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12. Death and Resurrection (3Q 2014—Teachings of Jesus) 

 

Biblical material: John 11:11, 25; John 1:1–4; Luke 8:54, 55; John 5:28, 29; Matt. 5:22, 

29; John 11:38–44. 

 

Quotes 

• Death and what is beyond will show who is wise and who is a fool. William S. 

Plumer 

• If one does away with the fact of the Resurrection, one also does away with the 

Cross, for both stand and fall together, and one would then have to find a new 

center for the whole message of the gospel. Hans Urs von Balthasar 

• The resurrection completes the inauguration of God’s kingdom. . . . It is the 

decisive event demonstrating that God’s kingdom really has been launched on 

earth as it is in heaven. N.T. Wright 

• If Jesus rose from the dead, then you have to accept all that he said; if he didn’t 

rise from the dead, then why worry about any of what he said? The issue on 

which everything hangs is not whether or not you like his teaching but whether or 

not he rose from the dead. Timothy Keller 

• For me the most radical demand of Christian faith lies in summoning the courage 

to say yes to the present risenness of Jesus Christ. Brennan Manning 

 

Questions 

 Why is Jesus’ death and resurrection so important? Wasn’t his teaching enough? 

Why did Jesus explain to his disciples what was coming? What does Jesus’ resurrection 

mean for us? How can we best explain the meaning of Jesus’ death and resurrection? 

What would the gospels have been if these final chapters were missing? 

 

Bible summary 

  In John 11:11 Jesus explains to his disciples that Lazarus has died, but that he will 

go and resurrect him. Later in the same chapter Jesus tells Martha “I am the resurrection 

and the life. Those who trust in me will live, even though they die.” John 11:25 FBV. The 

Word as Creator is affirmed in John 1:1–4. Jesus brings a little girl back to life in Luke 

8:54, 55.  Jesus says that all will be resurrected (John 5:28, 29), some to eternal life and 

some to condemnation. Jesus speaks of future judgment in Matt. 5:22, 29. The 

resurrection of Lazarus is recorded in John 11:38–44. 

 

Comment 

 Jesus spoke often of death and resurrection, to prepare his disciples for what was 

coming, and to reveal God’s plan for all who would trust in him—salvation in the 

present, and life beyond the grave. The Cross is the fullest demonstration of the lengths 

that God was willing to go to win us back to himself. 

In London’s National Gallery you can find many representations of Christ on the 

Cross. Altar pieces, miniatures, great panoramas: all depicting this central event of 

Christianity. As I considered one particularly sentimental portrayal, I heard one bystander 

remark to his friend: 

 “It’s all very moving, but why did he do it? Why did Christ die? What was it for?” 
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 To which came the swift reply: “Oh, it’s just like the pagan sacrifices. This was 

the blood payment of guilt to appease an angry god.” 

 Overcoming my native British reserve, I ventured to suggest that on the contrary 

it was God dying there on the cross, and that by doing this God as Jesus was the Answer. 

 To which I received the dismissive reply that “If Jesus is the Answer, I don’t 

understand the Question,” as the two moved off, giggling. 

 Sad—but people still don’t see it. They look to the cross with admiration for 

many reasons: as a magic formula to gain credit with God, as a talisman to ward off evil 

spirits, even as a lucky charm to be worn around the neck. They miss the whole point—

and even Christians have got the Answer wrong! In our explanations of the Atonement 

we need to make sure that we do not misrepresent this most wonderful demonstration of 

the love of God. 

 When it comes to the resurrection, it has always been hard for some to accept the 

truth of such a proposition. It’s not hard to believe in the death of Jesus, since death is the 

ultimate end of all of us. But the gospel message preached by the apostles was the 

amazing news that Jesus had risen from the dead! Without the resurrection, as Paul says, 

our faith is in vain. The resurrection is the ultimate proof-that Jesus is truly God, and that 

he has gained the victory over death and the grave. The great good news is that Jesus 

lives, and that he can save, heal and resurrect all those who trust in him.  

 

Comment 2 

Unless we understand what God was showing us on the cross, then we shall never 

understand him and his true nature. The cross is the divine answer to all the criticisms, 

charges, and misrepresentations that have been hurled at God down through the ages. 

God’s truth is there. He, the Life of all, our Lord and Savior, did not arrange the manner 

of his own death lest he should seem to be afraid of some other kind. No. He accepted 

and bore upon the cross a death inflicted by others, and those other his special enemies, a 

death which to them was supremely terrible and by no means to be faced; and he did this 

in order that, by destroying even this death, he might himself be believed to be the Life, 

and the power of death be recognized as finally annulled. A marvelous and mighty 

paradox has thus occurred, for the death which they thought to inflict on him as dishonor 

and disgrace has become the glorious monument to death’s defeat. St. Athanasius of 

Alexandria c.296-373. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 In the gospel of the death and resurrection of Christ, and the resurrection of the 

dead, life and immortality are brought to light, and the kingdom of Heaven is thrown 

open to all believers.  {3SP 74} 

 Had He not by His death and resurrection opened for us the door of hope, we 

should have known nothing but the horrors of darkness and the miseries of despair. In our 

present state, favored and blessed as we are, we cannot realize from what depths we have 

been rescued. {5T 316} 

They [the disciples] reasoned from scripture, as Jesus had done with them, 

showing how every specification of prophecy relating to the first advent of Christ had 

been fulfilled in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. {3SP 234} 
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