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4. Lessons from the Sanctuary (4Q 2013—The Sanctuary) 

 

Biblical material: Exod. 40:9, 10; 31:2–11; 25:8; Lev. 19:2; 1 Pet. 1:14–16; Rom. 3:25–

28; 1 Kings 8:31–53; Ps. 73:1–17. 

 

Quotes 

• The Jews pacified Jehovah with the blood of animals, and according to the 

Christian system, the blood of Jesus softened the heart of God a little, and 

rendered possible the salvation of a fortunate few. It is hard to conceive how the 

human mind can give assent to such terrible ideas, or how any sane man can read 

the Bible and still believe in the doctrine of inspiration. Robert Ingersoll 

• By religion, then, I understand a propitiation or conciliation of powers superior to 

man which are believed to direct and control the course of nature and of human 

life.  James G Frazer 

• Propitiation is the biblical doctrine embodying the concept that the death of Christ 

fully satisfied the demands of a righteous God in respect to judgment upon the 

sinner. John F. Walvoord 

• To accept Christ is to receive Him by faith as your Lord and Savior. But, strictly 

speaking, the great thing to see is that God has accepted Christ. He took our sins 

upon Himself, died to make propitiation (the sacrifice which removed the anger of 

God) for them. H.A. Ironside 

• Propitiation presupposes the wrath of God and displeasure of God, and the 

purpose of propitiation is the removal of this displeasure. Very simply stated the 

doctrine of propitiation means that Christ propitiated the wrath of God and 

rendered God propitious to his people… John Murray 

 

Questions 

 The real question is: what lessons do we learn from the sanctuary? What do we do 

with words like propitiation, expiation, appeasement etc? Why does our concept of God 

determine how we understand atonement? If the sanctuary is all about legal exchange, 

how do we understand God and his salvation? What of the great controversy? 

 

Bible summary 

 Exod. 40:9, 10 talks about the consecration of the sanctuary and the altar. Exod. 

31:2-11 gives instructions for craftsmen in making items for the sanctuary. In Lev. 19:2 

God instructs Moses to tell the Israelites to make a sanctuary for him so he could dwell 

with them. God calls us to holiness in 1 Pet. 1:14-16. The most significant passage here is 

from Romans: “God openly presented Jesus as the gift that brings peace to those trusting 

in him who shed his blood. God did this to demonstrate he is truly right, for previously he 

would hold back and pass over sins, but now at this present time God proves he is fair 

and does what is right, and that he makes right those who trust in Jesus. 

 So do we have anything to boast about then? Absolutely not, there’s no place for that! 

And why’s that? Is it because we follow the law of observing requirements? No, we 

follow the law of trusting in God. We conclude that people are made right with God 

through their trust in him, and not from legal observance.” Rom. 3:25–28 FBV. 1 Kings 
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8:31-53 reveals how the Temple is integrated into the life of the nation. The psalmist 

explains that he didn’t understand things until he went to the sanctuary. See Ps. 73:1-17. 

 

Comment 

 Rom 3:25 is referenced before this comment: “On top of the ark was placed the 

‘mercy seat’… This is the place where, once a year, on the Day of Atonement (Yom 

Kippur in the Hebrew), atonement for the people and the sanctuary took place (Lev. 

16:14–16). In Romans 3:25, Paul refers to Jesus as ‘atonement cover’ (usually translated 

as ‘propitiation’ or ‘sacrifice of atonement’), for Jesus Himself is the place of 

redemption, the One through whom God has made atonement for our sins.” (Tuesday’s 

lesson.) 

 “Hilasterion,” the word translated “atonement” or “propitiation” in Romans 3:25 

is the word used to translate the “covering” of the ark of the covenant, “kipper” in 

Hebrew (meaning “to cover.”) Interestingly this word is used in Genesis 6:14 for the 

pitch coating used by Noah for the ark. So the basic meaning is protection, sealing, or 

covering.  

 The cover of the ark of the covenant is where the at-one-ment was thought to 

occur. Luther coined the term “gnadenstuhl” for this, which was then translated into 

English by Tyndale as “mercy-seat.” However the Greek work is better translated as “the 

gift that brings peace,” or the “gift of reconciliation” and the Hebrew though is also 

parallel to that in the original meaning of making two “at one.”  

 It certainly does not have the meaning of appeasing the wrath of a vindictive god, 

not of “propitiating” him. “Propitiation” means the act of making favorable. God was 

already favorable—in fact it was because of his loving favor that Christ came… No: God 

is the one who love, who comes, who forgives, who heals—who makes us favorable! 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 We should seek to understand what it means to be in complete union with Christ, 

who is the propitiation for our sins and for the sins of the whole world. {ST, February 7, 

1900} 

 Christ has shown us how much our God can love and suffer in order to secure our 

complete restoration. The Son of God, in whom dwelt absolute perfection, became sin for 

the fallen race. He did not know sin by the experience of sinning, but He bore the terrible 

weight of the guilt of the whole world. He became our propitiation, that all who receive 

Him may become sons of God. The cross was erected to save man. Christ uplifted on the 

cross was the means devised in heaven of awakening in the human soul a sense of the 

sinfulness of sin. By the cross Christ sought to draw all to Himself. He died as the only 

hope of saving those who because of sin were in the gall of bitterness.  {ST, September 

24, 1902} 

 Christ is the atoning sacrifice. He left the glory of heaven, He parted with His 

riches, He laid aside His honor, not in order to create love and interest for man in the 

heart of God, but to be an exponent of the love that existed in the heart of the Father… 

{TMK 83} 

 The Saviour’s sacrifice was not to create in God a love that had not before 

existed; but it was the expression of a love that had not been appreciated or understood.  

{BTS, February 1, 1908} 
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