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8. Discernment: The Safeguard of Revival (3Q 2013—Revival and Reformation) 

 

Biblical material: John 17:3; 1 John 2:3–6; Matt. 23:27, 28; 2 Thess. 2:9–12; 1 Cor. 

12:4–7; Ps. 119:159, 160. 

 

Quotes 

• Some people think they have discernment when actually they are just suspicious. 

Suspicion comes out of the unrenewed mind; discernment comes out of the 

renewed spirit. Joyce Meyer 

• Let discernment be your trustee, and mistakes your teacher. T.F. Hodge 

• One of the first things we learn from our teachers is discernment: the ability to tell 

truth from fiction, to know when we have lost our center and how to find it again. 

Discernment is also one of the last things we learn, when we feel our paths 

diverge and we must separate from our mentors in order to stay true to ourselves.  

Anne Hill 

• The Bible says we need to love our enemies, bless our enemies. It does not say we 

should assume our enemies' priorities. David McGee 

• Discernment is God's call to intercession, never to faultfinding. Corrie ten Boom 

• Not until the work in hand has failed and we are despised and rejected shall we 

begin to discern the intent of our heart. Watchnan Nee 

• Discernment is not a matter of simply telling the difference between right and 

wrong; rather it is telling the difference between right and almost right. Charles 

Spurgeon 

 

Questions 

 Why is the gift of discernment so important? How would you explain what this 

means? How can we be discerning without becoming judgmental? Once we have 

discerned, then what? How can we best use this ability for good? When we see something 

is wrong or incorrect, what are we to do, especially when it involves others? 

 

Bible summary 

 Jesus says, “Eternal life is this: to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 

whom you sent.” John 17:3 FBV. 1 John 2:3-6 is talking about how we discern the truth 

and follow it. The Pharisees failed to discern the discrepancy between what they taught 

and what they really were (Matt. 23:27, 28). We need to be able to discern the lies of the 

lawless one mentioned in 2 Thess. 2:9-12. As we discern God’s truth, we recognize it and  

love it. Ps. 119:159, 160. Discernment is a spiritual gift that is from God: “Now there are 

different kinds of spiritual gifts, but they come from the same Spirit. There are different 

kinds of ministries, but they come from the same Lord. There are different ways of 

working, but they come from the same God, who is at work in all of them. The Spirit is 

given to each of us and is revealed for the good of all.” 1 Cor. 12:4-7 FBV 

 

Comment 

 Finally, a study on discernment! I believe that in our world, this aspect is one of 

the most lacking, even within the church. We do not discern right and wrong, we do not 

discern the signs of the times, and most problematically, we do not discern God correctly.  
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 It reminds me of one London pastor’s lament to me some years ago: “One visiting 

preacher comes and says one thing one week and everyone says ‘Amen.” Another 

preacher comes the following week, says something the exact opposite, and everyone still 

says ‘Amen.’ Can’t they tell the difference?” 

 We need spiritual discernment! To do that, we need to be thinking! We need to be 

weighing the evidence, and with the Spirit’s help, decide what’s true. The Psalmist says, 

“I am your servant; give me discernment that I may understand your statutes.” Ps. 

119:125 NIV. We ask for discernment so we can understand, most of all the truths that 

God gives us. Without such discernment we are susceptible to the lies of the Devil, ready 

to accept false ideas about God. 

 Unfortunately the 1 Cor. 12 mentioned in our Biblical material was not quite 

complete. It goes on to say: “One person is given by the Spirit the ability to speak words 

of wisdom…. Another is given the gift of spiritual discernment… But all of these gifts 

are the work of the one and the same Spirit, sharing with each person as he alone 

chooses.” 1 Cor. 12:8, 10, 11 FBV. 

 The most important application of the gift of discernment is to our understanding 

of God. We need to discern the truth and distinguish it from all the Devil’s lies so we can 

see God’s true character and self-sacrificing love. Without such discernment we end up 

with confused concepts regarding God and our lives are damaged as a result. Jesus tells 

us if we have seen him we have seen the Father, that he is the Way, the Truth, and the 

Life—and that no one comes to the Father except through him: seeing God through Jesus. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Continual devotion establishes so close a relation between Jesus and His disciple 

that the Christian becomes like Him in mind and character. Through a connection with 

Christ he will have clearer and broader views. His discernment will be more penetrative, 

his judgment better balanced. He who longs to be of service to Christ is so quickened by 

the life-giving power of the Sun of Righteousness that he is enabled to bear much fruit to 

the glory of God.  {DA 251.1} 

 Some who have not spiritual discernment will fail to distinguish between the false 

and the true, and will highly esteem those who have no connection with God. Those who 

have been indifferent and neglectful, and have failed to grow in grace and in the 

knowledge of the truth, will be deceived. They do not comprehend the first principles of 

doctrine and experience, which secure to man the perfection of Christian character.  {RH, 

January 8, 1884} 

 The unbelief that demands perfect knowledge will never yield to the evidence 

God is pleased to give. God requires of his people faith that rests upon the weight of 

evidence, not perfect knowledge. The followers of Jesus Christ, those who accept of the 

light God sends them, must obey the voice of God speaking to them, when there are 

many other voices crying out against it. It requires discernment to distinguish the voice of 

God.  {RH, September 16, 1873} 

 The whole spiritual life is molded by our conceptions of God; and if we cherish 

erroneous views of his character, our souls will sustain injury. We should see in God one 

who yearns toward the children of men, longing to do them good. {RH, January 14, 

1890} 
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