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13. The Promised Revival: God’s Mission Completed (3Q 2013—Revival and 

Reformation) 

 

Biblical material: Matt. 28:18–20; James 5:7, 8; Zech. 10:1; Matt.3:11; Rev. 18:1; 

19:11–16. 

 

Quotes 

• The gospel begins and ends with what God is, and not what we want or think we 

need. Tom Houston 

• Theological thinking should not be abandoned to the masters of elusiveness. Rik 

Torfs 

• The belief that the great Jehovah was offended with his creature to that degree, 

that nothing but the death of Christ, or the endless misery of mankind, could 

appease his anger, is an idea that has done more injury to the Christian religion 

than the writings of all its opposers for many centuries… Hosea Ballou  

• By a sort of legal fiction, Jesus was treated as what he was not, in order that we 

might be treated as what we are not. This is the best device, according to the 

prevailing theology, that the God of truth, the God of mercy, whose glory is that 

he is just to men by forgiving their sins, could fall upon for saving his creatures! 

George MacDonald 

• Friend or Foe? Our Shifting View of God… Most of us find that our view of God 

vacillates considerably. M. Blaine Smith 

• The central theme of the atonement is the character of God. All the doctrines, rightly 

understood, are windows on His character. They thus reinforce our trust and love in 

Him through their contribution to our understanding of His character. Thus each 

doctrine brings something significant to our understanding of the central theme of 

the atonement. So the cross is threaded throughout all that we teach. Glenn 

Ruminson 

 

Questions 

 What is the good news, from the perspective of the universe? What do we mean 

when we talk about the “latter rain”? What is the significance of “baptism with fire”? 

How is the Great Controversy ended? What issues needed to be resolved, and how did 

this happen? What is the verdict, and how is “victory” measured? 

 

Bible summary 

 The gospel commission, with the promise of his presence until the End, is given 

by Jesus to all his followers in Matt. 28:18-20. James (5:7, 8) urges patience as we wait 

for Jesus’ return. The promise of rain is given to those who ask for it (Zech. 10:1). John 

the Baptist promised the coming on one who would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with 

fire (Matt.3:11). The fall of Babylon is promised in Rev. 18:1, while the coming of the 

rider of the white horse is promised in 19:11-16. Many promises! 

 

Comment 

 What is God’s mission? While what matters most to us is our salvation, God’s 

primary mission is to answer the charges of the Devil, and to vindicate the truth. 
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 As we stand with God, witnessing to his saving love and grace, we help answer 

the charges. We are a spectacle to angels and to men, we are his ambassadors. But 

sometimes we forget, and we fall by the wayside. That’s why we need to be re-awoken, 

to be revived, to be restored. We can all admit our faults and failings, knowing we are far 

from the true children of God we wish to be. God’s promise is to be there for us, to heal 

the damage of sin as we ask him, and to change us into the kind of beings we were 

originally intended to be.  

 Why did Jesus come?  “I have come as a light shining into the world, so if you 

trust in me you won’t remain in the dark.” “You will know the truth, and the truth will set 

you free.” (John 12:46, 8:32 FBV). Christ came to show what God was really like (John 

14:9), to liberate us from the false concepts of God promoted by the Devil. In that sense, 

Jesus was primarily concerned with freedom, and to set humanity free from the slavery to 

sin and false ideas of God. In fact, that is Christ’s opening statement in His manifesto: 

quoting from Isaiah 61 “to proclaim freedom for the prisoners.” (Luke 4:18 NIV). 

And if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed, says Jesus in John 8:36. Free 

from what to what? Free from the compulsion that sin is the force that the Devil uses in his 

program of lies and deception. Free from this self-centered way of living which is in reality 

a way of dying. Free from ourselves—our own worst enemy. “Christ set us free so we 

could have real freedom.” (Galatians 5:1 FBV). 

 Free to choose—to choose the God who values nothing higher than the freedom of 

His created beings. Free to follow the best advice—the advice of our Maker, the One who 

we find to be true and trustworthy. Free to love God—which we cannot do while we are 

busy loving ourselves; free to love from an open and honest heart that willingly and freely 

agrees that God is truly right. 

 The choice is not “Do as I say, or else!” It is a plea from a heart of love that refuses 

to interfere with our freedom to choose, saying “Look at the evidence. Believe what I tell 

you, because you can see that it is proved true. Come to me and find healing from sin, 

comfort for your pain, and an eternal life together with me. Come: for if you don’t, I can’t 

help you, and tragically you will experience what sin does to you: utter self-destruction.”  

 God’s principles of government are based on these fundamental concepts of choice 

and free will, of selflessness and love for the other. Without such principles God’s universe 

cannot continue. That is why he has spent so much time at such great cost to himself to 

demonstrate these core principles—ones that are so very foreign to us as sinful beings.  

 God intends to liberate us from our selfishness and to change us into the kind of 

people who are safe to have in his selfless universe. He wants to give us the freedom to 

choose what is good and true and right, instead of being enslaved by our sinful human 

nature. This is true freedom, for in our current state we have a bent towards evil. We think 

we are free, but only God can set us free! This is freedom that lasts forever, freedom that is 

restricted only by our choosing; recognizing that the way chosen by Lucifer can never lead 

to true happiness and individual fulfillment. 

 This is how God achieves at-one-ment. For we remain free to choose for eternity—

but we will never choose the ill for we know where that leads. That’s the reason for the 

current experience: this is the evidence that keeps the universe safe forever.  

 The ultimate promise from God is that we shall spend eternity in his presence (Rev 

21:3). This is where all true revivals lead—to the ultimate healing from the ravages of sin, 

to spend all eternity in the arms of our loving Lord. 
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 Comment 2 

“In the cross we have a glorious revelation of the heart of God. Here, again, Satan 

has blinded man to the true character of God. In the minds of many he has made God to 

appear as a blood-thirsty tyrant, demanding the life of the sinner; and if it were not for 

Jesus Christ, it would be just too bad for man. However, the cross is not a picture of a 

God demanding a sacrifice of appeasement. Rather, the cross is a picture of a loving 

Father God giving Himself, though His Son, as a sacrifice of at-one-ment.” Paul 

Heubach, God and Human Suffering, Los Angeles, CA: The Voice of Prophecy, 1956. p. 

20. Available at: http://www.vop.com/site/1/e-books_posted/Suffering-ebook.pdf 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Christ exalted the character of God, attributing to him the praise, and giving to 

him the credit, of the whole purpose of his own mission on earth,--to set men right 

through the revelation of God. In Christ was arrayed before men the paternal grace and 

the matchless perfections of the Father. In his prayer just before his crucifixion, he 

declared, “I have manifested thy name.” “I have glorified thee on the earth; I have 

finished the work which thou gavest me to do.” When the object of his mission was 

attained,--the revelation of God to the world,--the Son of God announced that his work 

was accomplished, and that the character of the Father was made manifest to men. {ST, 

January 20, 1890} 

 It is no part of Christ’s mission to compel men to receive Him. It is Satan, and 

men actuated by his spirit, who seek to compel the conscience. Under a pretense of zeal 

for righteousness, men who are confederated with evil angels sometimes bring suffering 

upon their fellow men in order to convert them to their ideas of religion; but Christ is 

ever showing mercy, ever seeking to win by the revealing of His love. He can admit no 

rival in the soul, nor accept of partial service; but He desires only voluntary service, the 

willing surrender of the heart under the constraint of love.  {AA 541} 

 But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper purpose than the 

salvation of man. It was not for this alone that Christ came to the earth; it was not merely 

that the inhabitants of this little world might regard the law of God as it should be 

regarded; but it was to vindicate the character of God before the universe. {PP 68} 

 Christ’s mission was to reveal to men that God is not a despot, but a Father, full 

of mercy and love for His children. He spoke of God by the endearing name of “Father.” 

{ST, September 23, 1908} 

 It was the mission of Jesus to reconcile men to God, and thus to one another. {GC 

46} 

 The Son of God came from heaven to make manifest the Father. {SC 11} 

 Christ came from heaven to give to the world a correct representation of the 

Father. {BTS, January 1, 1909} 

 Christ declares Himself to be sent into the world as a representative of the Father. 

In His nobility of character, in His mercy and tender pity, in His love and goodness, He 

stands before us as the embodiment of divine perfection, the image of the invisible God.  

{5T 739} 

 Christ alone can represent the Father to humanity.  {CC 320} 
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