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11. Our Prophetic Message (4Q 2013—The Sanctuary) 

 

Biblical material: Revelation 10; Dan. 12:4–9; Revelation 14; 11:17, 18; Revelation 13; 

Gen. 7:11; 11:1–9; Jeremiah 50, 51. 

 

Quotes 

• I know that some are always studying the meaning of the fourth toe of the right 

foot of some beast in prophecy and have never used either foot to go and bring 

men to Christ. Vance Havner 

• The truth of scripture demolishes speculation. R.C. Sproul 

• Prophecy takes up approximately one-fourth of all Scripture. And yet we have 

soft-pedalled what the Bible says about future history… A tremendously relevant 

and gripping part of the Christian hope has been left out. Leighton Ford 

• Prophecy is not given to make men prophets , but as a witness to God when it is 

fulfilled. Isaac Newton 

• We need to learn to set our course by the stars, not by the lights of every passing 

ship. Omar Bradley  

• The people who were honored in the Bible were the false prophets. It was the 

ones we call the prophets who were jailed and driven into the desert, and so on. 

Noam Chomsky 

• Only he who can see the invisible can do the impossible. Frank Gaines 

 

Questions 

 What is prophecy “for”? While we can gain confidence in God over the 

fulfillment of prophecy, is this the only aspect to look at here? What about issues of 

goodness, right, and truth? Does fulfilled prophecy convince everyone? How prophecy 

play out in our post-modern world? Do the prophecies prove Jesus, or does Jesus prove 

the prophecies? 

 

Bible summary 

 Revelation 10 speaks of the little scroll that was sweet to taste but bitter to the 

stomach. But both here and in Dan. 12:4-9 the prophet is told to seal up the words until 

the time of the end. Our church has taken Revelation 14 as its theme and message, 

especially the third angel’s message. In Revelation 11:17, 18 the twenty-four elders 

praise God for his intended actions completing prophecy. Our interest in the prophetic 

beasts continues in Revelation 13 with the beasts from the sea and from the earth. Noah’s 

prophecy of the flood was fulfilled in Gen. 7:11, as was God’s actions against the 

builders of the Tower of Babel in Gen. 11:1–9. God’s message against false religion 

symbolized by Babylon is conveyed by the prophet Jeremiah (chapters 50 and 51). 

 

Comment   

God through prophecy “makes the end known from the beginning.” Not 

completely, but sufficiently.Why is this—what is it for? Surely it is not simply to satisfy 

our curiosity as to what lies ahead, rather it is to confirm that despite the apparent success 

of evil and the problems of sin and the seeming randomness of life, God still exercises 

control over his universe and will bring it back into harmony once more. In the context of 
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this quarter’s studies, such prophetic perspectives also endorse the validity and 

trustworthiness of Scripture. 

 The difference between prophecies in the Bible and predictions of today is that 

prophecies center on the plans and purposes of God, not on the impacts of wayward 

comets or Martian invasions! Bible prophecies are not so much about the future, but 

about God’s involvement in human events. In this way we once again see the great 

controversy unfolding, the revelation of the issues behind the cosmic conflict. 

 There’s no question that prophecy is part of the evidence. But in another sense, 

the greater emphasis should be on the nature and character of this prophecy-fulfilling 

God. For even if prophecy is true, no one would want a relationship with a God who is as 

the Devil describes him. Consequently we have to look not only at the events, but at 

reasons and consequences. God is always working for good, yet in this world of sin tragic 

and problematic things happen. That’s another thing we need to learn from history—that 

sin is very corrosive to God’s kingdom and methods, that the innocent suffer with the 

guilty, and that God is affected too. 

 Future prophecy—particularly regarding the end and the second coming—is also 

part of the Biblical prophetic message. If past prophecy has been fulfilled, then future 

prophecy can be considered reliable. However what of the unfulfilled prophecies in the 

Old Testament—for example the promises to Israel that were contingent on their positive 

response? The fact that they went their own way meant that God’s promises were not 

applicable—does this mean that prophecies failed? 

 The issue is truly a question of trust. Not only whether God can be trusted to 

fulfill prophecy, but whether he can be trusted to run the universe wisely and well, and 

whether we will be comfortable and happy in his presence. Most importantly, do we trust 

God enough to give ourselves to him, so that he may repair the damage done by sin, to 

heal us from the disease of evil, to remake us into his divine image once more? Only then 

can we say we truly trust this trustworthy God. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

Every nation that has come upon the stage of action has been permitted to occupy 

its place on the earth, that it might be seen whether it would fulfill the purpose of “the 

Watcher and the Holy One.” Prophecy has traced the rise and fall of the world’s great 

empires--Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. With each of these, as with nations 

of less power, history repeated itself. Each had its period of test, each failed, its glory 

faded, its power departed, and its place was occupied by another. While the nations 

rejected God’s principles, and in this rejection wrought their own ruin, it was still 

manifest that the divine, overruling purpose was working through all their movements. 

{Ed 176-7} 

Christ quoted a prophecy which more than a thousand years before had predicted 

what God’s foreknowledge had seen would be. The prophecies do not shape the 

characters of the men who fulfill them. Men act out their own free will, either in 

accordance with a character placed under the molding of God or a character placed under 

the harsh rule of Satan.  {RH, November 13, 1900} 

 As we see the fulfilment of the prophecy, our faith in the final triumph of Christ’s 

kingdom should be increased. We should go forth with courage to do our appointed work.  

{RH, May 3, 1906} 
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