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10. The Law of God (3Q 2014—Teachings of Jesus) 

 

Biblical material: Matt. 5:17–19, 5:21–44, Mark 7:9–13, Matt. 19:16–22, John 14:15. 

 

Quotes 

• People make excuses for not keeping the law of God, which is proof how deeply 

they believe in the law. C.S. Lewis 

• The surest evidence of our love to Christ is obedience to the laws of Christ… 

Love is the root, obedience is the fruit. Matthew Henry 

• The law discovers the disease. The gospel gives the remedy. Martin Luther 

• He who really, and in good faith, preaches the cross, never opposes the preaching 

of law. W.G.T. Shedd 

• The law demands what it cannot give; grace gives all it demands. Blaise Pascal 

 

Questions 

 Why do we keep on coming back to “the Law”? In what way did Jesus expand the 

Law of God in the mind of his hearers? How was Jesus’ attitude to the Law different? 

Why did Jesus shock those who thought they were following the Law of God? How can 

we best explain God’s Law to people of our time? 

 

Bible summary 

Jesus explained that he had come to fulfill the law (Matt. 5:17–19).  Taking 

various commands from the Law (see Matt. 5:21–44) Jesus showed how real obedience 

was far deeper.  He also showed how the law was set aside when convenient (Mark 7:9–

13). In his dialogue with the rich young ruler (Matt. 19:16–22) Jesus showed that mere 

legal observance was not what God was looking for. “If you love me, you will keep my 

commands,” says Jesus. John 14:15 FBV. 

 

Comment  
Jesus’ position regarding the law is summed up in his statements made during the 

Sermon on the Mount: “you have heard it said, but I say to you.” Not rejecting the Law, 

Jesus expands it to look at the heart—for it’s not what we do, but the thought that is 

behind it. So many times Jesus turns what we expect upside-down. As he tries to explain 

the meaning and values of his kingdom he uses stories that stand “conventional wisdom” 

on its head. Baffling, intriguing, shocking, surprising, never routine, always memorable, 

the stories stand out. By their very unusual character they help us see and understand the 

real nature of the spiritual world.  

Jesus challenges us to look again at what we think we know, and make us 

recognize that our assumptions, especially about God and the way he works, are usually 

wrong. Jesus tells reversal stories: stories that are the opposite of what you would expect, 

told perhaps with irony or humor or dramatic license. So as Jesus told these stories that 

reverse our ideas and concepts, perhaps we should first of all recognize that through these 

stories of the unusual, we are being asked to look not for parallels and allegories, but for 

the central point that we so often ignore: God is looking for people who choose to do 

what is right because it is right, not from a sense of obligation or legality. 
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In Galatians Paul makes the position regarding the Law very clear: “What was the 

point of the law, then? It was added to show what wrongdoing really is, until the son 

came to whom the promise had been made… The only way we can receive God’s 

promises is by trusting in Jesus Christ. Before we trusted in Jesus we remained in the 

custody of the law until this way of trusting was revealed. The law was our guardian until 

Christ came, so that we could be made right by trusting him.” Gal. 3:19, 22-24 FBV. 

Christ is not the abolisher of the law; he is the fulfillment of the law. What was 

the point of the law, then?” Paul asks. “It was added…” Paul in Romans makes it clear 

that the law is good, but it cannot save. The law is an expression of God’s character, and 

shows us what is good and true and right. But it is only God who can save! In other 

words, it’s only because of sin and evil that God sets out the law in the way he does. It is 

an answer, a help, to the problem of evil. It helps define the truth and right, but the law in 

and of itself does not make us good. 

 Jesus came on behalf of the Father to show us the Father (John 12:44, 49; 14:6). 

Jesus says that God’s commands lead to eternal life (John 12:50). But because God had been 

so badly misrepresented, most people viewed God as hostile and vengeful, someone to be 

feared rather than loved. It was to remove such ideas and the spirit of legality in relating to 

God that Jesus came. He showed that God truly loves us, that the relationship he seeks is not 

one based on law and contract but on love and friendship. This is not to dispense with the 

law of God (as Jesus himself said), but to show that obedience to the law from a sense of 

obligation does not bring us any closer to God. God is looking for a true relationship based 

on truth, goodness, and love—and his law reflects that in all its fullness. 

  

Ellen White Comments 

 At a very early age, Jesus had begun to act for Himself in the formation of His 

character… But the influence of the rabbis made His life a bitter one. Even in His youth 

He had to learn the hard lesson of silence and patient endurance. His brothers, as the sons 

of Joseph were called, sided with the rabbis. They insisted that the traditions must be 

heeded, as if they were the requirements of God. They even regarded the precepts of men 

more highly than the word of God, and they were greatly annoyed at the clear penetration 

of Jesus in distinguishing between the false and the true. His strict obedience to the law 

of God they condemned as stubbornness. {DA 86.2} 

The law of Jehovah was burdened with needless exactions and traditions, and God 

was represented as severe, exacting, revengeful, and arbitrary. He was pictured as one 

who could take pleasure in the sufferings of his creatures. The very attributes that 

belonged to the character of Satan, the evil one represented as belonging to the character 

of God. Jesus came to teach men of the Father, to correctly represent him before the 

fallen children of earth. Angels could not fully portray the character of God, but Christ, 

who was a living impersonation of God, could not fail to accomplish the work. The only 

way in which he could set and keep men right was to make himself visible and familiar to 

their eyes. {ST, January 20, 1890} 

 But in heaven, service is not rendered in the spirit of legality. When Satan 

rebelled against the law of Jehovah, the thought that there was a law came to the angels 

almost as an awakening to something unthought of. In their ministry the angels are not as 

servants, but as sons. There is perfect unity between them and their Creator. Obedience is 

to them no drudgery. Love for God makes their service a joy. {MB 109} 
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