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3. The Word: The Foundation of Revival (3Q 2013—Revival and Reformation) 

 

Biblical material: Ps. 119:50, 154; 74, 116; Heb. 4:12; 11:3; John 5:39; Heb. 4:1, 2; 

Acts 20:27–32. 

 

Quotes 

• The Bible, the whole Bible, and nothing but the Bible is the religion of Christ’s 

church. C.H. Spurgeon 

• As we go to the cradle only in order to find the baby, so we go to the Scriptures 

only to find Christ. Martin Luther 

• The only true reformation is that which emanates from the Word of God. J.H. 

Merle d’Aubigne 

• While other books inform, and some few reform, this one book transforms. A.T. 

Pierson 

• The Scriptures were not given to increase our knowledge but to change our lives. 

D.L. Moody 

• The Bible that is falling apart usually belongs to someone who isn’t. Vance 

Havner 

• Leave not off reading the Bible till you find your hearts warmed… Let it not only 

inform you but inflame you. Thomas Watson 

 

Questions 

 What is the reason for the Bible? In what way is the Bible “the Foundation of 

Revival”? What are we looking for from Scripture? How do we misuse the Bible, and 

how can this be corrected? How do we respond to attacks on Scripture and its validity? 

How can we use the Bible, applying its principles to our lives, answering our questions? 

 

Bible summary 

 God’s promises as revealed in Scripture preserve our lives (Ps. 119:50, 154, 116). 

The same psalm tells us, “I have put my hope in your word.” (Ps. 119:74 NIV). Hebrews 

4:12 FBV explains that “God’s word is alive and effective, sharper than any twin-edged 

sword, so penetrating it separates life and breath, bone joints and their marrow, judging 

the thoughts and intentions of the mind.” The Bible identifies God as Creator (Heb. 11:3). 

Jesus endorsed Scripture when he said, “You search the Scriptures because you think that 

through them you’ll gain eternal life. But the evidence they give is in support of me!” 

(John 5:39 FBV). Heb. 4:1, 2 identifies the rest that God has prepared for his people, 

though many did not enter this rest because they did not read, understand, and follow 

Scripture. Finally Paul in Ephesus commends the Bible to the believers there: “Now I 

commit you to God’s care and to the message of his grace, which is able to build you up 

and provide you with the inheritance that belongs to all who are kept right with him.” 

(Acts 20:32 FBV). 

 

Comment  

 We treat the Bible in strange ways. We may see it as a code-book, or as some 

mystical document, or some magic talisman. But what it really is—the record of God’s 

relationship with human beings—that’s a whole different story. Many have questioned 
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the reliability of Scripture, and the higher critics have had a field day. But at heart, these 

are not even the right questions.  

For to answer the question is the Bible trustworthy? really means answering a 

deeper question: “Can I trust the God the Bible describes?” So what of the God of the 

Bible? Doesn’t really matter whether the Bible can be trusted if we can’t trust the God it 

speaks of. From Eden to Exodus, from Mount Sinai to the Mount of Olives, from Galilee 

to Gethsemane—the theme of the Bible is God can be trusted!  

Take another look at God. He doesn’t say “Believe blindly in me.” He says 

“Come and find out. See the kind of person I am. Examine my record. Understand my 

nature. Then accept me for what I am. Look at what I can do for you.” 

Either the Bible is the word of God or not. That’s the question. Either it is a pack 

of lies, or the deepest truth. No two ways about it. How do you decide, then? How do you 

decide personally whether you can trust the Bible and its God? Only one way—read it, 

and find out! Start with one of the gospels. And ask questions, thinking questions. As 

Josh Billings suggested: “Almost any fool can prove the Bible ain’t so—it takes a wise 

man to believe it.” 

Only by finding out for yourself will you discover if the Bible is trustworthy and 

true. “The Bible must be its own argument and defense,” said H.J. Van Dyke. 

Only then will you really know, instead of relying on other people’s ideas and 

opinions. As Charles Hodge said: “The best evidence of the Bible’s being the word of 

God is found between its covers.” For personal experience is the only way the Bible can 

be analyzed and judged trustworthy.  

So it can’t be just a good book, or sublime literature, or human imaginings. Take 

or leave it—the Bible says of itself: this is God speaking to you.  

 For if the Bible was just a book to describe God, then it could be very brief. You 

could write a description of God (“God is love, God is righteous, God is the source of 

life” etc.) that would not need all the pages of the Bible’s sixty-six books. But if on the 

other hand it’s important to see God and human beings acting in context, then the whole 

perspective and situation is very important. 

Similarly a list of commands to be followed would be much shorter and simpler. 

If the purpose of the Bible is simply to instruct and enforce behavior, then a sheet of rules 

and requirements would be sufficient. But it’s not that. 

If the Bible was intended to be a code book or recipe, you wouldn’t need all the 

stories either. The Bible is not intended as a set of magical instructions for guaranteed 

goodness, nor is it attempting to reveal some kind of secret knowledge that will provide 

illumination to some privileged elite.  

So when the Bible is called the “word of God,” it needs to be seen in this 

context—that God is simply presenting all the evidence, and invites us to make our 

decision as to what it means and what lessons are to be learned. 

Far from being a book of rigid rules and declarations, the Bible tells the story of 

fallen humanity in its full context. It tells the story of us as ourselves, fallible and frail, 

willful and woeful, self-centered and self-condemned. It hides no faults, excuses no 

failings, and like a medical textbook, illustrates the diseased condition while at the same 

time supplying the cure.  

The alternative would be a book of pious platitudes or unchallenged prepositional 

statements that have to be accepted without question. But the God whose word is the 
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Bible tells us far more—not only explaining salvation but also what we need to be saved 

from. The book is not only the answer to what and when and where, it is how and why. 

That God should continue to work through such bad representatives of the human race 

says much about Him and His nature and character. Even when his nature and character 

will surely be misunderstood and maligned…  

The reason to read the Bible is to find its Author. Not Bible reading for its own 

sake, as some have done, but because it’s vital to find the God whose nature and 

character are revealed in his book to us, and to accept his offer of healing salvation. As 

Jesus himself said, “You are always searching the Scriptures, because you think you will 

find eternal life in them. But the Scriptures are giving proof about me!” 

The primary reason for reading the Bible is to encounter the saving God who 

wants you as his closest friend. God’s intention is to have the deepest relationship with 

each one of us, and that’s why he makes himself known—so we can accept his salvation 

and live together with him: “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only 

true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Thus closed the last sermon Ellen White was to make at a General Conference 

session. She moved away from the desk and started to her seat, then turned and came 

back, picked up the Bible from which she had read, opened it, and held it out on extended 

hands that trembled with age. She admonished, “Brethren and Sisters, I commend unto 

you this Book” (reported by W. A. Spicer, then secretary of the General Conference, in 

The Spirit of Prophecy in the Advent Movement, p. 30).  {6BIO 197} 

 The Bible has the highest claim to our reverent attention. We should not be 

satisfied with a superficial knowledge, but should seek to learn the full meaning of the 

words of truth, to drink deep of the spirit of the Holy Oracles.  {CG 512} 

 When God’s word is studied, comprehended, and obeyed, a bright light will be 

reflected to the world; new truths, received and acted upon, will bind us in strong bonds 

to Jesus. The Bible, and the Bible alone, is to be our creed, the sole bond of union… 

{RH, December 15, 1885} 

 Every chapter and every verse of the Bible is a communication from God to men. 

{PP 504} 

 The Bible is its own expositor. Scripture is to be compared with scripture. The 

student should learn to view the word as a whole, and to see the relation of its parts. He 

should gain a knowledge of its grand central theme, of God’s original purpose for the 

world, of the rise of the great controversy, and of the work of redemption. He should 

understand the nature of the two principles that are contending for supremacy, and should 

learn to trace their working through the records of history and prophecy, to the great 

consummation. He should see how this controversy enters into every phase of human 

experience; how in every act of life he himself reveals the one or the other of the two 

antagonistic motives; and how, whether he will or not, he is even now deciding upon 

which side of the controversy he will be found. {Ed 190} 
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