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2. “Heaven” on Earth (4Q 2013—The Sanctuary) 

 

Biblical material: Gen. 1:31–2:3; Exod. 39:32, 43; 25:9; Heb. 8:5; John 2:19–21; 1 Cor. 

3:16, 17; Rev. 21:1–22. 

 

Quotes 

• Earth’s crammed with heaven, And every common bush afire with God; But only 

he who sees, takes off his shoes—The rest sit round it and pluck blackberries. 

Elizabeth Barrett Browning 

• I have come home at last! This is my real country! I belong here. This is the land I 

have been looking for all my life, though I never knew it till now... C.S. Lewis 

• The critical question for our generation—and for every generation—is this: If you 

could have heaven, with no sickness, and with all the friends you ever had on 

earth, and all the food you ever liked, and all the leisure activities you ever 

enjoyed, and all the natural beauties you ever saw, all the physical pleasures you 

ever tasted, and no human conflict or any natural disasters, could you be satisfied 

with heaven, if Christ were not there?  John Piper 

• The experience of eternity right here and now is the function of life. Heaven is not 

the place to have the experience; here is the place to have the experience. Joseph 

Campbell 

• We may speak about a place where there are no tears, no death, no fear, no night; 

but those are just the benefits of heaven. The beauty of heaven is seeing God. Max 

Lucado 

• Rabe’a al-Adiwiyah, a great woman saint of Sufism, was seen running through 

the streets of her hometown, Basra, carrying a torch in one hand and a bucket of 

water in the other. When someone asked her what she was doing, she answered, 

“I am going to take this bucket of water and pour it on the flames of hell, and then 

I am going to use this torch to burn down the gates of paradise so that people will 

not love God for want of heaven or fear of hell, but because He is God.”  John 

Green 

 

Questions 

 How do we get an insight into what happens in heaven? What are the dangers of 

drawing unsubstantiated conclusions? How do we understand the connection between 

heaven and earth? What is God trying to communicate from heaven to earth? What do we 

see of God and his answers in the great controversy from the sanctuary? 

 

Bible summary 

 Gen. 1:31–2:3 describe God’s completion of Creation and establishment of the 

Sabbath. Exod. 39:32, 43 and 25:9 are illustrative of the detailed instructions given to 

Moses on how to construct the sanctuary. Much of the meaning of the details may be lost 

on us today. Hebrews tells us that the earthly sanctuary is “a copy, a mere shadow of 

what is in heaven.” Heb. 8:5 FBV. John 2:19–21 references the Temple as his body, 

while 1 Cor. 3:16, 17 speaks of our bodies being God’s Temple. In the earth made new, 

the New Jerusalem has no temple, for God himself is there. 
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Comment  
The lesson points to similarities between the establishment of the Garden of Eden 

and the earthly sanctuary. Whatever the exact relationship, God is always trying to teach 

and explain, and we should make sure we see the sanctuary in that light. God was trying 

through the sanctuary and its services to reveal himself and the plan of salvation in the 

context of the great controversy.  

Consequently how we understand the sanctuary will depend on how we 

understand God and his character. Exactly how the heavenly sanctuary related to that on 

earth is not clear, except that the earthly is a copy of the heavenly. To what extent it 

duplicates or not is a matter of debate and interpretation. But what is clear is that God is 

trying to communicate, to teach, to explain. So what do we understand when we start 

looking at this “heaven” on earth? 

So while it is true that God intended the sanctuary on earth as a means of 

explanation, in many ways the lessons are incomplete. As Hebrews states, the sanctuary 

only worked in symbol form, for the blood of bulls and goats doesn’t take away sin. The 

focus on the ceremonial often means that it is understood literally. But the services did 

not actually fix the sin problem, and the broken relationship with God was not restored. 

 If this is so, why did God institute the system? Is it not because at least this was a 

way in which believers might catch a glimpse of what God could do? And is it not the 

same for us today? Can we not become as preoccupied with the system and all the 

procedures and fail to see the God who wants us to come to him for healing salvation?  

 The danger in looking too much at the sanctuary is that we spend our time on the 

symbols and the practices, and don’t see God. For as is so often mentioned yet so little 

practiced, the sanctuary was a picture book, a teaching device, an illustration to help an 

illiterate band of wanderers the fundamental truths about God and salvation.  

 So instead of asking the interpretation of every piece of furniture, let us ask what 

insights into the nature and character of God are provided by the sanctuary. As Hebrews 

concludes: “They’re just religious regulations—about food and drink, and various 

ceremonies involving washing—which were put in place until the time of God’s new way 

of relating to him.” Hebrews 9:10 FBV. In other words, they were teaching tools on the 

way to truth, but they were not the truth. Jesus is the truth—and what is the truth he came 

to reveal? The full truth about God, and the solution of the issues in the Great 

Controversy, and how he could save us from ourselves. It is only from that perspective 

that the sanctuary makes sense. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Many forgot the true significance of these offerings; and the great truth that 

through Christ alone there is forgiveness of sin, was lost to them. The multiplying of 

sacrificial offerings, the blood of bulls and goats, could not take away sin…  {AG 155} 

 As Jesus came into the temple, He took in the whole scene. He saw the unfair 

transactions. He saw the distress of the poor, who thought that without shedding of blood 

there would be no forgiveness for their sins. {DA 157.2} 

 They [Eli’s sons] had no proper appreciation of the character of God or of the 

sacredness of His law. His service was to them a common thing. From childhood they 

had been accustomed to the sanctuary and its service; but instead of becoming more 

reverent, they had lost all sense of its holiness and significance. {PP 575-6} 
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