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5. Stewards After Eden (1Q 2018—Stewardship: Motives of the Heart) 

 

Biblical material: Isa. 22:14–18; 1 Cor. 4:1, 2; Col. 2:2, 3; Eph. 6:13–17; 2 Cor. 5:10; 1 

Thess. 2:4. 

 

Quotes 

• Stewardship is what a man does after he says, ‘I believe.’ W.H. Greaves 

• We make the world we live in and shape our own environment. Orison Swett 

Marden  

• The whole earth is a living icon of the face of God. … I do not worship matter. I 

worship the Creator of matter who became matter for my sake, who willed to take 

His abode in matter, who worked out my salvation through matter. Never will I 

cease honoring the matter which wrought my salvation! I honor it, but not as God. 

Because of this I salute all remaining matter with reverence, because God has 

filled it with his grace and power. Through it my salvation has come to me. John 

of Damascus 

• Love all of God’s creation, the whole of it and every grain of sand. Love every 

leaf, every ray of God’s light! Love the animals, love the plants, love everything. 

If you love everything, you will soon perceive the divine mystery in things. Once 

you perceive it, you will begin to comprehend it better every day. And you will 

come at last to love the whole world with an all-embracing love. Fydor 

Doestoyevski  

• It was Descartes and Bacon, not the author of Genesis, who propagated the view 

that man can do as he pleases to nature with impunity. E Ashby 

 

Questions 
 What are we to be stewards of? Why does care for the earth matter? Isn’t God 

going to remake it anyway? How do we share in God’s creation as stewards? In what way 

does our role as stewards impact our relationship with God? How do we see ourselves as 

trustees of the gospel? What are we to do? 

 

Bible summary 

 Bad stewards face punishment (Isa. 22:14–18). Those who are trusted must be 

faithful. (1 Cor. 4:1, 2).  The greatest treasure is knowing God (Col. 2:2, 3). We are given 

the defensive armor of God (Eph. 6:13–17). Ultimately there is judgment for everyone (2 

Cor. 5:10). We are entrusted with the gospel (1 Thess. 2:4). 

 

Comment   
  The Bible makes it clear that Adam and Eve were to be stewards of God’s creation 

(Gen. 1:28). After the Fall, things changed. There was a cursed relationship to the earth. Yet 

humanity still had the responsibility to care for God’s creation—and the earth is the only 

home we have, so we have a vested interest in such care!  

 In the creation of Adam God’s direct involvement in ‘getting his hands dirty’ 

shows his great interest in human beings, and the importance he gave to them in his 

creation of the Earth. Then God told the newly-created intelligences to subdue the Earth, 

and to have dominion over every living thing (Gen. 1:28). 
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 Some then understand that to mean that as stewards we can do whatever we like. 

God gave everything to us, so we can use—and abuse—any plant or animal, any bird or 

beast for whatever we want.  

 Absolutely not! God weeps over his raped and ravaged world, exploited and 

destroyed by the ones he made as the highest earthly intelligences to care for and 

safeguard his precious planet. 

 God gave man responsibility. Adam  was to care for the Earth God had given to 

him on trust. How well have we repaid God’s trust? Once the first humans rejected God 

by believing the exploiter—the Earth fell under curse of human evil. “Cursed is the 

ground because of you.” (Genesis 3:17 NIV).  The very caretakers of the world had 

broken faith with the Maker, the whole planet suffered—not from God’s vindictiveness, 

but as a result of evil that breaks the threads at the heart of the web of life. 

 When it comes to being spiritual stewards, we need to understand our role. God has 

given us this tremendous treasure of the good news. “But we have this treasure in clay jars, 

to show that this supreme power comes from God and not from ourselves.” 2 Cor. 4:7 

FBV. 

Before we stewards become too proud, we need to realize that we are just the 

containers. What’s valuable is not the pot, but that it contains the treasure. In ancient 

times, clay pots were everyday containers. Made from a commonly-available raw 

material, clay pots were the standard ‘packaging,’ which explains why archaeologists 

find so many pieces of broken pottery. The clay pot was commonplace. It’s what was 

inside that counted! 

 

Ellen White Comments  

  They [the Jews] were, by this system of benevolence, reminded that their 

gracious Master was the true proprietor of their fields, their flocks, and their herds, that 

the God of Heaven sent them sunshine and rain for their seed-time and harvest, and that 

everything which they possessed was of his creation. All was the Lord’s, and he had 

made them stewards of his goods.  {RH, October 17, 1882 par. 3} 

Not only man but the earth had by sin come under the power of the wicked one. . .  

At his creation Adam was placed in dominion over the earth. But by yielding to 

temptation, he was brought under the power of Satan… Thus Satan became “the god of 

this world” (2 Cor. 4:4). He had usurped that dominion over the earth which had been 

originally given to Adam.  {AG 41} 

 …it was sin which marred God’s perfect work; that thorns and thistles, sorrow 

and pain and death, are all the result of disobedience to God … the earth, though marred 

with the curse of sin, still reveals God’s goodness. The green fields, the lofty trees, the 

glad sunshine, the clouds, the dew, the solemn stillness of the night, the glory of the 

starry heavens, and the moon in its beauty all bear witness of the Creator. {6T 358} 

 “We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the exceeding greatness of the 

power may be of God, and not from ourselves.” 2 Cor. 4:7, R. V. This is why the 

preaching of the gospel was committed to erring men rather than to the angels. It is 

manifest that the power which works through the weakness of humanity is the power of 

God; and thus we are encouraged to believe that the power which can help others as weak 

as ourselves can help us. {DA 297} 
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