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7. Overcoming Sin (4Q 2017—Salvation by Faith Alone—Book of Romans) 

 

Biblical material: Romans 6; 1 John 1:8–2:1. 

 

Quotes 

• There is no justification without sanctification, no forgiveness without renewal of 

life, no real faith from which the fruits of new obedience do not grow. Martin 

Luther 

• A rigorous doctrine of imputation is not only limiting but ends up doing a 

disservice to the nature of grace and justification. It makes the transactions of the 

gospel basically juridical. In the Roman view, justification and sanctification are a 

seamless fabric. It is more than a question of God simply seeing us through a legal 

scrim of Christ’s righteousness. Righteousness actually begins to transform us. 

Thomas Howard 

• The truth is the sanctifier, and if we do not hear or read the truth, we shall not 

grow in sanctification. We only progress in sound living as we progress in sound  

understanding. Charles Spurgeon 

• Spiritual growth always involves understanding, appreciating, receiving and 

enjoying the grace of God. Sinclair B. Ferguson 

 

Questions 

 What is the relationship between sin and grace? How do we have victory over 

sin? What is the meaning of being dead to sin? How should we understand the metaphor 

of being slaves to sin and slaves to God? What kind of freedom is pictured here? How are 

we to react—to follow Christ as example, or Christ as savior? How does this reveal God? 

 

Bible discussion 

 In this chapter the way we should think about sin is developed. It’s not a question of 

sinning more so God can do more for us (6:1, 15)—this perverse idea seems to have begun 

early in the Christian church. Paul rightly and categorically rejects such a concept for we’re 

not controlled by sin anymore, so how can we give ourselves to sin? Paul uses the image of 

being buried with Christ in baptism and raised with him in resurrection as a way of 

illustrating how we are to be dead to the slavery of sin, now “enslaved” by God (6:3-14). 

Note that this “slavery” to right and to God  is to the God who sets us free, so it should not 

be taken in a literal sense that we are slaves without choice, with unthinking obedience 

following the demands of God (6:15-23). However for those who operate from a servant 

mentality, this at least is applicable—if you were once a slave to sin, now you are a slave to 

God and should do what he tells you! 

 

Comment  

 It’s important to notice here that the “victory over sin” of the title is not by following 

Christ as example, but by being identified with him in his power. It is as we are 

symbolically buried and raised with him that there is victory, for it is his victory. Over and 

over again Paul makes it clear that we are not operating from our own power—we simply 

choose God, and he is the one who empowers.  
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  We critique those with a more legal/forensic mindset for the whole concept of 

imputed righteousness in the sense of an adjustment of legal standing. This of course 

comes from a misreading of Romans. But equally dangerous is the trend I see developing 

of “imputed perfection,” or as it has been termed, needing the perfected character of 

Christ infused/imparted into us. Or in the words of another phrase used, reproducing 

Christ’s character in our minds. 

It’s disturbing to see such supposed additions to the fundamental message of 

healing trust. How does God reproduce this character in our minds? Is it like copying the 

contents of one hard drive over to another? Or perhaps our minds are “reformatted” 

before the new data is superimposed? This does not sound like the actions of the God we 

know. The danger is similar in this concept of imputed perfection. Are we really saying 

that this is “imputed” to us? Or “transfused”? This mechanical process sees sin as some 

kind of object that needs to be tackled by some medicine or physical process. But we 

know that sin is the broken relationship. It is our relationship, our attitude, and our 

thinking towards God that needs to be changed, and that can only come about by a 

relational change, not by some imputing or infusing. What brings me back into 

atonement, harmony, with someone whose friendship I have lost? It is by being willing to 

trust, to restore the relationship. It is not achieved by any physical process, or by the 

transfer of data--or even character! We develop the character of Christ by continually 

trusting in him—it is not something that is handed over to us like a new suit. 

The danger is that if we are not careful such objectivization of the mechanics of 

salvation will lead us to forget that God describes the atonement in relational terms—

love, forgiveness, attracting, drawing, seeking, caring, saving. Sin is not an object. 

Consequently the way God deals with sin is not as an object. God knows it is about 

winning back our trust through a demonstration of who he really is—winning us back to 

a relationship with him. Anything else is a relapse to concepts based on sin as an object, 

an imposed penalty that has to be dealt with all that language we’ve left behind.  

 

Ellen White Comments 

But it is painfully apparent that the higher truths of God’s Word are not 

comprehended by the majority of those who profess to be followers of Christ. It is not a 

belief in a theory of the atonement that will save the soul; it is faith in the fact that Jesus 

died for our transgressions, that melts and subdues the heart. When we believe that Christ 

is our personal Saviour, we realize that His love has a constraining power over us. It is 

when we behold a dying Redeemer that we can say “He is my trust, my sanctification, my 

righteousness.”  {PrT, January 30, 1890} 

We must have that faith in God that takes him at his word. We can have no 

victory without cloudless confidence; for “without faith it is impossible to please” God... 

In order to exercise intelligent faith we should study the word of God. The Bible, and the 

Bible alone, communicates a correct knowledge of the character of God and his will 

concerning us. {RH, January 10, 1888} 

 …the great matter to be decided in the conflict was not merely between God and 

man; every creature that God had created was involved in the conflict. The unfallen 

worlds saw that the character of God could be vindicated only through this trial and 

conflict of the two forces. The attributes of God must be made to appear. {YI, April 15, 

1897} 
Prepared February 17, 2017 © Jonathan Gallagher 2017  


