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12. The Habits of a Steward (1Q 2018—Stewardship: Motives of the Heart) 

 

Biblical material: Eph. 5:15–17, Col. 3:23, Luke 12:35–48, James 4:14, Acts 3:21, 1 

Cor. 9:24–27; Psalm 119:9–11. 

 

Quotes 

• If you want to make good use of your time, you’ve got to know what’s most 

important and then give it all you’ve got. Lee Iacocca 

• It’s not enough to be busy, so are the ants. The question is, what are we busy 

about? Henry David Thoreau 

• Time is what we want most, but what we use worst. William Penn 

• The key is in not spending time, but in investing it.Stephen R. Covey 

• Calm mind brings inner strength and self-confidence, so that’s very important for 

good health. Dalai Lama 

• Saving our planet, lifting people out of poverty, advancing economic growth... 

these are one and the same fight. We must connect the dots between climate 

change, water scarcity, energy shortages, global health, food security and 

women’s empowerment. Solutions to one problem must be solutions for all. Ban 

Ki-moon 

• Our readiness must not depend on the imminence of Christ’s return but on its 

reality in our own experience. Sakae Kubo 

 

Questions 

 How are habits important in the way we live our lives? Is it really possible to seek 

God first in everything? What about the second coming—how does our view of the future 

affect us today? Can a good steward live unhealthily—what does this tell us about what 

we should do? How do we remain good stewards of God’s truth to a dying world? 

 

Bible summary 

  “So be careful how you live your life, not foolishly, but wisely, making the best 

use of opportunities because the days are evil. So don’t be ignorant—find out what the 

Lord’s will is.” Eph. 5:15–17 FBV. Col. 3:23 reminds us that in whatever we do, we are 

working for the Lord. In Luke 12:35–48 Jesus tells us to be ready for his return, like good 

stewards of the Master’s house. Our existence here is transitory (James 4:14). The time is 

coming when God will restore everything (Acts 3:21,). Using sports imagery, Paul points 

out the importance of self-discipline (1 Cor. 9:24–27). By internalizing the Word we stay 

on God’s path (Psalm 119:9–11). 

 

Comment 

Much of Scripture deals with people who forgot to put God first. As good 

stewards, that surely should be the first priority in our habits. In fact the focus of God is 

at the heart of all the different aspects of this week’s lesson. Only in that way can we live 

lives of calm assurance, trusting in our loving Lord.  

 As the lesson points out, and most significantly for Adventists, expectation of the 

Lord’s return should never be forgotten. Yet as Ellen White foresaw, this aspect of our 

faith has dimmed down: “Faith in the soon coming of Christ is waning. ‘My Lord 
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delayeth his coming’ is said not only in the heart, but expressed in words, and most 

decidedly in works.”  {RH, September 16, 1873 par. 12}   

 Yet to fail to be good stewards of this most precious belief would be fatal, as 

Arthur S. Maxwell observed: 

 “Seventh-day Adventists are irrevocably committed to belief in, and proclamation 

of, the imminent second coming of Christ. Should we for any reason whatever repudiate this 

truth, or cease to proclaim it with sincerity, we would destroy ourselves. Openly or secretly 

to deny the nearness of our Lord’s return would be to invite the disintegration of our cause.” 

Arthur S. Maxwell, “The Imminence of Christ’s Second Coming,” in Our Firm Foundation 

(a record of a Bible Conference); Washington: Review and Herald, 1953, p.186. 

 The focus of our hope is the second coming of Jesus… We need to personalize the 

blessed hope! It must mean something to all of us. This is the challenge of the Advent 

hope—the message given to us by Jesus that keeps us on track. For really this hope is not 

about the future at all. 

 It’s about how we live here and now! The present is all the time we have. We don’t 

live in the past, we don’t live in the future. We don’t think in the past, we don’t think in the 

future. Now is the only time we have. During the present is where we make our decisions— 

and all our decisions must be made in the light of the second coming. 

Our hope needs to influence everything in our lives— that we are to be ready 

whenever! This is the message of Jesus: “Watch and pray,” be ready. Consequently we need 

to make sure we’re in good shape—not only spiritually but physically, which is another 

significant habit for good stewards! We need to be self-disciplined!  

As God’s stewards we need the best of habits... 

  

Ellen White Comments 

 When people do not make God first and last and best in everything, when they do 

not give themselves to Him for the carrying out of His purposes, Satan comes in and uses 

in his service the minds that, given to God, could achieve great good. {CTr 359} 

  Those who in everything make God first and last and best, are the happiest people 

in the world. {FE 83-4}   

  The Lord is soon coming. Talk it, pray it, believe it. Make it a part of the life. 

{AG 32}   

 Teach the people that they can act as God’s helping hand, by cooperating with the 

Master Worker in restoring physical and spiritual health. This work bears the signature  

of Heaven, and will open doors for the entrance of other precious truths. There is room 

for all to labor who will take hold of this work intelligently.  {CD 456-7}   

 A self-controlled spirit, words of love and tenderness, honor the Saviour. Those 

who speak kind, loving words, words that make for peace, will be richly rewarded.... We 

are to let His spirit shine forth in the meekness and lowliness learned of Him.  {OHC 

102}   

 He who is righteous within is not hard-hearted and unsympathetic, but day by day 

he grows into the image of Christ, going on from strength to strength. He who is being 

sanctified by the truth will be self-controlled, and will follow in the footsteps of Christ 

until grace is lost in glory. {RH, June 4, 1895 par. 7}   
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