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13. The Results of Stewardship (1Q 2018—Stewardship: Motives of the Heart) 

 

Biblical material: 2 Tim. 3:1–9; Ezek. 14:14; Phil. 4:4–13; Prov. 3:5; 1 Pet. 2:11, 12; 

Matt. 7:23; 25:21. 

 

Quotes 

• It was not an accident that seventeen of the thirty-six parables of our Lord had to 

do with property and ownership. William James Dawson 

• Health is the greatest gift, contentment the greatest wealth, faithfulness the best 

relationship. Buddha 

• A grateful heart is a beginning of greatness. It is an expression of humility. It is a 

foundation for the development of such virtues as prayer, faith, courage, 

contentment, happiness, love, and well-being. James E. Faust 

• Revenge, lust, ambition, pride, and self-will are too often exalted as the gods of 

man’s idolatry; while holiness, peace, contentment, and humility are viewed as 

unworthy of a serious thought. Charles Spurgeon 

• Contentment does not come from achievement. It comes from a relationship with 

the Lord. Paul Henderson 

• The key to successful leadership today is influence, not authority. Ken Blanchard 

 
Questions 

 How would you define the results of stewardship? What of the wider perspective 

that looks to the essential—being right with God? What is the true source of 

contentment? Most importantly, whose side are we on in the Great Controversy, and what 

is our role? How do we truly live for God? 

 

Bible summary 

 2 Tim. 3:1–9 tells us of the deplorable state of society before the end. We are 

saved individually (Ezek. 14:14). We are to rejoice and think on good things (Phil. 4:4–

13). We are told to totally trust in the Lord and not to rely on our own thinking (Prov. 

3:5). We have to live godly lives among the pagans (1 Pet. 2:11, 12). To those who are 

not prepared for the Lord, he says that he never knew them (Matt. 7:23). 
“
His master said 

to him, ‘You’ve done well—you are a good, faithful servant. You have proved yourself 

trustworthy over small things, so now I’m placing you in charge over many things. Be 

happy because I’m really pleased with you!’” Matt. 25:21 FBV. 

 

Comment 

Where are we today as a church? Listen to these words from Rabbi Heschel about 

his own community, and see how relevant they are to us today:  

“It is customary to blame secular science and anti-religious philosophy for the 

eclipse of religion in modern society. It would be more honest to blame religion for its 

own defeats. Religion declined, not because it was refuted, but because it became 

irrelevant, dull, oppressive, insipid. When faith is completely replaced by creed, worship 

by discipline, love by habit; when the crisis of today is ignored because of the splendour 

of the past; when faith becomes an heirloom rather than a living fountain; when religion 

speaks only in the name of authority rather than with the voice of compassion—its 
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message becomes meaningless.”  Abraham Joshua Heschel, God in Search of Man: A 

Philosophy of Judaism. Emphasis supplied. 

 We need to get back to the basics of our faith—our trust in God and his Word, 

remembering what God has promised: 

 “As Scripture says, ‘No one has ever seen, and no one has ever heard, and no one 

has ever imagined what God has prepared for those who love him.’ But God has revealed 

this to us through the Spirit.” 1 Corinthians 2:9, 10 FBV. 

What does that mean, exactly? That we have some static existence in some 

mindless perfection? No, the creativity of learning and development, where we can ever 

ask questions and get real answers, where the meaning of the universe becomes ever 

clearer, for the final meaning is in the hands and mind of the Creator, God himself. 

And the recognition of that meaning begins now, as it is revealed by the Spirit 

who leads us into all truth, the more so as we look at the incredible nature of all of God’s 

creation. For this is our destiny—to be the evidence, the witnesses both now and forever, 

of God’s  love and grace, that God always works for good and truth and right. So “we are 

witnesses,” and “a spectacle to angels and to me,” forever representing our Lord as 

“ambassadors for Christ.” 

Our role is to interpret God! May we always strive to speak well of our loving 

Lord, both in word and action, conscious of our privileged role as part of God’s answer in 

settling the charges against him in the great controversy. 

 We are ambassadors for Christ because he has given us his message of 

reconciliation. So how do we explain what this message is, and how do we demonstrate it 

unless we become involved? This does not mean adopting the value system and practices 

of this world. But it does mean meeting people where they are, sharing the good news, 

and helping others understand the wonderful truth of God as he truly is. It is my sincere 

conviction that we have not so much a duty but an amazing opportunity to share with all 

people at all levels the wonderful good news of God as he truly is, to reveal he is not as 

the Enemy has described him, and that he will save and heal—not just us—but the whole 

universe as his character is understood and admired by all his admiring children. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

  Our work is to win men to belief of the truth, win by preaching and by example, 

also by living godly lives. The truth in all its bearings is to be acted, showing the 

consistency of faith with practice. The value of our faith will be shown by its fruit. The 

Lord can and will impress men by our intense earnestness. Our dress, our deportment, our 

conversation and the depth of a growing experience in spiritual lines, all are to show that 

the great principles of truth we are handling are a reality to us. Thus the truth is to be 

made impressive as a great whole and command the intellect. Truth, Bible truth, is to 

become the authority for the conscience and the love and life of the soul.  {BTS, 

September 1, 1902 par. 3}   

 Thankful hearts and kind looks are more valuable than wealth and luxury, and 

contentment with simple things will make home happy if love be there.  {AH 108.1}   

 Faith in God’s love and overruling providence lightens the burdens of anxiety and 

care. It fills the heart with joy and contentment in the highest or the lowliest lot. Religion 

tends directly to promote health, to lengthen life, and to heighten our enjoyment of all its 

blessings. It opens to the soul a never-failing fountain of happiness. {CE 68}   
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