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3. Sacrifice (4Q 2013—The Sanctuary) 

 

Biblical material: Gen. 3:9–21; Exod. 12:21–27; Lev. 2:1–3; Gen. 22:1–19; Lev. 17:10, 

11; Phil. 4:18; Rom. 12:1.  

 

Quotes 

• A man who was completely innocent, offered himself as a sacrifice for the good 

of others, including his enemies, and became the ransom of the world. It was a 

perfect act. Mahatma Gandhi 

• It only stands to reason that where there’s sacrifice, there’s someone collecting 

the sacrificial offerings. Where there’s service, there is someone being served. 

The man who speaks to you of sacrifice is speaking of slaves and masters, and 

intends to be the master. Ayn Rand  

• One life is all we have and we live it as we believe in living it. But to sacrifice 

what you are and to live without belief, that is a fate more terrible than dying. 

Joan of Arc  

• It is not enough to say we must not wage war. It is necessary to love peace and 

sacrifice for it. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

• Great achievement is usually born of great sacrifice, and is never the result of 

selfishness. Napoleon Hill  

• This was what love meant after all: sacrifice and selflessness. It did not mean 

hearts and flowers and a happy ending, but the knowledge that another’s well-

being is more important than one’s own.  Melissa de la Cruz 

 

Questions 

 What was the sacrificial system for? What were we supposed to learn from this? 

The other nations also practiced sacrifice—what was the difference? How could sacrifice 

be misunderstood? How did the sacrificial system find fulfillment in Christ? How does 

God look in the whole system of sacrifices and offerings? 

 

Bible summary 

 Gen. 3:9-21 tells us about the Fall of Adam and Eve, but it does not specifically 

say anything about the sacrificial system. In Exod. 12:21-27 Moses gives the people 

instructions about how to observe the Passover including the sacrificing of a lamb. Lev. 2 

speaks of the different offerings. Gen. 22:1-19 is the story of the Abraham and Isaac, and 

needs to be understood in the context of Abraham’s relationship with God rather than the 

sacrificial system. Lev. 17:10, 11 explain the symbolism of blood meaning life. Paul in 

Phil. 4:18 FBV notes that gifts to God are a pleasing offering: “So I encourage you, my 

brothers and sisters, because of God’s compassion for you, to dedicate your bodies as a 

living offering that is holy and pleasing to God. This is the logical way to worship.” 

 

Comment  

 What’s the point of the sacrificial system? God himself raises the question: “To 

what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me?” Isaiah 1:11 KJV. Especially in 

the context—of those who believe all that is required is to go through the ceremony. Why 
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sacrifice? To repeat the old bumper sticker: “God has said it. I believe it. That’s all there 

is to it.”  

God certainly did initiate the sacrificial system. He told the Israelites what to do—

in great detail. Trouble was they got caught up in the system, the mechanics of salvation, 

and failed to see the point of it all. So eventually God himself has to intervene, and 

explain that what they are doing is not what he wanted. 

“What are you doing?” he asks. What are you thinking? What is the point of all 

this ceremonial stuff? Most of all: what kind of God do you think I am that you should 

act this way? 

God puts it bluntly: “I have no desire for the blood of bulls, of sheep and he-goats. 

Whenever you come to enter my presence—who asked you for this?” Isaiah 1:11-12 

NEB. 

The ritualistic worshiper may be forgiven for being surprised. After all, isn’t he 

doing exactly what God told him to do? “Who asked for this—well you did, God!” The 

one doing the sacrificing can point to chapter and verse, declaring “See, it says so right 

here!” 

But now God is saying that’s not what he wants: “Do you think I want all these 

sacrifices you keep offering to me? I have had more than enough…” Isaiah 1:11 TEV. 

More than enough. For the religious systematizers of Isaiah’s day had reduced the 

sacrificial system to just a system. Sinned? No problem—just sacrifice, and it’s all taken 

care of! So easy… Sinned again? Same answer—another sacrifice. More sins, more 

sacrifices. It’s a simple payback system—you get into debit, and so you gain credit 

through sacrifice. Simple! 

So God has to fix the misconception: “I have no pleasure in the blood of bulls and 

lambs and goats.” Isaiah 1:11 NIV. What were you thinking? That I was some kind of 

bloodthirsty ogre who could only be satisfied with blood and the violent death of 

animals?  

In fact God has to put the whole system on the line, rejecting the gross perversion 

of what he had intended: “Who asked you to do all this tramping about in my Temple? 

It’s useless to bring your offerings. I am disgusted…” Isaiah 1:12 TEV. 

So what does God want, speaking through Isaiah to his people? “Take your evil deeds out 

of my sight! Stop doing wrong, learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. 

Defend the cause of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow.” Isaiah 1:16, 17 NIV. 

Instead of relying on some ritualistic system, do right! Instead of “taking care of sin” in 

some legal way, God tells his people to learn and accept the ways of right doing and right 

being.  

Instead of a preoccupation with legal status, what is far more important in God’s 

eyes is a life that is lived right. He would rather you spend time in doing right for others 

than in fulfilling what you believe are significant religious niceties. For you can be 

wholly wrong even as you try to observe the religious laws. How? Because of the way 

you are thinking. 

What God is looking for is a meaningful relationship. He identifies what he really 

wants: “This is the one I esteem: he who is humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at 

my word.” Isaiah 66:2 NIV. Respect, honor, acceptance—a serious attitude that is 

thinking Godwards; not a blind following of the rules that will “fix” any problems with 

this demanding deity. 
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God wants true love and agreement, true obedience that is based on recognizing 

right rather than blind, uncaring ritual. For as Hebrews makes clear, “it’s impossible for 

the blood of bulls and goats to remove sins.” Hebrews 10:4 FBV. Nor is it a question of 

the actual blood when it comes to Christ. Once again this is symbolic, a shorthand for the 

death of Jesus for us. While we can repeat the phrases about the blood, we miss the point 

just as much as the Israelites, if we don’t ask questions about meaning. Otherwise we can 

convey the idea that God is blood-thirsty, or demanding like Shylock who required his 

pound of flesh.  

In so many ways, the sacrifice of Jesus is for us, not for God. He is showing us his 

self-giving nature. He is not appeasing the Father, trying to persuade him to love us. It 

was because of the Father’s love that Jesus came (John 3:16), so this concept of sacrifice 

is completely unnecessary and wrong.  

It’s really important to rethink our understanding of the meaning and intent of the 

sacrificial system that God initiated. The truth is that as with everything that God does, 

it’s for us. God is not demanding things to please himself. But he does know that unless 

we come to him then he cannot heal us. Only God can heal the damage of sin—and 

systems are no substitute for a deeply personal relationship with our loving Lord. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 The heathen systems of sacrifice were a perversion of the system that God had 

appointed…  {DA 28} 

 Looking upon the crucified Redeemer, we more fully comprehend the magnitude 

and meaning of the sacrifice made by the Majesty of heaven. The plan of salvation is 

glorified before us, and the thought of Calvary awakens living and sacred emotions in our 

hearts. Praise to God and the Lamb will be in our hearts and on our lips; for pride and 

self-worship cannot flourish in the soul that keeps fresh in memory the scenes of Calvary.  

{DA 661} 

 The infinite mercy and love of Jesus, the sacrifice made in our behalf, call for 

most serious and solemn reflection. We should dwell upon the character of our dear 

Redeemer and Intercessor. We should seek to comprehend the meaning of the plan of 

salvation. We should meditate upon the mission of Him who came to save His people 

from their sins. By constantly contemplating heavenly themes, our faith and love will 

grow stronger. Our prayers will be more and more acceptable to God, because they will 

be more and more mixed with faith and love. They will be more intelligent and fervent. 

There will be more constant confidence in Jesus, and you will have a daily, living 

experience in the willingness and power of Christ to save unto the uttermost all that come 

unto God by Him. {AG 34} 

 The sacrificial offerings, and the priesthood of the Jewish system, were instituted 

to represent the death and mediatorial work of Christ. All those ceremonies had no 

meaning, and no virtue, only as they related to Christ, who was Himself the foundation 

of, and who brought into existence the entire system… {LHU 24} 

 Ever since his fall, Satan has been at work to establish himself as ruler of this 

earth. He saw the sacrificial offerings which had been ordained to represent Christ as 

dying for the race; and he tried in every possible way to so pervert them that the people 

would lose sight of their true meaning. {RH, March 9, 1886} 
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