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9.  No Condemnation (4Q 2017—Salvation by Faith Alone—Book of Romans) 

 

Biblical material: Romans 8 

 

Quote 

• Gospel liberty is a liberty from sin, not to sin. Thomas Hall 

• The truth makes us free from our spiritual enemies, free in the service of God, free 

to the privilege of sons. Matthew Henry 

• The Christian has been transplanted into a new soil and a new climate, and both 

soil and climate are Christ. James S. Stewart 

• Our journey is uphill, with a dead body upon our backs, the devil doing what he 

can to pull us down. Philip Henry 

• There can never be peace in the bosom of a believer. There is peace with God, but 

constant war with sin. Robert Murray M’Cheyne 

• You will not get leave to steal quietly to heaven in Christ’s company without a 

conflict and a cross. Samuel Rutherford 

• The Christian life is not a playground; it is a battleground. Warren Weirsbe 

 

Questions 

 How are we “free in Christ”? Why do we need to know there’s no condemnation? 

How does this relate to all the issues in the great controversy? What is important about 

being God’s children in all of this? What makes us his children? Is there predestination 

here? How does hope make a difference?  

 

Bible discussion 

 “So now there’s no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” (8:1 FBV). 

Some of the greatest words of encouragement in the whole of Scripture! To us who are 

all-too-aware of our faults and failings, such a statement brings comfort and hope, 

knowing that as we are “in Jesus” then we are right with God. We have been “set free 

from the law of sin and death” (8:2 FBV).  Such concepts of acceptance and liberation go 

right to the heart of our problems, and God takes care of them. No wonder this book of 

Romans has been so well-loved and appreciated, for it shows how God deals with the 

whole problem of sin—the rebellion in his universe—and how we are part of the whole 

process of vindication. The law, as previously explained, could not do this—but God in 

all his goodness can and did (8:3). 

 The chapter contrasts the death of sin and the life of God (8:6-13). God the 

healing liberator is our loving heavenly Father and we are his children (8:14-17). Despite 

sin “frustrating” God’s purpose, he will in the end fulfill what he has planned. That’s why 

we hope! (8:18-25). 

 The discussion then centers on how God works. Some have taken this to be an 

indication of predestination—that God chooses some to be saved beforehand. This clearly 

is not in accordance with the rest of Scripture that makes it clear that salvation is 

dependent on our choice. What is being argued here is that God has foreknowledge, and 

that he is able to fulfill all he says (8:26-30). 

 What should be our response? To realize that: “if God is for us, who can be 

against us?” (8:31 FBV). Note also verse 34, which describes not Jesus trying to persuade 
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the Father, but presenting our case (the term here expresses the idea of a legal advocate) 

standing beside the Father.  

 The chapter concludes with a wonderful hymn of praise to the love of  Christ—

with the total assurance that nothing can separate us from this loving God! (8:35-39).  

  

Comment   

God does nothing arbitrarily. He made us all free to choose between good and 

evil. He will never violate that freedom in one of his creatures. The whole conflict 

between truth and error, between right and wrong, must be fought out to the final 

conclusion before the eyes of all. That conclusion depends upon the power of truth and 

right to conquer finally on a fair field, in the minds of free, intelligent beings... 

If God had then and there blotted out the hosts of evil, before evil was allowed to 

develop and reveal its true nature, would not those who remained have said that the 

accusations of Satan were just, and that God had in that very act proved himself guilty? 

But this would be, not to put an end to sin, but rather to perpetuate and multiply it. The 

very object of God in doing that would thus have been defeated…. So sin must be 

allowed to develop until all God’s free, intelligent creatures shall see that sin is misery 

and that righteousness is joy… There is nothing arbitrary here. God is acquitted… 

 All this will be done, and yet the perfect freedom of every individual mind be 

maintained through it all. G. E. Fifield, God is Love (Chicago: Theodore Reese, 1897) 

pp. 152-155. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

The grace of Christ is not confined to a few. The message of mercy and 

forgiveness brought from heaven by Christ was to be heard by all. Our Saviour says, “I 

am the light of the world”… The Saviour thus unveiled the character of God, and 

revealed him as merciful, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth.  {YI, July 

29, 1897} 

While the Christian’s life will be characterized by humility, it should not be 

marked with sadness and self-depreciation. It is the privilege of everyone so to live that 

God will approve and bless him. It is not the will of our heavenly Father that we should 

be ever under condemnation and darkness. There is no evidence of true humility in going 

with the head bowed down and the heart filled with thoughts of self. We may go to Jesus 

and be cleansed, and stand before the law without shame and remorse. “There is therefore 

now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but 

after the Spirit.” Romans 8:1.  {GC 477} 

The religion of Christ means more than the forgiveness of sin; it means taking 

away our sins, and filling the vacuum with the graces of the Holy Spirit. It means divine 

illumination, rejoicing in God. It means a heart emptied of self, and blessed with the 

abiding presence of Christ. When Christ reigns in the soul, there is purity, freedom from 

sin. The glory, the fullness, the completeness of the gospel plan is fulfilled in the life. The 

acceptance of the Saviour brings a glow of perfect peace, perfect love, perfect assurance. 

The beauty and fragrance of the character of Christ revealed in the life testifies that God 

has indeed sent His Son into the world to be its Saviour.  {COL 419-20} 
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