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8. Who Is the Man of Romans 7? (4Q 2017—Salvation by Faith Alone—Book of 

Romans) 

 

Biblical material: Romans 7. 

 

Quotes 

• If sin had its way it would both dethrone and annihilate God. William S. Plumer 

• We hate sin not because its consequences are disastrous, or its forms repugnant to 

our tastes and sensibilities, but because it is a reflection upon God. J.H. Thornwell 

• Sin is essentially a departure from God. Martin Luther 

• Legalism is an abuse of the law; it is a reliance on law-keeping for acceptance 

with God, and the proud observance of laws is no part of the grace of God. Ernest 

F. Kevan 

• The law discovers the disease, the gospel gives the remedy. Martin Luther 

• The divine law, as seen by the Christian, exhibits liberty, gives liberty, is liberty. 

Robert Johnstone 

 

Questions 

 Why is this chapter such a pivotal theme in our Christian understanding? How is 

it that once we choose Jesus that sin isn’t immediately dealt with? How do we see God 

operating in our lives? What are the dangers in mistaken thinking here? What is the on-

looking universe wanting? How do we deal with the conflict of sin in our lives? 

 

Bible discussion 

  The issue of the law is developed with an illustration—the law applies to living 

people, not the dead! We all recognize that death ends our obligations… Paul uses the 

image of marriage, and how death releases the living partner from their marital vows—

while if they ignored these same vows while their spouse was alive, they would be guilty 

of adultery (7:1-4).  

 Now we’re no longer bound to the law since we have “died with Christ;” however 

we are now bound to him and what he wants. We now serve in the spirit and not in the 

letter of the law, because we are “dead” to the legal obligations, and obey for higher 

reasons (7:4-6). 

 This doesn’t mean the law is bad, of course! It is simply pointing out sin—in fact 

it makes sin that much clearer by spelling out where we go wrong. Paul employs this idea 

and with hyperbole suggests that sin uses the law to kill him! (7:7-11). He continues 

however to explain that the law is “holy, right, and good” and so we should appreciate the 

law rather than condemn it. The problem is that we are enslaved to sin. Here Paul 

explains the conflict between right and wrong, good and evil, that occurs in each of us. 

This battle between choosing right and yet ending up doing wrong is incredibly 

frustrating and depressing, as he makes very clear! (7:12-24) 

 This rule he discovers—that whatever good we choose, evil is still present (7:21) 

should remind us not to be boastful about our spiritual achievements, but to be humble 

and give the thanks to God for the positive changes observed. For it is God through Jesus 

who comes to our rescue! This is the resolution to the conflict that rages within us as 

much as throughout the universe—God wins us back to himself by himself 
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Comment  

 Much discussion has centered on “the man of Romans 7.” Those who favor a 

more “perfectionist” stance believe that Paul is describing his experience before his 

conversion. However most recognize that this continued battle with sin is ongoing, even 

after conversion, and that “The good I want to do, I don’t do; while the evil I don’t want 

to do, that’s what I end up doing!” (7:19 FBV). It’s not a question of what we want to do, 

but the fact that our human nature is twisted towards sin. This is not to excuse our 

actions, but to recognize that we were “born in sin and shapen in iniquity.”  

However more important is the conclusion that it’s Jesus who saves us from this 

tormented experience that makes us so miserable (7:24). This should lead us to look to 

him always, “the author and finisher of our faith,” for “by beholding we become 

changed.” The continual danger is looking to self—even if it is to examine ourselves for 

that “single unconfessed sin.” This leads to a preoccupation with ourselves and our 

spiritual “achievements.”  

As Charles Spurgeon once commented, “I looked at Christ and a dove of peace 

flew in my heart. I looked at the dove and it flew away.” We are to keep our focus on 

God at all times, and not be concerned about whether we have achieved the necessary 

“pass level” for entrance into the kingdom. Remember the words of Jesus about how this 

far more related to attitude and thinking than “performance-based.” 

 

Ellen White Comments 

Paul says that “as touching the law”—as far as outward acts were concerned—he 

was “blameless,” but when the spiritual character of the law was discerned, when he 

looked into the holy mirror, he saw himself a sinner. Judged by a human standard, he had 

abstained from sin, but when he looked into the depths of God’s law, and saw himself as 

God saw him, he bowed in humiliation, and confessed his guilt. He did not go away from 

the mirror and forget what manner of man he was, but he exercised genuine repentance 

toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. He was washed, he was cleansed. He 

says, “I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet. But sin, taking 

occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. For without 

the law sin was dead. For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment 

came, sin revived, and I died.”  

Sin then appeared in its true hideousness, and his self-esteem was gone. He 

became humble. He no longer ascribed goodness and merit to himself. He ceased to think 

more highly of himself than he ought, and he ascribed all the glory to God. He was no 

longer ambitious for greatness. He ceased to want to avenge himself, and was no longer 

sensitive to reproach, neglect, or contempt. He no longer sought earthly alliance, station, 

or honor. He did not pull others down to uplift himself. He became gentle, 

condescending, meek and lowly of heart, because he had learned his lesson in the school 

of Christ. He talked of Jesus and His matchless love, and grew more and more into His 

image. He bent his whole energy to win souls to Christ. When trial came upon him 

because of his unselfish labor for souls, he bowed in prayer, and his love for them 

increased. His life was hid with Christ in God, and he loved Jesus with all the ardor of his 

nature. Every church was dear to him; every church member was a person of interest to 

him; for he looked upon every soul as the purchase of the blood of Christ {6BC 1076.6} 
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