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1. The Heavenly Sanctuary (4Q 2013—The Sanctuary) 

 

Biblical material: Jer. 23:23, 24; Ps. 89:14; Revelation 4, 5; Ps. 11:4–7; Deut. 25:1; Heb. 

8:1, 2; 1 Kings 8:49. 

 

Quotes 

• They [the Israelites] had drifted so far away that they could not comprehend how 

God could live with them, being-invisible, so God said, “Let them make Me a 

sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.” (Ex. 25:8) The pillar of cloud above the 

tabernacle and God’s visible presence manifested within, helped the Israelites 

more easily to comprehend the real abiding presence of the Lord with them. 

Stephen Haskell 

• The Sanctuary was the heart of the typical system. There the Lord placed his 

name, manifested his glory, and held converse with the High Priest, relative to the 

welfare of Israel. O.R.L. Crozier 

• Mankind have banned the Divinity from their presence; they have relegated him 

to a sanctuary; the walls of the temple restrict his view; he does not exist outside 

of it. Denis Diderot 

• When introverts go to church, we crave sanctuary in every sense of the word, as 

we flee from the disorienting distractions of twenty-first-century life. We desire to 

escape from superficial relationships, trivial communications and the constant 

noise that pervade our world, and find rest in the probing depths of God’s love. 

Adam S. McHugh 

• Sanctuary, on a personal level, is where we perform the job of taking care of our 

soul. Christopher Forrest McDowell 

 

Questions 
What are we meant to learn from the sanctuary? Which sanctuary is the copy? 

Why do we persist in defining the heavenly sanctuary by the earthly? What was the 

sanctuary meant to do? Of what value is “sanctuary language” to people today? Most of 

all, what is the sanctuary designed to accomplish in our relationship to God? 

 

Bible summary 

  In Jer. 23:23, 24 God reminds his people that he is also God of heaven, of far-

away places! Ps. 89:14 stresses God’s righteousness, love, and faithfulness. Revelation 4, 

5 extends the sanctuary concepts, speaking of the throne of God, the worship of the Lord, 

and the Lamb and the scroll. Ps. 11:4-7 speaks of the Lord being in his holy temple, and 

how he is investigating the acts of human beings. The Mosaic Law instructs that disputes 

are to be taken before a judge. “The main point of what we’re saying is this: We have just 

such a high priest who is seated at the right hand of God, who sits in majesty on his 

throne in heaven.” Heb. 8:1 FBV. 1 Kings 8:49 explains that “from heaven, your 

dwelling place, hear their prayer and their plea, and uphold their cause.” 

 

Comment   
 The challenge of this quarter’s topic on the heavenly sanctuary is becoming 

sidetracked. Whether it is a focus on all the elements of the sanctuary and their meaning, 
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movable thrones in heaven, or even the colors of the interior decoration, it’s all to easy to 

miss the big picture. We should also note that the earthly sanctuary was a copy of the 

heavenly sanctuary, and not the other way around. So we are learning from the copy, not 

from the original.  

 The most important aspect here is that the sanctuary on earth was given to God’s 

people of the time as a teaching aid, a help to their understanding of God. Rightly 

understood, the sanctuary was a wonderful blessing. But as so often happens, people took 

the symbols instead of reality, the ceremonies instead of a deep personal relationship with 

God. As a result, today as well as then, it’s all too easy to become bogged down in the 

minutiae rather than see the whole sanctuary message as a demonstration of the true nature 

and character of God. 

 The book of Hebrews is very much a case in point. It was written to help Jewish 

people understand how Christ fulfilled the sanctuary and its systems, using language they 

would comprehend. It was to lead them from Judaism to Christianity, and not the other way 

around. The coming of Christ ended the need for the old systems, because now God had 

been revealed in person. The essential point is to understand the whole system in a way that 

does not revert to legalistic observance. It can be very helpful to read Hebrews in a modern 

version. For example, using J.B. Phillips’ translation of Hebrews 3 is a great help since he 

uses the concept of “not giving up trust” instead of the term “unbelief.” This points to the 

centrality of trusting God in the whole of Hebrews, and gives a greater insight—since we 

can perhaps more readily understand the importance of trust, while unbelief can be seen 

simply as a refusal to operate according to statements of belief or dogma.  

 Hebrews was written to use the old imagery and make it relevant and applicable to 

the message of Jesus. The theme is that the old methods were not wrong, just misunderstood 

and now superseded. Even the sacrificial system did not achieve what God had intended, 

because it was so often seen as some routine ritual by which the problem of sin was taken 

care of. That is why God through the later prophets actually speaks against the system, 

because it had become meaningless. This is a vital aspect of Hebrews, and which is still 

applicable today: our worship systems must make an impact, must make us think. If there is 

no thought, then worship becomes just a form, a ceremony, with no real content. Paul is 

actually saying through Hebrews that the old ways really didn’t work, and only make sense 

in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus—and since Jesus is God then we have direct 

access to God himself—the priesthood as a system is also gone. 

 The sanctuary is primarily designed to encourage our faith and confidence in God—

in other words, to develop our trust.  

 

Ellen White Comments  

 All who have received the light upon these subjects are to bear testimony of the 

great truths which God has committed to them. The sanctuary in heaven is the very center 

of Christ’s work in behalf of men. It concerns every soul living upon the earth. It opens to 

view the plan of redemption, bringing us down to the very close of time, and revealing 

the triumphant issue of the contest between righteousness and sin. It is of the utmost 

importance that all should thoroughly investigate these subjects, and be able to give an 

answer to every one that asketh them a reason of the hope that is in them. {Ev 222} 
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