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8. The Impact of Tithing (1Q 2018—Stewardship: Motives of the Heart) 

 

Biblical material: Mark 16:15; 1 Pet. 3:8, 9; 1 Cor. 9:13, 14; Rom. 3:19–24. 

 

Quotes 

• Giving a tenth is nothing to brag about. Samuel Chadwick 

• Perhaps the tithe can be a beginning way to acknowledge God as the owner of all 

things, but it is only a beginning and not an ending. Richard J. Foster 

• The use of our possessions shows us up for what we actually are. Charles 

Caldwell Ryrie 

• Whatever we part with for God’s sake shall be made up to us in kind or kindness. 

Matthew Henry 

• Are you giving God what’s right, or what’s left? Anon. 

• Self often stands concealed in the shadows of the unconscious. E. Stanley Jones  

• Deliver me, O Lord, from that evil man, myself. Thomas Brooks 

 

Questions 

 Why is tithe singled out for emphasis? Is it something that we should often focus 

on, as the church organization seems to do? How can we best approach this sensitive 

subject? In what ways does the subject of Christian giving relate to our human nature? 

How do we show that we are not selfish people—to ourselves even more than to others? 

 

Bible summary 

  Mark 16:15 is Mark’s version of the divine commission to preach the gospel to all 

the world. “Finally, you should all have the same attitude. Be sympathetic and love each 

other. Be compassionate, and humble. Don’t pay back evil for evil, or retaliate when 

you’re abused, instead you should give a blessing—because that’s what you were called 

to do, so you could gain a blessing yourself.” 1 Pet. 3:8, 9 FBV.  Preachers of the gospel 

should be supported in the same way that priests were, says Paul (1 Cor. 9:13, 14). Rom. 

3:19–24 defines the gospel. Note particularly: “Yet through the free gift of his grace God 

makes us right through Christ Jesus who sets us free. God openly presented Jesus as the 

gift that brings peace to those trusting in him.” Rom. 3:24. 25 FBV. 

 

Comment 

What is the tithe for? Surely not for God, as everything is his in the first place. Is 

it then only for the maintenance of the church and the payment of pastors? Or is there 

something far deeper that God is looking for? 

While all too often appeals for tithe-paying can end up in a self-serving focus for 

the church, God wants something more than cash! His call for tithes and offerings is to 

strike at one of our deepest problems. Not just our love of money, but to prove that we 

are not selfish human beings. 

We all tend to measure our success and security by the size of our bank balance. 

But God knows that our reliance on money can be a terrible curse. The rich young ruler 

that spoke to Jesus clearly estimated himself by his wealth. In addition, people of the time 

equated wealth with God’s blessing. To make himself poor would have been to say that 

he was not blessed by God. This is why Jesus told him to get rid of his possessions. They 
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were in the way of a relationship with him. God does not call on us all to do as Jesus 

directed the rich young ruler. But he does call on us to show that money is not central in 

our lives, and that we are willing to give.  

In the Great Controversy Satan accused God of selfishness, of imposing 

requirements on his created beings that he was not willing to do himself. Satan clothed 

God with his own selfish character. In fact, selfishness is at the heart of Satan’s rebellion 

against our gracious and self-giving God. 

So how do we show we are not on Satan’s side in the Great Controversy? By 

proving to ourselves and the universe that we are not self-serving, that self is not number 

one in our lives. Giving to good causes is just a part of that. 

The most important part of this lesson is therefore not the specifics, but the spirit 

in which we share what God has blessed us with. We are also called on to be responsible 

in our giving, making sure that what we give is used to the best advantage in the 

spreading of the good news. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

  The great work for the salvation of souls must be carried forward. In the tithe, 

with gifts and offerings, He has made provision for this work. Thus He intends that the 

ministry of the gospel shall be sustained. He claims the tithe as His own, and it should 

ever be regarded as a sacred reserve, to be placed in His treasury for the benefit of His 

cause. He asks also for our free-will gifts and offerings of gratitude. All are to be devoted 

to the sending of the gospel unto the uttermost parts of the earth.  {COL 300}   

  Let each regularly examine his income, which is all a blessing from God, and set 

apart the tithe as a separate fund, to be sacredly the Lord's. This fund should not in any 

case be devoted to any other use; it is to be devoted solely to support the ministry of the 

gospel. After the tithe is set apart, let gifts and offering be apportioned, "as God hath 

prospered" you.-- Review and Herald, May 9, 1893.  {CSW 129} 

 Some cases have been kept before me for years, and I have supplied their needs 

from the tithe, as God has instructed me to do. And if any person shall say to me, Sister 

White, will you appropriate my tithe where you know it is most needed, I shall say, Yes, I 

will; and I have done so. I commend those sisters who have placed their tithe where it is 

most needed to help to do a work that is being left undone. {2MR 100}  

 Where I see workers in this cause that have been true and loyal to the work, who 

are left to suffer, it is my duty to speak in their behalf. If this does not move the brethren 

to help them, then I must help them, even if I am obliged to use a portion of my tithe in 

doing so. (Quoted in W. C. White, "Regarding the Use of the Tithe,"Unpublished 

manuscript, DF 384, EGWRC-GC, [ca. 1932]).  

 I will feel it my duty to create a fund from my tithe money, to pay these women 

who are accomplishing just as essential work as the ministers are doing, and this tithe I 

will reserve for work in the same line as that of the ministers, hunting for souls, fishing 

for souls. I know that the faithful women should be paid wages as is considered 

proportionate to the pay received by ministers. They carry the burden of souls, and should 

not be treated unjustly. These sisters are giving their time to educating those newly come 

to the faith and hire their own work done, and pay those who work for them. All these 

things must be adjusted and set in order, and justice be done to all.--Letter 137, 1898, p. 

9. (To "Dear Brothers Irwin, Evans, Smith, and Jones," April 21, 1898.)  {5MR 29}    
Prepared September 17, 2017 © Jonathan Gallagher 2017 


