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10. The Role of Stewardship (1Q 2018—Stewardship: Motives of the Heart) 

 

Biblical material: Col.1:16–18; Heb. 4:14–16; 3 John 3; Gen. 6:13–18; Rev. 14:6–12; 1 

Pet. 1:15, 16; 1 Thessalonians 4:7. 

 

Quotes 

• All too often we regard stewardship simply as a matter of our giving to God, but 

this aspect is secondary. Before we can give, we must possess, and before we 

possess we must receive. Therefore, stewardship is, in the first place, receiving 

God’s good and bounteous gifts. And once received, those gifts are not to be used 

solely for our own good. They must also be used for the benefit of others, and 

ultimately for the glory of God the giver. The steward needs an open hand to 

receive from God and then an active hand to give to God and to others. Murray J. 

Harris 

• Christian stewardship begins with God at the center. When stewardship revolves 

around any other center, it is misconceived. The institution of the church is an 

inadequate substitute for the incarnate body of Christ. The church as institution is 

a means to the end of the church as the fellowship of all believers. Stewardship is 

servanthood to God through the church, not to the church institution. Dan R. Dick 

• The world asks, “What does a man own?” Christ asks, “How does he use it?” 

Andrew Murray 

 

Questions 

 How would you define the role of stewardship? Is stewardship the cause or the 

result? Usually people look glum when stewardship is mentioned—why is this? How can 

we make this subject more about our life in Christ than paying money to an organization? 

What is our role in advancing God’s kingdom? 

 

Bible summary 

 Christ is Creator, Ruler, and Head of the church (Col.1:16–18). He is our great 

high priest (Heb. 4:14–16). John is happy to learn that the believers continue to walk in 

the truth (3 John 3). Gen. 6:13–18 records God’s instructions to Noah before the Flood.  

Rev. 14:6–12 is the third angel’s message. God calls us to be holy as he is (1 Pet. 1:15, 

16), see also 1 Thessalonians 4:7.  

 

Comment  
  The lesson references a chariot wheel as a device to explain the concept of 

stewardship’s role. Immediately the question comes: why not a bike wheel, or even a car 

wheel? How familiar are we with chariot wheels today? 

 The main point is of course readily apparent—that Christ is at the center of 

everything. We must never forget this, in all aspects of our Christian life, in all our 

church policies and actions.  

 In many ways this study can fall foul of the whole problem of putting the cart 

before the horse (or is that an outdated metaphor too?!) If our Christian experience is 

good, if we are right with God, then stewardship is just one of many aspects that will also 

be good and right. Stressing stewardship without first stressing the importance of a close 
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relationship with Jesus will warp the focus. Let’s talk instead about the centrality of 

Jesus. 

 “If you want to see what God is thinking, look at Jesus Christ. If you want to get 

an insight into what you might call the dynamic personality of God, look at Jesus 

Christ…. We are saying that Jesus is God’s means of communication, and that Jesus is 

the expression of the thought of God… If you want to see the mind of God, look at Jesus 

Christ: here is the mind of God.” William Barclay, Discovering Jesus (Louisville, KY: 

Westminster John Knox Press, 2000), pp.42-3. 

 Jesus is central to everything for the Christian. It is through Jesus that we see 

God, as Jesus himself said. It is through him that we see the resolution of the Great 

Controversy. Most of all, for us, it is through Jesus that we experience salvation. How 

can we leave Jesus out of anything? 

 So yes, stewardship is part of our Christian life. But if we concentrate here too 

much we begin to see just the money and the demands, the machinery of the 

organization. We need to retrace our steps and go back, and gaze at Jesus: “We should 

keep on looking to Jesus, the one who begins and completes our trust in God.” Heb. 12:2 

FBV. 

  

Ellen White Comments 

 When one turns away from human imperfections to behold Jesus, a divine 

transformation takes place in the character. The Spirit of Christ working upon the heart 

conforms it to His image. Then let it be your effort to lift up Jesus. Let the mind’s eye be 

directed to “the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” {COL 250}   

 Lift up Jesus, you that teach the people, lift Him up in sermon, in song, in prayer. 

Let all your powers be directed to pointing souls, confused, bewildered, lost, to “the 

Lamb of God.” Lift Him up, the risen Saviour, and say to all who hear, come to Him who 

“hath loved us, and hath given Himself for us.” [Ephesians 5:2.] Let the science of 

salvation be the burden of every sermon, the theme of every song. Let it be poured forth 

in every supplication. Bring nothing into your preaching to supplement Christ, the 

wisdom and power of God. Hold forth the word of life, presenting Jesus as the hope of 

the penitent and the stronghold of every believer. Reveal the way of peace to the troubled 

and the despondent, and show forth the grace and completeness of the Saviour. {GW 

160} 

 Everyone who believes the message of God should lift up Jesus, point men to 

Christ, and say, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” . . .  

{LHU 36}   

 The great Center of attraction, Jesus Christ, must not be left out of the third 

angel’s message. {Ev 184}   

 Christ crucified, Christ risen, Christ ascended into the heavens, Christ coming 

again, should so soften, gladden, and fill the mind of the minister that he will present 

these truths to the people in love and deep earnestness. The minister will then be lost 

sight of, and Jesus will be made manifest.  {Ev 185}   

 No discourse should ever be preached without presenting Christ and Him 

crucified as the foundation of the gospel. {Ev 186}   
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