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6. The Marks of a Steward (1Q 2018—Stewardship: Motives of the Heart) 

 

Biblical material: Heb. 11:8–12; Rom. 4:13, 18–21; Matt. 6:24; Heb. 9:14; 1 John 5:2, 

3; Luke 16:10–12; 1 Corinthians 4:1, 2. 

 

Quotes 

• I want to be a good steward and make sure what’s in my heart is what God wants, 

and then once it’s done and released, at that point it’s up to God and what he does 

on the back end. Lauren Daigle 

• We should conceive of ourselves not as rulers of Earth, but as highly powerful, 

conscious stewards: The Earth is given to us in trust, and we can screw it up or 

make it work well and sustainably. Kim Stanley Robinson 

• ‘Economics for Everybody’ begins with understanding God’s principles for 

organizing His creation and what that means for us as creatures and stewards. R. 

C. Sproul 

• If God was the owner, I was the manager. I needed to adopt a steward’s mentality 

toward the assets He had entrusted—not given—to me. A steward manages assets 

for the owner’s benefit. The steward carries no sense of entitlement to the assets 

he manages. It’s his job to find out what the owner wants done with his assets, 

then carry out his will. Randy Alcorn 

• I think we may safely trust a good deal more than we do. Henry David Thoreau 

• To be trusted is a greater compliment than to be loved. George Macdonald 

• Faith is no irresponsible shot in the dark.  It is a responsible trust in God, who 

knows the desires of your hearts, the dreams you are given, and the goals you 

have set.  He will guide your paths right. Robert Schuller 

 

Questions 

 What is the essential qualification for a steward? How is trust demonstrated? In 

what ways does trust summarize our relationship with God? How do we choose who we 

can trust? If you were asking for someone to care for your child, for example, what would 

you want to know about them? How do we know God is trustworthy? 

 

Bible summary 

Heb. 11:8–12 gives the story of Abraham, who first received the promise, and 

then his heirs who continued as stewards of the promise. Rom. 4:13, 18-21 picks up the 

story of Abraham again, making the point that it was because of his faithful trust in God, 

believing that God could do as he promised. “No one can serve two masters,” says Jesus 

(Matt. 6:24). We serve the living God (Heb. 9:14); we love him and follow his commands 

(1 John 5:2, 3). We have to demonstrate that we can be trusted with what God gives us 

(Luke 16:10–12), also 1 Corinthians 4:1, 2.  

 

Comment  
  Trust. That’s the word at the heart of this week’s lesson. For if stewards are not 

trustworthy, they are no stewards at all. So how do we give proof that we can be trusted? 

For us to trust someone we have to know them well. Before we lend someone 

money we like to know that we'll get our money back! We want to know something 
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about that person so that we can have confidence in them. And how do we develop that 

trust?  By getting to know them, spending time with them, watching how they behave. 

 For God needs to be able to trust us. Are we trustworthy? Are we good stewards 

of what God has entrusted to us? 

A crisis of trust to illustrate our human problem is that of Peter recorded in Luke 

22:33-34.  Peter is ready. He is completely confident.  Not so much in God, but in 

himself. He can do it.  He's not scared. “I'll go all the way for you, Lord.  I can take it.  

You can count on me.” But with sad eyes Jesus looks back at Peter and predicts his crisis 

of trust, his betrayal. And it happens... It takes time for Peter to prove he has regained his 

trust in Jesus. 

Then what about God? Do we believe he is trustworthy? He wants to win back 

our trust, and so all the Bible is a record of how he acts and behaves; details of the 

reasons why we can confidently trust him.  Above all else, Jesus, the God who came to 

us, is the demonstration that we can have complete and total trust in him.  By his life and 

death he illustrates the truth, laying bare the Devil’s lie; and shows us that the God of the 

still small voice is right, and we can trust in him. 

Faith is a risk.  This is what trusting means.  We have evidence enough to 

convince us that we can truly trust God, but we must exercise our trust. This requires 

definite action.  It is not enough just to believe.  We have to trust God, and let him do his 

work in us.  Otherwise we do not trust, we do not let go, and God cannot help us.   

 We need to be able to trust. Or to use a religious word, we must have faith. Faith 

in God is reasonable, and based on evidence. That’s what God wants—not some blind 

unthinking faith that can lead us to some completely mistaken ideas about himself. 

When the crisis of trust comes, listen to the gentle whisper, the still small voice, 

and do as he says.  Only then will we truly trust God, and only then will we have the 

victory, God and us. 

 That’s what Jesus came to demonstrate personally—that God can be trusted: 

completely and fully. There is no doubt! And that’s what we have to discover in our own 

experience: that we can place ourselves in God’s hands without any doubts at all. It’s all 

a question of trust.   

 

Ellen White Comments 

 We are to be faithful, trustworthy subjects of the kingdom of Christ, that those 

who are worldly wise may have a true representation of the riches, the goodness, the 

mercy, the tenderness, and the courtesy of the citizens of the kingdom of God. {RH, 

October 24, 1907 par. 11} 

  Trustworthiness in your place and calling, a willingness to deny self for the 

purpose of benefiting others, will bring peace of mind and the favor of God. {4T 353}   

 Those who are placed in positions of trust, will be subjected to different tests, that 

their loyalty and trustworthiness may be proved by their course of action. {ST, May 25, 

1888 par. 4}   

 God is true. God is trustworthy. He speaks to men, and moves upon human 

hearts. {17MR 201}  
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