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3. God or Mammon? (1Q 2018—Stewardship: Motives of the Heart) 

 

Biblical material: Ps. 33:6–9; Matt. 19:16–22; 1 Pet. 1:18; Heb. 2:14, 15; Exod. 9:14; 

Ps. 50:10; Philippians 2:9–11. 

 

Quotes 

• MAMMON, n. The god of the world’s leading religion. The chief temple is in the 

holy city of New York.  Ambrose Bierce, The Devil’s Dictionary 

• Mammon is the largest slave-holder in the world. Frederick Saunders 

• Those who set out to serve both God and Mammon soon discover that there is no 

God.  Logan Pearsall Smith 

• Mammon promises us those things that only God can give—security, 

significance, identity, independence, power, and freedom. Mammon tells us it can 

insulate us from life’s problems and that money is the answer to every situation. 

Jimmy Evans 

• It was not curiosity that killed the goose who laid the golden egg, but an insatiable 

greed that devoured common sense. E.A. Bucchianeri 

• Remember this—you can’t serve God and Money, but you can serve God with 

money. Selwyn Hughes 

 

Questions 

 What is the problem with wealth? Why is it so often associated with false 

security, even false worship? Why did Jesus use the worship of “Mammon” as opposite, 

and exclusive, to the worship of God? How does the Devil use riches to further his 

agenda in the Great Controversy? What’s the answer? 

 

Bible summary 

 Ps. 33:6–9 tells us that God is the Creator and Sustainer of this world. Jesus told 

the rich young ruler what his real problem was (Matt. 19:16–22). Peter reminds us that 

redemption is not bought with silver and gold. (1 Pet. 1:18). Jesus broke the power of the 

Devil (Heb. 2:14, 15). God proved he was the true God in the Exodus experience (Exod. 

9:14). Everything in the world belongs to God. (Ps. 50:10). Of Jesus it’s recorded: 

“That’s why God placed him in the position of greatest honor and power, and gave him 

the most prestigious name—so that in the name of Jesus everyone should bow in respect, 

whether in heaven or on earth or under the earth, and all will declare that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Philippians 2:9–11 FBV. 

 

Comment  

 “Mammon” is derived from the Aramaic word for riches. It is generally 

associated in a negative sense with the problems that a reliance on wealth brings, and is 

used three times by Jesus. 

  Jesus said much about the investment of time and money in this world.  

Where is the treasure? The things you own? Your position in society? The car you drive? 

The house you live in? You can’t operate using two opposing value systems, says Jesus. 

You have to choose which one—God or Mammon: “No one can serve two masters. 
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Either you’ll hate one and love the other, or you’ll be devoted to one and despise the 

other. You can’t serve both God and Money.” Matthew 6:24 FBV. 

 “What is really important?” is the question to ask. If you talk to people who have 

seen this, like those who have come close to death, many will tell you that their values 

and priorities have been completely changed.  

Our concerns over what to eat or wear—the fashion fads, the popular restaurants, 

the latest diet, the preoccupation with how we look—are symptoms of a deeper sickness. 

That sickness is of a shallow life, without true meaning and purpose, without a reason or 

a direction. 

 The rich young ruler is enthusiastic, but goes away disappointed, for he too does 

not understand the values of the Kingdom. Jesus’ comment on how hard it is for the rich 

to enter amazes the disciples, who follow the usual philosophy that the rich must be 

specially blest by God. Not so, says Jesus—in fact, quite the opposite, maybe. He inverts 

the whole value system, and concludes by affirming that the first shall be last and the last 

shall be first. 

What God wants us to demonstrate is that we are not selfish people, concerned 

only about ourselves. He has no need of the money—everything is his anyway—but he 

knows how much we value our possessions. Of course this is tragic, since like the rich 

young ruler we can become preoccupied with what we think we have. But ultimately, 

what do we really have? A little time, some resources for a short period, and then life is 

over. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 When the heart leans to its own preferences and inclinations, when the thought is 

cherished that money can confer happiness without the favor of God, then the money 

becomes a tyrant, ruling the man; it receives his confidence and esteem and is worshiped 

as a god. Honor, truth, righteousness, and justice are sacrificed upon its altar. The 

commands of God’s word are set aside, and the world’s customs and usages, which King 

Mammon has ordained, become a controlling power.  {AH 372.2}   

 Whatever the appearance may be, every life centered in self is squandered. 

Whoever attempts to live apart from God is wasting his substance. He is squandering the 

precious years, squandering the powers of mind and heart and soul, and working to make 

himself bankrupt for eternity. The man who separates from God that he may serve 

himself, is the slave of mammon. The mind that God created for the companionship of 

angels has become degraded to the service of that which is earthly and bestial. This is the 

end to which self-serving tends.  {COL 200-1} 

 How are men treating the claims of God? To whom are the masses of mankind 

giving the service of their lives? They are serving mammon. Wealth, position, pleasure in 

the world, is their aim. Wealth is gained by robbery, not of man only, but of God. Men 

are using His gifts to gratify their selfishness. Everything they can grasp is made to 

minister to their greed and their love of selfish pleasure.  {COL 302}   

 The soul that is bound in service to mammon is deaf to the cry of human need. 

But with God all things are possible. By beholding the matchless love of Christ, the 

selfish heart will be melted and subdued… {COL 394} 
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