
1 

 

13. Christian Living (4Q 2017—Salvation by Faith Alone—Book of Romans) 

 

Biblical material: Romans 14–16. 

Quotes 

• Practical wisdom is only to be learned in the school of experience. Precepts and 

instruction are useful so far as they go, but, without the discipline of real life, they 

remain of the nature of theory only. Samuel Smiles 

• A religion that takes no account of practical affairs and does not help to solve 

them is no religion. Gandhi 

• Like all pure creatures, cats are practical. William S. Burroughs 

• Here, class attendance is expected and students are required to take notes, which 

they are tested on. What is missing, it seems to me, is the use of knowledge, the 

practical training. Harrison Salisbury 

• The careful reading of the Acts afforded me a practical picture of the early 

church; which made me feel deeply the contrast with its actual present state; 

though still, as ever beloved by God. John Nelson Darby 

• If religion were true, its followers would not try to bludgeon their young into an 

artificial conformity; but would merely insist on their unbending quest for truth, 

irrespective of artificial backgrounds or practical consequences. H. P. Lovecraft 

 

Questions 

 Why are the practical issues so important? Can our thinking become too abstract 

to be useful? Is vegetarianism being weak? What has food got to do with it? How do we 

demonstrate true care for each other? What kind of principles are to be followed as we 

relate to one another? How is God revealed so we can trust and obey him? 

 

Bible discussion/comment 

 “Dealing with practical issues” might be a better title than the one given for this 

lesson, since it might otherwise seem somewhat dismissive. What is said in Romans 14-

16 is significant, and let’s not just say it’s just more commentary. The fact that Paul chose 

to write these things down and discuss them would indicate he considered them 

important! 

In the final chapters of Romans Paul picks up some of the controversial subjects 

of his time, particularly the issue of food laws and whether it is right to eat food offered 

to idols (dealt with more extensively in 1 Cor. 8). The significant point is not the actual 

issue, but how we deal with such differences as Christians. “Those who eat anything must 

not look down on those that won’t, and those who won’t eat must not criticize those who 

do—for God has accepted them both…If your fellow-believer is hurt by you over matters 

of food, then you’re no longer acting in a loving way. Don’t destroy someone for whom 

Christ died with arguments over what you should eat… Don’t destroy the work of God 

with arguments over food. Everything is clean—but it would be wrong for someone to 

eat and offend others. It’s better not to eat meat or drink wine or anything else that would 

cause your fellow-believer to stumble. What you personally believe is between you and 

God, and it’s good for people not to punish themselves for doing what they think is right! 
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But if you have doubts then it’s wrong to eat, because you’re not convinced it’s right. It’s 

a sin to do something you don’t believe is right.” (14:3, 15, 20-23 FBV). 

 This outlines a fundamental principle in how we relate to one another, and what 

we do ourselves. The attitude is one of respect for the other, and not insisting on having 

our own way. This is not compromising of principle, but allowing the principle of love to 

operate in our dealing with each other. The key is “So accept one another, just as Christ 

accepted you, to God’s glory.” (15:7 FBV). This mutual acceptance goes a long way to 

defuse conflict and to make sure we live together in an amicable spirit. 

 Paul’s prayer for the church in Rome is: “May the God of hope completely fill 

you with every kind of joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you will overflow with 

hope through the power of the Holy Spirit! I’m totally convinced that you, my brothers 

and sisters, are overflowing with goodness, filled with every kind of knowledge, and well 

able to teach one another. I’ve written to you quite bluntly about some of this, just to 

remind you again.” (15:13-15 FBV). He doesn’t mind writing bluntly if it gets the results 

needed! And his conclusion is a beautiful hymn to the God who has revealed himself to 

win us back to love and trust. What better way to end this quarter’s studies than these 

final verses:
  

Now to him who can strengthen you  

Through the good news I share and the message of Jesus Christ,  

According to the mystery that’s been revealed 

That had been hidden for an eternity, but is now made visible; 

And through the prophets’ writings,  

Following the command of the eternal God, 

Is made known to everyone everywhere so they can trust and obey him; 

To the one and only wise God, 

Through Jesus Christ— 

To him be glory for ever. Amen. (16:25-27 FBV) 

 

Ellen White Comments  

For the epistle to the church at Rome, every Christian has reason to thank God. .. 

From Paul’s day to the present time, God by His Holy Spirit has been calling after 

the Jew as well as the Gentile. “There is no respect of persons with God,” declared Paul. 

The apostle regarded himself as “debtor both to the Greeks, and to the barbarians,” as 

well as to the Jews; but he never lost sight of the decided advantages possessed by the 

Jews over others, “chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God.” 

“The gospel,” he declared, “is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that 

believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God 

revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.” It is of this 

gospel of Christ, equally efficacious for Jew and Gentile, that Paul in his epistle to the 

Romans declared he was not ashamed.  {AA 373, 380} 

     The science of redemption is the science of all sciences, the science that is the 

study of the angels and of all the intelligences of the unfallen worlds, the science that 

engages the attention of our Lord and Saviour, the science that enters into the purpose 

brooded in the mind of the Infinite--”kept in silence through times eternal,” the science 

that will be the study of God’s redeemed throughout the endless ages. {ML 360} 
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