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9. Reformation: The Outgrowth of Revival (3Q 2013—Revival and Reformation) 

 

Biblical material: 2 Chron. 20:17–20; 1 Cor. 6:19, 20; Rev. 2:1–6; Rom. 1:16, 17; Rev. 

14:6, 7, 12; Hebrews 2:11. 

 

Quotes 

• Waiting for general revival is no excuse for not enjoying personal revival. 

Stephen Olford 

• Revival is a series of new beginnings. David McKee 

• Revival is not going down the street with a big drum; it is going back to Calvary 

with a big sob. Roy Hession 

• All that is deformed ought to be reformed. The Word of God alone teaches us 

what ought to be so, and all reform effected otherwise is vain. Francis Lambert 

• A revival does two things. First, it returns the Church from her backsliding and 

second, it causes the conversion of men and women; and it always includes the 

conviction of sin on the part of the Church. What a spell the devil seems to cast 

over the Church today! Billy Sunday  

• Reformation, like education, is a journey, not a destination. Mary Harris Jones 

• It was Deuteronomy that brought about the historical result of Josiah’s 

reformation. Julius Wellhausen 

 

Questions 

 How does revival and reformation “work”? What is our part? What is the 

meaning of our bodies being temples of the Holy Spirit? In what way does God dwell in 

us, and how does this transform us? Instead of focusing on what we do, why don’t we 

focus on who we are? How do we emphasize God as the healing agent in our lives? 

 

Bible summary 

 King Jehoshaphat urged Israel to keep their focus on God following the words of 

the prophet (see 2 Chron. 20:17-20). Paul reminded the Corinthians to stay away from 

sin, telling them: “Don’t you know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit that is 

within you, that you received from God? You don’t belong to yourself—a price was paid 

for you! So glorify God in your body!” 1 Cor. 6:19, 20 FBV. Rev. 2:1-6 is addressed to 

the church at Ephesus and is a call to return to the believers’ first love. Luther is 

referenced at being very impressed by Romans, with verses such as “I’m certainly not 

ashamed about the good news, for it’s God’s power to save everyone who trusts in him—

to the Jewish people first, and then to everyone else as well. For in the good news God is 

revealed as good and right, trustworthy from start to finish.” Romans 1:16, 17 FBV. The 

three angels’ messages of Rev. 14 are a call to return to worshiping the true God and to 

reject the false ideas of the Devil. Hebrews 2:11 tells us that as we are made holy, Jesus 

calls us his family. 

  

Comment   

 “The term reformation simply refers to this ‘growing in grace.’” (Sabbath 

afternoon’s lesson). In the same way that Luther began the Reformation by a re-emphasis 

on the truths of the gospel, so too we should come back to God and experience once 
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again his life-changing, healing love as he wins us back to trust in him. Yes, we need 

forgiveness. Yes, we need to reform. But it is God who works within us to change us, to 

re-make us in his image once again, so that we become truthful, trustworthy friends. 

 When we come back to God (revival) our lives are changed (reformation). That’s 

the simple truth of this spiritual principle. We are not left as we are, for by beholding 

Jesus we become changed. 

 Sometimes we try to turn this into some kind of program, or even something we 

do to ourselves. Let’s remind ourselves that revival comes from the outside. We are 

revived (meaning brought back to life) by God. Yes, we need to want this. God will not 

revive us without our consent. But this is not a spiritual process that we control. It is God 

who works within us both to will and to do. Nor does the change in our love come from 

any power that we have. We do not reform ourselves, we are reformed by God. We are 

“formed again” in his image—we are remade by him to be like him once more—in our 

choices, wanting the follow what is good and right. 

 So let’s not try and make this another self-help initiative! Let’s admit we are lost, 

and come back to the only one who has the power to heal us, to save us from our fatal 

sin-sickness. We are called to be temples of the Holy Spirit. What makes a temple is the 

presence of God. The temple is not holy in and of itself. It is only as God dwells in us 

through his Spirit that we have effectiveness and use. 2 Cor. 4 tells us that we are “jars of 

clay.” Such clay pots are not valuable. We clay pots are only valuable as God places his 

treasure in us. We are containers for the glory and graciousness of God, and if that is not 

a stunning concept, what is?!  

 As we look for revival and reformation, let us go in all humility to God, asking 

him for his healing salvation, praying that we will find “grace to help in time of need.” 

Heb. 4:16 KJV. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Christ’s most favorite theme was the paternal character and abundant love of God. 

The curse of every church today is that men do not adopt Christ’s methods. They think 

they can improve on the rules given in the gospel, and so are free to define them, hoping 

thus to reform the churches and the workmen. Let God be our one Master, our one Lord, 

full of goodness, compassion, and love. {TM 192-3} 

 The scribes and the Pharisees felt that they were in favor with God, and that they 

had no need of reformation; but Jesus presented parables to show them the deformity of 

self-righteousness, and revealed himself as the Great Physician to those who felt their 

need of healing. He looked with pity upon the common people, the publicans, and 

sinners, who solicited him to teach them what they must do to be saved. He drew aside 

the veil, and pointed out the nobler world, the society of heaven, which they had lost 

from their view. He brought celestial things within the range of their vision.. He longed to 

present before the scribes and the Pharisees, before the Jews and the Gentiles, the great 

things of eternal interest, in order that he might break the spell of infatuation that was 

upon them, and rescue them from the deception that imperiled their souls. He revealed to 

them how vain were the pursuits in which they were engaging, the importance of every 

moment of life, and urged upon them as upon us the necessity of giving their all to God 

and of devoting their faculties to his service, that they might bear precious fruit to the 

glory of God. {RH, March 10, 1896} 
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