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1. Our Loving Heavenly Father (3Q 2014—Teachings of Jesus) 

 

Biblical material: Matt. 7:9–11, John 14:8–10, Luke 15:11–24, Matt. 6:25–34, Heb. 

9:14, 1 John 3:1. 

 

Quotes 

• Whatever you do, begin with God. Matthew Henry 

• God’s love for sinners is very wonderful, but God’s patience with ill-natured 

saints is a deeper mystery. Henry Drummond 

• ‘God so loved the world that he gave…’! And the giving—with Calvary at its 

heart, was not a trickle but a torrent. Paul S. Rees 

• God did not make us because he stood to gain for the making. He made us out of 

sheer love. T.G. Jalland 

• God knows us altogether and cares for us in spite of that knowledge. J. Charles 

Stern 

• The child asks of the Father whom he knows. Thus, the essence of Christian 

prayer is not general adoration, but definite, concrete petition. The right way to 

approach God is to stretch out our hands and ask of One who we know has the 

heart of a Father. Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

• Father! - to God himself we cannot give a holier name. William Wordsworth 

 

Questions 
 Why is it so important to see God as our loving Father, longing to do us good? 

Why have we had such a poor picture of our Heavenly Father? How does Jesus who 

came to show us the Father change the way we understand God? What changes in our 

theology when we understand God is friendly and not hostile? 

 

Bible summary 

Jesus explains that if we know how to do good to our children, how much more 

willing is our Father in heaven to give us good gifts (see Matt. 7:9–11). “Philip said, 

‘Lord, show us the Father, and we’ll be convinced.’Jesus replied, ‘Have I been with you 

such a long time, Philip, and yet you still don’t know me? Anyone who has seen me has 

seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? Don’t you believe that I live in 

the Father and the Father lives in me? The words I speak are not mine; it’s the Father 

living in me who is doing his work.’” John 14:8–10 FBV.  

 We call Jesus’ story in Luke 15:11–24 the Parable of the Prodigal Son. But in 

truth it is the Parable of the Loving Father, for it shows just how much God the Father 

loves us.  In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus explains how our Heavenly Father feeds the 

birds and clothes the flowers, and how he will look after all our needs (see Matt. 6:25–

34).  Jesus came not to persuade the Father to love us, but because of the Father’s love 

(see John 3:16, Heb. 9:14).  “Look at the amazing kind of love the Father has for us! This 

means we can be called God’s children—for that’s who we are!” 1 John 3:1 FBV. 

 

Comment   
 Accepting that our Heavenly Father truly loves us and wants the very best for us 

is surely one of the most important spiritual truths. The tragedy is that the Father has been 
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so often maligned and misrepresented that most are very ambivalent to the Father, seeing 

him as hostile and severe, a God who may speak words of love but who is also angry and 

punitive. 

 Jesus’ mission was to reveal the truth about God to the world so that we would 

wish to come back to our loving Heavenly Father and be saved. He spent his time 

showing us who God really is in contrast to the lies of the Devil. Through his acts of 

healing he reveals in a very practical way the nature of the Father. Through his teaching 

he explains the truth about God and his Kingdom.  

 Why do we have such a distorted picture of God? Because we have bought into 

the lies of the Devil, and see God as an enemy. But Jesus comes to show us that God is 

truly our loving Father who wants to save us from our fatal situation and heal us from our 

sin sickness.  

 Theologian Paul Tillich writes, “Although mankind is not strange to God, it is 

estranged from Him. Although mankind is never without God, it perverts the picture of 

God. Although mankind is never without the knowledge of God, it is ignorant of God. 

Mankind is separated from its origin; it lives under a law of wrath and frustration, of 

tragedy and sell-destruction, because it produces one distorted image of God after 

another, and adores those images.” 

 The tragedy is that we adore false pictures of our Heavenly Father! Instead of 

accepting the truth that he is as Jesus revealed, we seem to prefer a distant God or a legal 

God or even a punitive God! Much of what we have to learn about God is to reject the 

false ideas that the Devil has sown like tares in the wheat. It is in unlearning wrong 

pictures of God that we begin to see the true God. As our false God concepts are stripped 

away, our vision of our Heavenly Father begins to appear like someone in the mist who 

becomes clearer and clearer as the wind blows the mist away. 

 One time I was walking through the British Museum looking at the many things 

from ancient times.  Suddenly, as I turned a corner I came face to face with a horrible sight!  

A being was starting down at me with a severe, condemning look in his eyes.  An ancient 

“god” called the Judge of Hell.  He was glaring at me with a green face and an angry 

expression of hate in his face.  A real shock! 

 When I looked at the name tag I found he was the one charged with bringing the 

case for the prosecution, the one who condemned the wicked to their final end in some kind 

of torturing hell.  But this was “god.”  I began to think of how we picture God, and of what 

that means.  For if God is really like that awful green threatening face, then I don’t want to 

know him.  I’d rather stay as far as possible from him and never ever get near such an 

enemy! 

 What has happened is that the Devil has taken his demonic face mask and put this 

mask of evil over God’s face. He has charged God the Father with many “crimes.” Here’s a 

partial list: Arbitrary. Severe. Harsh. Exacting. Selfish. Unforgiving. Self-exalting. 

Inflexible. Unsympathetic. Revengeful. Stern. Cruel. Unjust. Unmerciful. The only way 

God can respond is to demonstrate that these charges are not true. Through his actions he 

proves that these are lies, and that he is not the kind of person the Devil has said he is. 

 

Ellen White Comments  

 Why is it that our hearts have been so insensible to the love of God? Why have 

we had so hard a judgment of our Heavenly Father? From the light that God has given 
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me, I know that Satan has misrepresented our God in every possible way. He has cast his 

hellish shadow athwart our pathway, that we might not discern our God as a God of 

mercy, compassion, and truth. This is why the iron has entered into our souls. Then we 

have talked of the darkness that the evil one has cast upon us, and we have bemoaned our 

condition; and in so doing, we have only spread the shadow over other souls, and that 

which has injured us was an injury to them. As we have uttered our words of unbelief, 

others have been enshrouded in darkness and doubt. We cannot afford to do this work. 

We thus put our kind Heavenly Father in a false light. All this should change. We must 

gather up the rays of divine truth, and let our light shine upon the darkened pathway of 

others. Heaven’s light shines for those who will follow Christ, the light of the world. He 

says, “He that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.”  

{RH, February 26, 1889} 

 We dishonor God when we think of him only as a judge ready to pass sentence 

upon us, and forget that he is a loving Father. The whole spiritual life is molded by our 

conceptions of God; and if we cherish erroneous views of his character, our souls will 

sustain injury. We should see in God one who yearns toward the children of men, longing 

to do them good. He gave his only begotten Son that whosoever believeth on him should 

not perish, but have everlasting life. All through the Scriptures, God is represented as one 

who calls, woos by his tender love, the hearts of his erring children. No earthly parent 

could be as patient with the faults and mistakes of their children as is God with those he 

seeks to save. No one could plead more tenderly with the transgressor. No human lips 

ever poured out more tender entreaty to the wanderer than does he. O shall we not love 

God, and show our love by humble obedience? Let us have a care for our thoughts, our 

experiences, our attitude toward God; for all his promises are but the breathings of 

unutterable love.  {RH, January 14, 1890} 

 Who is Christ?--He is the only begotten Son of the living God. He is to the Father 

as a word that expresses the thought,--as a thought made audible. Christ is the word of 

God. Christ said to Philip, “He that hath seen me, hath seen the Father.” His words were 

the echo of God’s words. Christ was the likeness of God, the brightness of His glory, the 

express image of His person. As a personal being, God has revealed Himself in His Son. 

{SD 21} 

 The enemy of good blinded the minds of men, so that they looked upon God with 

fear; they thought of Him as severe and unforgiving. Satan led men to conceive of God as 

a being whose chief attribute is stern justice,--one who is a severe judge, a harsh, exacting 

creditor. He pictured the Creator as a being who is watching with jealous eye to discern 

the errors and mistakes of men, that He may visit judgments upon them. It was to remove 

this dark shadow, by revealing to the world the infinite love of God, that Jesus came to 

live among men. 

 The Son of God came from heaven to make manifest the Father. “No man hath 

seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath 

declared Him.” John 1:18. “Neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to 

whomsoever the Son will reveal Him.” Matthew 11:27. When one of the disciples made 

the request, “Show us the Father,” Jesus answered, “Have I been so long time with you, 

and yet hast thou not known Me, Philip? He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father; and 

how sayest thou then, Show us the Father?” John 14:8, 9.  {SC 10-11} 
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