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12. Overcoming Evil with Good (4Q 2017—Salvation by Faith Alone—Book of 

Romans) 

 

Biblical material: Romans 12, 13. 

 

Quotes 

• The giving of the law is part of the dispensation of the covenant of grace. Donald 

MacLeod 

• Laws control the lesser man... Right conduct controls the greater one. Mark Twain 

• Good people do not need laws to tell them to act responsibly, while bad people 

will find a way around the laws. Plato 

• It is not desirable to cultivate a respect for law, so much as a respect for right. 

Henry David Thoreau 

• Law never made men a whit more just. Henry David Thoreau 

• Is it less dishonest to do what is wrong because it is not expressly prohibited by 

written law? Let us hope our moral principles are not yet in that stage of 

degeneracy. Thomas Jefferson 

 

Questions 

 What is the way to live? How does love and law come together? How do these 

instructions Paul gave to the church in Rome apply to us today? Why does our worship 

need to be logical? What are the alternatives? How does our worship describe the kind of 

person we believe God to be? How does this relate to the charges the Devil made? 

 

Bible discussion 

 These two chapters take the previous ideas and see what the consequences should 

be. Because God has made us right with him, we should be totally dedicated to God. This 

is the “logical” thing to do, and should be at the heart of our worship (12:1). 

Consequently we are to be totally renewed, thinking in a completely different way (12:2). 

Add to that the command that we are to look at ourselves “realistically” (12:3) and you 

have a great summary of the way we are to live as Christians!  

 Not that we do this alone. The great comfort is not only God working in each of 

us individually, but that we are part of the whole “body” of those who love God. We can 

help each other, and indeed we’re given spiritual gifts by God to do just that in many 

different areas (12:4-8).  

 The rest of chapter 12 are instructions—commands, even!—on how we are to 

live. These are very direct, and very helpful. For example: “Love must be genuine. Detest 

what is evil, hold on tightly to what is good. Be totally dedicated to each other in your 

brotherly love, valuing others more than yourselves. Don’t be reluctant to work hard: 

have an enthusiastic spirit as you serve the Lord. Be glad in hope, be patient when 

troubles come, keep on praying; share in providing for the needs of God’s people, and 

welcome strangers with hospitality. Bless those who persecute you—bless them, and 

don’t curse them. Be happy with those who are happy; cry with those who are crying. Be 

concerned for one other. Don’t think yourself superior to others, but live humbly. Don’t 

be conceited. Don’t pay back anyone evil for evil.” (12:9-17 FBV). 
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 These are very useful applications that continue on through to chapter 13. Here 

the perspective is expanded to consider how Christians should relate to government. It 

even gets into matters that are very much on today’s agenda—taxes! (13:1-8). After this 

the fundamental basis for the last six of ten commandments is repeated in Jesus’ words 

about loving your neighbor as yourself. In this way “love fulfills the law” (13:9, 10). We 

are to wake up, realize our opportunities and responsibilities, and put on Jesus (13:14). 

 

Comment  

 These chapters could be summed up in the phrase “Do what’s right!” The trouble is 

we often are unsure as to exactly what is right... So here it’s spelled out, so we don’t have an 

excuse for not knowing! 

 We are to be dedicated to God, and to think about how we relate to him, others, and 

society generally. In these chapters the idea that “religion isn’t meant to make sense” is 

totally rejected. In fact, the word used for our worship is “logical”—in other words our 

minds are very much involved!  

 The summary of the way we should live is clearly the result of some intense spiritual 

thinking on the subject. We are meant to pray about our situation, and using these excellent 

guidelines, work out what we are supposed to do.  

 The law is fulfilled in love—and the commandments describe the kind of people we 

are to be. This is no arbitrary command and unthinking obedience: it all makes such good 

sense. Consequently we live a completely different life, “putting on” Jesus and living in the 

way that God wants us to. We are to be aware of the times we’re living in, to be awake to 

what we should be doing—and what we shouldn’t be doing! Most of all, we are put to on 

the armor of light and live genuine lives for God. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Righteousness is right doing, and it is by their deeds that all will be judged. Our 

characters are revealed by what we do. The works show whether the faith is genuine.  

{COL 312} 

 The man who attempts to keep the commandments of God from a sense of 

obligation merely--because he is required to do so--will never enter into the joy of 

obedience. He does not obey. When the requirements of God are accounted a burden 

because they cut across human inclination, we may know that the life is not a Christian 

life. True obedience is the outworking of a principle within. It springs from the love of 

righteousness, the love of the law of God. The essence of all righteousness is loyalty to 

our Redeemer. This will lead us to do right because it is right--because right doing is 

pleasing to God.  {COL 97-8} 

 The reason why God’s people are not more spiritual minded, and have no more 

faith, I have been shown, is because they are narrowed up with selfishness. . . . It is not 

the abundance of your meetings that God accepts. It is not the numerous prayers, but the 

right-doing, doing the right thing, and at the right time. {ChS 40} 

 This life is full of gracious opportunities, which you can improve in the exercise 

of your God-given abilities to bless others, and in so doing bless yourself, without 

considering self in the matter. Trivial circumstances oftentimes prove a decided blessing 

to the one who acts from principle and has formed the habit of doing right because it is 

right. {ML 219}  
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