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5. Obedience: The Fruit of Revival (3Q 2013—Revival and Reformation) 

 

Biblical material: Matt. 26:69–74, Acts 5:28–32, 6:3–10, 9:1–9, Phil. 2:5–8; 2 

Corinthians 10:4, 5. 

 

Quotes 

• Rules are for the obedience of fools and the guidance of wise men. Douglas 

Bader  

• Obedience is an act of faith; disobedience is the result of unbelief. Edwin Louis 

Cole  

• Faith and obedience are bound up in the same bundle. He that obeys God, trusts 

God; and he that trusts God, obeys God. C.H. Spurgeon 

• Force does not constitute right... obedience is due only to legitimate powers. Jean-

Jacques Rousseau  

• The bottom line in the Christian life is obedience and most people don't even like 

the word. Charles Stanley  

• Strengthen the female mind by enlarging it, and there will be an end to blind 

obedience.  

Mary Wollstonecraft  

• The believer is not redeemed by obedience to the law but he is redeemed unto it. 

John Murray 

 

Questions 
 Why is it important to talk about obedience? What is true obedience? What is the 

difference between the way a friend obeys and a servant? How can we misunderstand 

what obedience truly is? How do we show our identification and agreement with divine 

principles in our own lives? How does this impact the issues in the Great Controversy? 

 

Bible summary 

 Peter’s betrayal of Jesus is recorded in Matt. 26:69–74. But was this a lack of 

obedience, or a lack of trust? Acts 5:28-32 illustrates competing obedience—to the 

demands of the high priests, or to the disciples’ own convictions about God. Hence the 

response, “We have to obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29 FBV). The cost of 

following Jesus is shown in the martyrdom of Stephen (Acts 6). Yet this was no required 

obedience for Stephen, but a delight in following the Lord of his life. Paul was there, and 

no doubt this experience had a great impact on him (Acts 9:1-9). It’s interesting that Saul 

who became Paul surely believed he was obeying God when he was persecuting the 

Christians… True obedience is shown in the coming of Jesus: “The attitude you should 

have is the same as that of Christ Jesus. Though in his nature he was always God, he 

didn’t worry to graspingly demand his equality with God. Instead he emptied himself, 

taking the nature of a servant, becoming like a human being. Coming in human form, 

humbling himself, he submitted himself to death—even death on a cross.” Phil. 2:5–8 

FBV. 2 Cor. 10:4, 5 reminds us our weapons are spiritual, and not of this world. Similarly 

our obedience will follow the principles of God’s government that never compel; they 

simply invite agreement and acceptance as the only way to live. 

 



2 

 

Comment   
 The lesson talks about living a “life of willing obedience and humble submission 

to the Father’s will.” (Thursday). How do we differentiate between thinking agreement 

and blind obedience? What of other concepts such as agreement, identification, assent 

which far more reflect the idea of friend rather than servant?  

 The whole issue of what is to be our priority in how we answer such questions 

influences our whole relationship with God. And what is the nature of true obedience—is 

it purely in doing what we are told without even understanding why, or does God wish us 

to think, reason, and agree that what he says is right? 

 In the context of the Great Controversy, what is the fundamental issue? Is it that 

the Devil and all who follow him are not obeying God? That God demands unquestioning 

obedience? If that is the real issue, then God could have enforced such obedience long 

ago. However God has gone to great lengths to demonstrate that is not the way he runs 

his universe.  

 God’s priority is to win the battle for the minds of his created beings—to 

convince them through demonstration that his way of running the universe is the only 

way, and that he is right and loving and true. Only by convincing his children that the 

charges of the Devil are untrue can God conclude the conflict over God’s character and 

government.  

 In fact one of the Devil’s main accusations is that God demands obedience. So the 

issue runs far deeper—what kind of obedience, and why?  

 Some answers given by Christian believers tend to agree with the Devil’s charges! 

Even those who wish to speak well of God can sometimes be confused about what God 

really wants, and how he achieves his objectives. Terms like “justification” may suggest 

that God’s priority is to declare us not guilty, rather than to restore us to spiritual health. 

But the obedience God seeks is a willing agreement that right is right and wrong is 

wrong, and to dedicate ourselves to the other, rather than to ourselves. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 The man who attempts to keep the commandments of God from a sense of 

obligation merely—because he is required to do so—will never enter into the joy of 

obedience. He does not obey… True obedience is the outworking of a principle within. It 

springs from the love of righteousness, the love of the law of God. The essence of all 

righteousness is loyalty to our Redeemer. This will lead us to do right because it is right--

because right doing is pleasing to God.  {COL 97-8} 

 All true obedience comes from the heart. It was heart work with Christ. And if we 

consent, He will so identify Himself with our thoughts and aims, so blend our hearts and 

minds into conformity to His will, that when obeying Him we shall be but carrying out 

our own impulses. The will, refined and sanctified, will find its highest delight in doing 

His service. When we know God as it is our privilege to know Him, our life will be a life 

of continual obedience. Through an appreciation of the character of Christ, through 

communion with God, sin will become hateful to us.  {DA 668} 

 The faith which avails to bring us in vital contact with Christ expresses on our 

part supreme preference, perfect reliance, entire consecration. . . . It works in the life of 

the follower of Christ true obedience to God's commandments, for love to God and love 

to man will be the result of vital connection with Christ.  {HP 108} 
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