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4. Witness and Service: The Fruit of Revival (3Q 2013—Revival and Reformation) 

 

Biblical material: Matt. 28:19, 20; John 20:21; Acts 1:8; 2; Acts 22:1–14; John 6:1–11; 

Acts 8:26–38. 

 

Quotes 

• What I live by, I impart. Augustine 

• A Christian’s life should be nothing but a visible representation of Christ. Thomas 

Brooks 

• Testimony is not a synonym for autobiography! When we are truly witnessing, we 

are not talking about ourselves but about Christ. John R.W. Scott 

• When God sends he employs, for he sends none to be idle. Matthew Henry 

• Ministry that costs nothing accomplishes nothing. J.H. Jowett 

• There is no service like his who serves because he loves. Philip Sydney 

• We shall never be fit for the service of God if we look not beyond this fleeting 

life. John Calvin 

 

Questions 

 The result of loving Jesus is in wanting to share this experience—so why are we 

so afraid to do so? How can we best witness and be of service to our fellow human 

beings? What is the essence of witness and service? Why do we try to develop so many 

church programs to do this? What was Jesus’ method? 

 

Bible summary 

  The key thought for this week is: “But you will be given power when the Holy 

Spirit comes upon you, and you will my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and 

Samaria, and to the furthest places on earth.” (Acts 1:8 FBV). As the Spirit revives us, we 

are given power to witness for God as shown by Peter and the disciples in Acts 2. Paul 

also gives his personal testimony in Acts 22:1-14 to the transforming power of God in his 

own life. Acts 8:26–38 recounts the story of Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch—and for 

our purposes here the key question is “do you understand what you’re reading?” By 

explaining Scripture and giving his personal experience, Philip was able to share Christ 

with this man headed home to Ethiopia, with all the consequent results. Jesus’ command 

is: “So go and make disciples of people of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Teach them to follow all the commands I 

have given you. Remember, I am always with you, to the very end of the world.” Matt. 

28:19, 20 FBV. He also tells his disciples ““In the same way the Father sent me, so I’m 

sending you.” John 20:21 FBV. The feeding of the five thousand recorded in John 6:1-11 

is an acted demonstration of sharing the bread of life—Jesus’ own sharing of himself 

with all who would accept him. 

 

Comment 

 If we truly believe then there will be results in our lives. We cannot keep this 

good news of God to ourselves! In the same way when we fall in love we want to talk 

about the one we love, so too with Jesus. He is not only our Savior and Redeemer, he is 

our dearest and closest Friend. He told us that he calls us friends. 
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 As a result we want to introduce our wonderful God and Friend to others. This is 

what witness and service is all about—demonstrating in our own lives the nature and 

character of the God we believe in, the Friend in whom we trust. 

 We are “ambassadors for Christ” (2 Cor. 5:20). If this is so, what are we to do, 

and what are we to say? While we are very much in this world, how are we not “of” it? 

Does this mean some kind of haughty disengagement? Then what of the practical 

application—for the theory may seem clear, but in practice… 

 Some criticize our involvement in human organizations. But are we not called to 

witness for God and the truth wherever? Most importantly, how will those outside our 

community come to know the God we love and admire? It is not just a question of 

traditional evangelism—it is how we live our lives before the on-looking universe. 

 “God was in Christ bringing the world back from hostility to friendship with him, 

not counting anyone’s sins against them, and giving us this message to change his 

enemies into his friends. So we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God is pleading 

through us: “Please, won’t you come back and be God’s friend?” 2 Cor. 5:19, 20 FBV. 

We are ambassadors for Christ because he has given us his message of reconciliation. So 

how do we explain what this message is, and how do we demonstrate it unless we 

become involved? This does not mean adopting the value system and practices of this 

world. But it does mean meeting people where they are, sharing the good news, and 

helping others understand the wonderful truth of God as he truly is. It is my sincere 

conviction that we have not so much a duty but an amazing opportunity to share with all 

people at all levels the wonderful good news of God as he truly is, to reveal he is not as 

the Enemy has described him, and that he will save and heal—not just us—but the whole 

universe as his character is understood and admired by all his admiring children. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Jesus desired to awaken inquiry. He sought to arouse the careless, and impress 

truth upon the heart. Parable teaching was popular, and commanded the respect and 

attention, not only of the Jews, but of the people of other nations. No more effective 

method of instruction could He have employed. If His hearers had desired a knowledge 

of divine things, they might have understood His words; for He was always willing to 

explain them to the honest inquirer.  {COL 20-1} 

 Christ’s method alone will give true success in reaching the people. The Saviour 

mingled with men as one who desired their good. He showed His sympathy for them, 

ministered to their needs, and won their confidence. Then He bade them, “Follow Me.”  

{MH 143} 

 God was represented as severe, exacting, revengeful, and arbitrary. He was 

pictured as one who could take pleasure in the sufferings of his creatures. The very 

attributes that belonged to the character of Satan, the evil one represented as belonging to 

the character of God. Jesus came to teach men of the Father, to correctly represent him 

before the fallen children of earth. Angels could not fully portray the character of God, 

but Christ, who was a living impersonation of God, could not fail to accomplish the work. 

The only way in which he could set and keep men right was to make himself visible and 

familiar to their eyes. {ST, January 20, 1890} 
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