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6. Adam and Jesus (4Q 2017—Salvation by Faith Alone—Book of Romans) 

 

Biblical material: Romans 5. 

 

Quotes 

• Friend or Foe? Our Shifting View of God… Most of us find that our view of God 

vacillates considerably. M. Blaine Smith 

• The knowledge of God is very far from the love of Him. Blaise Pascal  

• God seeks real people, who long to know him, and he responds to their longing by 

revealing himself—his person—to them and entering into a friendship that 

surpasses any other. Larry Baden 

• Am I not destroying my enemies when I make friends of them? Abraham Lincoln 

• Friendship is one mind in two bodies. Mencius 

• The greatest healing therapy is friendship and love. Hubert H. Humphrey 

• Listen to your enemy, for God is talking. Jewish proverb 

 

Questions 

 Why is it so significant to recognize that God can make us his friends? What is 

the concept of sin detailed in this chapter? How is possible to go from paradise lost to 

paradise restored? How does this illustrate the results of different choices? On what 

principles does God run his universe? How does he win his children back to trust? 

 

Bible discussion 

Central to this chapter are verses 10 and 11: “When we were his enemies God 

made us his friends through the death of his Son, so we can be absolutely sure he will 

save us through the life of his Son. But that’s not all—now we can rejoice because of 

what God has done through our Lord Jesus Christ to make us his friends.’ (5:10, 11 

FBV). More than just “expounding the faith,” this is the incredible good news that God 

can make us one with him once more, that we’re no longer his enemies but his friends! 

As we trust in God, he makes us right and the enmity is gone (5:1). Consequently 

we have total confidence in God, and hope for the future. For while we were still sinful 

people, Christ died for us. (5:2-9). Through Jesus, the loss caused by Adam is more than 

made up for—that’s the theme of the rest of the chapter. Death came through Adam and 

Eve’s action of distrusting God, but life comes through Christ. 

An interesting aspect is the idea that sin wasn’t “counted” before the law was 

given (5:13), but death still ruled! In other words, even though the written law wasn’t 

being broken (because it hadn’t been given), the consequences of sin still happened. But 

through Jesus, the rule of death is replaced by Jesus’ gift of salvation, so we can rule in 

life (5:17). Adam and Jesus are contrasted, with the consequences of the choices made 

being spelled out (5:14-19). Finally another “rule” picture is given—the contrast between 

the rule of sin and the rule of grace (5:21). 

 

Comment  

The word translated “from enemies to friends” is also translated reconcile” 

(5:10). This process of reconciliation is essential to change enemies into friends—

to bring them together in harmony so that they can become one. The problem is 
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with our enmity, our estrangement from God. It’s not that God is our enemy, we 

are his enemies. That’s the problem, and that’s the situation that needs to be 

changed—reconciliation needs to happen. We’re the rebels; we’re the ones who 

want to go our own way; we’re the ones who turn our backs on God. We treat 

God as our enemy, and we treat each other that way too. 

What do enemies do? They spoil things, they act malevolently and deceptively. 

Who is the enemy in the Biblical picture? It is Satan the Accuser, the Enemy who seeks 

to make everyone else in the universe into God’s enemy too… This is our choice—to 

identify with the world and its value system that is opposed to God’s principles, and in 

doing so we place ourselves in opposition to God, choosing to be his enemies… 

 This universe-wide picture must not be missed, since it’s central to understanding 

the whole plan of salvation that involved far more than just this planet. The conflict 

between God and Satan has a cosmic aspect to it—for the war began in heaven (Rev. 

12:7). Even those angels that remained loyal to God surely had many questions, and in 

God’s wisdom he chooses to work not from claims but through demonstration. So the 

Cross answers far more than just issues about our situation—it impacts the whole 

universe-wide controversy over God and his actions that was initiated by Satan the 

Accuser. So God chooses to make his nature clear, and explain himself and his character 

through the gift of himself. In this way he reconciles the whole universe. Jesus wins the 

victory over who is right, who is telling the truth, who is trustworthy. Through his life 

and death and resurrection he demonstrates the truth about God as he truly is, and 

completely defeats the Enemy and his accusations. His victory is not based on power and 

might, but through his totality of love and forgiveness and healing, vividly revealed at the 

Cross. As a result, Jesus draws everyone—and he means everyone: “When I am lifted up 

from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself.” John 12:32 NLT. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

It was the mission of Jesus to reconcile men to God…{GC 46} 

In love He comes to reveal the Father, to reconcile man to God, to make him a 

new creature renewed after the image of Him who created him.  {1SM 321} 

It was the mission of Jesus to reconcile man to God, and thus to his fellow-man. 

{4SP 47} 

That which alone can effectually restrain from sin in this world of darkness, will 

prevent sin in heaven. The significance of the death of Christ will be seen by saints and 

angels. Fallen men could not have a home in the paradise of God without the Lamb slain 

from the foundation of the world. Shall we not then exalt the cross of Christ? The angels 

ascribe honor and glory to Christ, for even they are not secure except by looking to the 

sufferings of the Son of God. It is through the efficacy of the cross that the angels of 

heaven are guarded from apostasy. Without the cross they would be no more secure 

against evil than were the angels before the fall of Satan. Angelic perfection failed in 

heaven. Human perfection failed in Eden, the paradise of bliss. All who wish for security 

in earth or heaven must look to the Lamb of God.  {5BC 1132} 

The plan of salvation, making manifest the justice and love of God, provides an 

eternal safeguard against defection in unfallen worlds. . . . The death of Christ on the 

cross of Calvary is our only hope in this world, and it will be our theme in the world to 

come. {ST Dec. 30, 1889} 
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