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9. The Pre-Advent Judgment (4Q 2013—The Sanctuary) 

 

Biblical material: Daniel 7, Gen. 3:8–20, 2 Tim. 2:19, Ps. 51:4, 2 Cor. 5:10, Ps. 96:11–

13. 

 

Quotes 

• We are all inclined to judge ourselves by our ideals; others, by their acts. Harold 

Nicolson 

• Don’t wait for the last judgment –it takes place every day. Albert Camus 

• Our brains are no longer conditioned for reverence and awe. We cannot imagine a 

Second Coming that would not be cut down to size by the televised evening news, 

or a Last Judgment not subject to pages of holier-than-thou second-guessing in 

The New York Review of Books. John Updike 

• Men judge us by the success of our efforts. God looks at the efforts themselves. 

Charlotte Bronte 

• People hasten to judge in order not to be judged themselves. Albert Camus 

• Reason sits firm and holds the reins, and she will not let the feelings burst away 

and hurry her to wild chasms. The passions may rage furiously, like true heathens, 

as they are; and the desires may imagine all sorts of vain things: but judgment 

shall still have the last word in every argument, and the casting vote in every 

decision. Charlotte Bronte 

• It may be you fear more to deliver judgment upon me than I fear judgment. 

Giordano Bruno (1600AD, to the inquisitors who condemned him to death) 

 

Questions 
 Why is the pre-advent judgment necessary? For whose benefit? How does this 

illustrate the openness and transparency of God’s government? How does judgment also 

include vindication? What are the positive aspects of judgment? How can this teaching 

about the pre-advent judgment be misused?  

 

Bible summary 

 The four beasts of Daniel 7 are a prelude to a time when the thrones are set in 

place and the books are opened. The expulsion of Adam and Eve demonstrates initial 

judgment and then looks forward to judgment as a resolution (Gen. 3:8-20). 2 Tim. 2:19 

explains that God knows who are his, and that those who claim to be the Lord’s must turn 

away from wickedness. God is proved right and justified when he judges, says David in 

Ps. 51:4. “For all of us must appear before Christ’s seat of judgment. Each of us will receive 

what we deserve for what we have done in this life, whether it is good or bad.” 2 Cor. 5:10 FBV. 

Ps. 96:11-13 expresses joy for the judgment, indicating its positive aspects. 

 

Comment   
The judgment of the righteous precedes the advent—and can easily be seen in the 

same way as hellfire since as has been claimed, “we do not know when our name will be 

brought into judgment.” Judgment needs to be “preached positive” so that God and his 

nature are made the primary focus. The judgment of us only makes useful sense when it 

is made part of this larger aspect of judgment—since the most important aspect of 
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judgment is the vindication of God. That is surely the message we need to be sharing 

today! 

Some comment that though we are saved by faith, we are judged by works. Where 

does this leave us? Does it not limit the concept of salvation by grace if we link that to a 

works requirement? How do we preach the judgment and the soon coming of Jesus 

without falling into the trap of scaring people into the kingdom? 

 Ellen White comments on the tendency to preach the approaching End as a 

mechanism for gaining conversion and repentance. “The shortness of time is frequently 

urged as an incentive for seeking righteousness and making Christ our friend. This should 

not be the great motive with us; for it savors of selfishness. Is it necessary that the terrors 

of the day of God should be held before us, that we may be compelled to right action 

through fear? It ought not to be so.” Lift Him Up, p.98.  

Urging that “Jesus will be here in just a very few short years” could be equated to 

preaching fire and brimstone. The “selfish” desire to avoid the negative aspects of the 

judgment is the equivalent of taking out fire insurance.  

We need to ask ourselves the question, what is most important here? Is it the time 

of the advent, or the certainty of the advent? Is it our message to preach dates in the 

immediate future (whether we give exact dates, or simply say within x years), or to 

preach the “sure and certain” hope that is fulfilled in the return of “this same Jesus”? 

James White wrote of the difficulty of living in the “in-between” times. “The 

position of suspense is not the most happy one.” [J. White, Life Incidents, Vol. 1, (Battle 

Creek, MI: Steam Press of the Seventh-day Adventist Pub. Assn., 1868), p.337.] He 

recognized the problems of maintaining an eager expectancy for the soon coming, 

without falling into the trap of predicting the date. Yet to do so set us up for a heavy fall. 

At a workers meeting, one pastor expressed his disappointed feelings. “Here I am, 

on the verge of retirement,” he told his fellow ministers. “I have been preaching the 

Advent message for more than forty years. I argued with the brethren about the need for 

going to college before entering ministry, because I believed I would not have time to 

complete the course before Jesus returned. Now I am old, and disappointed. Why hasn’t 

Jesus come?” 

If we are preaching a “coming to judgment within x years” doctrine, that kind of 

disappointment will be inevitable this side of the coming. For it focuses on the timing, 

not on the meaning and purpose of the event.  

 However, “journeys end in lovers meeting,” says Shakespeare, and if we truly 

love Jesus then his arrival will not be dread event but the day when our Best Friend 

returns.  

We don’t need to date the advent, we need know “this same Jesus” now! For his 

return is “the blessed hope” only if he is blessed to us in the present, if we have a 

relationship of love. 

 “God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. In this way, 

love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, 

because in this world we are like him. There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out 

fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in 

love. We love because he first loved us.” (1 John 4:16-19 NIV). 

 The opening of the books mentioned in Daniel 7 is another great example of the 

openness of God and his government. In the setting of the great controversy the issues 
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raised by Lucifer need to be answered, and this can only be done by transparent 

demonstration of the truth. Of course, the information in the books is not to inform God, 

so it must have meaning in a wider context. It only makes sense when others are looking, 

and this is where the concept of the great controversy comes in. The information is part 

of the evidence in settling the issues that have been raised over God’s character and the 

way he governs. Most specifically the Accuser—who also attacks God through us—

accuses us day and night in God’s presence (Rev. 12:10). For there to be a pre-advent 

judgment, for Christ to be visibly able to reward everyone according to what they have 

done, the onlooking universe needs to examine the evidence. 

 Similarly after the coming of Christ, he wants us to see the evidence, and to make 

our own judgment—this is what occupies the righteous throughout the millennium.  

 But beyond us, the real issues are whether God can be proved right—not on the 

basis of claims, or that he has absolute power, but because he is vindicated and shown to 

be a God of truth and right. As Paul says in Romans: “Even if everyone else is proved to 

be lying, God always tells the truth. As Scripture says, ‘What you say will be proved 

right, and you will win your case when you are judged.’” Romans 3:4 FBV. 

 This is the only way the controversy can be settled. The pre-advent judgment is 

just part of this demonstration that God has provided since the beginning of the rebellion. 

He wants everyone to see, to examine for themselves, and to have no doubts. 

Consequently the pre-advent judgment is not to be the cause of fear, or to be used as a 

threat to gain compliance. It is just God acting responsibly and rightly, showing that he 

always does the best for everyone, whatever course they have themselves chosen. God 

wants all this to be public; he chose to operate a “Freedom of Information Act” before we 

ever thought of it! For only then can the questions be answered, the doubts resolved, the 

murmuring silenced.  

 Even if we are God’s enemies, he will always treat us with respect, honoring our 

choices, even if they lead us away from him. In the pre-advent judgment our choices and 

motivations are revealed for all to see as part of the process of demonstration, so that 

there can be no doubt, and that God can be shown to be trustworthy and compassionate, 

even as his rebellious children are lost… 

  

Ellen White Comments 

 Without Christ there can be only condemnation and a fearful looking for a fiery 

indignation, and final separation from the presence of God. But he whose eyes have been 

opened to see the love of Christ, will behold the character of God as full of love and 

compassion. God will not appear as a tyrannical, relentless being, but as a father longing 

to embrace his repenting son... All despair is swept from the soul when Christ is seen in 

His true character. {1SM 371} 

 A little girl once asked me, “Are you going to speak this afternoon?” “No, not this 

afternoon,” I replied. “I am very sorry,” she said. “I thought you were going to speak, and 

I asked several of my companions to come. Will you please ask the minister to speak 

easy words that we can understand? Will you please tell him that we do not understand 

large words, like `justification’ and `sanctification’? We do not know what these words 

mean.”  The little girl’s complaint contains a lesson worthy of consideration by teachers 

and ministers. Are there not many who would do well to heed the request, “Speak easy 

words, that we may know what you mean”?  {CT 254} 
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