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4. Escape from the World’s Ways (1Q 2018—Stewardship: Motives of the Heart) 

 

Biblical material: Ps. 119:11; Eph.6:18; Rom. 8:5, 6; Heb. 11:1–6; 1 Kings 3:14; Ezek. 

36:26, 27; Proverbs 11:4, 28 

 

Quotes 

• The world says: “You have needs—satisfy them. You have as much right as the 

rich and the mighty. Don’t hesitate to satisfy your needs; indeed, expand your 

needs and demand more.” This is the worldly doctrine of today. And they believe 

that this is freedom. The result for the rich is isolation and suicide, for the poor, 

envy and murder. Fyodor Dostoyevsky  

• It is the Devil’s game to make people think it necessary for people to know the 

ways of the world. John R. Rice 

• Normal is getting dressed in clothes that you buy for work and driving through 

traffic in a car that you are still paying for— in order to get to the job you need to 

pay for the clothes and the car, and the house you leave vacant all day so you can 

afford to live in it. Ellen Goodman 

• When a man becomes a Christian, he becomes industrious, trustworthy and 

prosperous. Now, if that man when he gets all he can and saves all he can, does 

not give all he can, I have more hope for Judas Iscariot than for that man! John 

Wesley 

• Do I live as carelessly and worldly as unbelievers while professing to be a 

follower of Jesus? If so, I am exposing Christianity to ridicule and leading people 

to speak evil of the holy name by which I am called. Charles Spurgeon 

• There is a big difference between being loved for who you are and being loved for 

the worldly things you bring in a relationship. A wise one would ask, 'What 

would happen if those things were to be gone? Edmond Mbiaka 

• We keep what we give away. Tim Hiller 

 

Questions 

 Having recognized the problem, what can we do about it? What does God 

promise to do for us? To what extent do we recognize the “ways of the world”? How can 

we make sure our minds are governed by the Spirit? What do we really mean when we 

say “let go and let God”? Does God control our choices? 

 

Bible summary 

  “I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.” (Ps. 

119:11 NIV). Eph.6:18 tells us to pray always. We need to have our minds governed by 

the Spirit (Rom. 8:5, 6). Heb. 11:1–6 explains that those characters in Scripture who 

succeeded always placed their trust in God. We are to obey God and follow what he says. 

(1 Ki. 3:14). God promises to put a new heart and a new spirit within us (Ez. 36:26, 27). 

When the end comes, wealth is useless and those who rely on it will fall. (Pr. 11:4, 28). 

 

Comment 

In church, there is nothing so dangerous as an inconsistent Christian, yet we all 

seem to have that capacity for split-level thinking, in different ways and at different 
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occasions. We are all capable of revealing discrepancies in our ideals and principles, 

times when we don’t practice what we preach. But this schizophrenic spirituality that 

allows us to believe one thing and act quite oppositely will damage us and those around 

us.  

The ways of the world are totally opposed to the ways of Jesus. That’s why he 

spent much time in contrasting the differences—in the Sermon on the Mount for 

example. Jesus showed that God’s value system is very different to ours, and how our 

way of life if we follow Jesus should be demonstrably different to that of the world. 

Don’t follow the human values system, rather follow the values of God, Jesus tells his 

hearers. Reject intolerance, spiritual pretense, material concerns. Do not live your 

religion ostentatiously, wanting people to see how good you are. Forgive your debtors. 

Store up heavenly treasure, not the treasure of this world. For your heart is where your 

treasure is. Don’t worry about life.  

Jesus places our worldly way of thinking on its head. For in reality it is our value 

system that is upside-down, for we live in a topsy-turvy world that is in opposition to 

God. So as Jesus tries to right our wrong-headed view of what is important, as he re-

prioritizes life and identifies what is really true and enduring, he speaks his inverse 

sayings. Throughout his ministry Jesus gave us statements of truth through which he tried 

to turn our upside-down world the right way up. Only the adoption of Jesus’ way and 

following him will result in a meaningful and worthwhile life. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Let none imagine that selfishness, self-esteem, and self-indulgence are compatible 

with the Spirit of Christ. Upon every truly converted man or woman there rests a 

responsibility that we cannot rightly estimate. The maxims and ways of the world are not 

to be adopted by the sons and daughters of the heavenly King.  {SD 9.3}   

 Many are the hindrances that lie in the path of those who would walk in 

obedience to the commandments of God. There are strong and subtle influences that bind 

them to the ways of the world, but the power of the Lord can break these chains. He will 

remove every obstacle from before the feet of His faithful ones or give them strength and 

courage to conquer every difficulty, if they earnestly beseech His help. All hindrances 

will vanish before an earnest desire and persistent effort to do the will of God at any cost 

to self, even if life itself is sacrificed. Light from heaven will illuminate the darkness of 

those, who, in trial and perplexity, go forward, looking unto Jesus as the Author and 

Finisher of their faith.  {4T 147.3}   

 Is this amusement that I am engaged in of a character that will strengthen my 

heart for the faithful service of God? Will it fortify me for trial, and enable me to discern 

temptation and the ways of the world? Can I ask God to go with me in this arrangement 

for my pleasure? If not, I will not enter into it, however attractive it may be. I am to have 

an eye single to the glory of God. Nothing is to come in to make me view things in a 

perverted light, so that my interest shall be divided, and I shall not, with my whole heart, 

glorify God.  {RH, January 10, 1899 par. 15}   

 The ways of the world are full of deceitfulness and fraud and misery, but they are 

made to appear inviting… {RH, June 27, 1899 par. 3}  
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