also a tragic, suffering figure. “Then Jesus started to teach them that the Son of 

man would have to suffer a great deal and would be rejected by the national leaders, chief 

priests, and religious teachers—and be killed, and three days later would rise again.” 

Mark 8:31 FBV. “You know that it’s Passover in two days time, and the Son of man will 

be handed over to be crucified.” Matt. 26:2 FBV. “The Son of man has to suffer greatly 

and be humiliated.” Mark 9:12 FBV. 

The Son of man is not only the glorious, divine being. He is also the suffering 

servant, the man going to his death at the hands of men. That the Son of man should be 

killed was utterly unthinkable. But he was, and by using this title, Jesus summed up the 

whole meaning and purpose of his life and ministry. 

For why did he come? What was his mission? In expressing so many of his 

deeper teachings, Jesus says that he came—the movement of God to us: “The Son of man 

came to search for and save those who are lost.” (Luke 19:10 FBV); “even the Son of 

man did not come to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” 

(Mark 10:45 FBV); “the Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save 

them” (Luke 9:56 KJV). Jesus came for a purpose: “For I came down from heaven not to 

do what I want, but to do what the One who sent me wants.” (John 6:38 FBV).  “He came 
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to his own people, but they didn’t accept him” (John 1:11 FBV), a coming not in terms of 

the terrible judgment of God, but to save us (see John 12:47).  

At the heart of the message of God’s love in Jesus is that the Son of God came to 

us, to show us the way, to tell us, to die for us so that he might save us. He came from 

heaven (John 3:13, 6:38, “from above” John 8:23), he came to earth and fallen humanity. 

That is the greatest truth of the gospel. We do not have to approach God--which is 

impossible in any case. He comes to us. He comes to us where we are. He comes so that 

God may be with us and save us. Jesus says that he came to call sinners to repentance (see 

Luke 5:32). That is the truth of God’s approach to us in the person of Jesus Christ. 

For Jesus himself, though God incarnate, did not seek to have followers because 

of his own personality. He refused to accept anything that was of “hero worship,” only 

accepting the appreciation of the truth that he had come to reveal. Sadly, and all too 

often, such charismatic “teachers” exploit their role, look to be personally revered, and 

seek adulation from their disciples. Jesus would have none of this, and there was no 

beauty that we would desire him, no personal attractiveness that would get in the way of 

a clear appreciation of the truth. God wants only disciples of truth, not for any other 

reason. This was the mission of Jesus: to reveal the nature and character of the Father. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 In His life Jesus of Nazareth differed from all other men. . . . From the beginning 

of His ministry men began more clearly to comprehend the character of God. . . . Christ’s 

mission on earth was to reveal to men that God was not a despot, but a heavenly Father, 

full of love and mercy for His children. {HP 14} 

 When the object of his mission was attained,--the revelation of God to the world,-

-the Son of God announced that his work was accomplished, and that the character of the 

Father was made manifest to men. {ST, January 20, 1890} 

 By coming to dwell with us, Jesus was to reveal God both to men and to angels. 

He was the Word of God,—God’s thought made audible. In His prayer for His disciples 

He says, “I have declared unto them Thy name,”—”merciful and gracious, long-

suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth,”—”that the love wherewith Thou hast 

loved Me may be in them, and I in them.” But not alone for His earthborn children was 

this revelation given. Our little world is the lesson book of the universe. God’s wonderful 

purpose of grace, the mystery of redeeming love, is the theme into which “angels desire 

to look,” and it will be their study throughout endless ages. Both the redeemed and the 

unfallen beings will find in the cross of Christ their science and their song. approach 

unto.  {DA 19-20} 

 In all the gracious deeds that Jesus did, He sought to impress upon men the 

parental, benevolent attributes of God. . . . Jesus would have us understand the love of the 

Father, and He seeks to draw us to Him by presenting His parental grace. He would have 

the whole field of our vision filled with the perfection of God’s character. . . . It was only 

by living among men that He could reveal the mercy, compassion, and love of His 

heavenly Father; for it was only by actions of benevolence that He could set forth the 

grace of God.  Christ came to manifest the love of God to the world, to draw the hearts of 

all men to Himself. . . . {AG 99} 
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