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1. Revival: Our Great Need (3Q 2013—Revival and Reformation) 

 

Biblical material: Rev. 3:14–21, Heb. 12:7–11, Matt. 25:1–13, Zech. 3:1–5, Song of Sol. 

5:2–5. 

 

Quotes 

• Give light, and the darkness will disappear of itself. Desiderius Erasmus 

• A true revival means nothing less than a revolution, casting out the spirit of 

worldliness and selfishness, and making God and His love triumph in the heart 

and life. Andrew Murray 

• Revival cannot be organized, but we can set our sails to catch the wind from 

heaven when God chooses to blow upon His people once again. G. Campbell 

Morgan 

• Revival begins in the individual’s heart. Let it begin with you on your face alone 

before God. Turn from every sin that might hinder. Renew yourself to a new 

devotion to the Saviour. Lee Roberson 

• I see no hope for a revival among God’s people today. They are so enamored and 

so cluttered up with Hollywood and newspapers and magazines and parties and 

bowling alleys and camping trips and everything else. How in the world are they 

going to get still long enough to see anything from God? Lester Roloff 

• If revival is being withheld from us it is because some idol remains still 

enthroned; because we still insist in placing our reliance in human schemes; 

because we still refuse to face the unchangeable truth that, ‘It is not by might, but 

by My Spirit.’ Jonathan Goforth 

 

 Questions 
 How do we define “revival”? What are the dangers in repeating past phrases? 

How can we achieve what we most need? Is God looking for the same things as we are? 

How do we orchestrate revival? How is this measured—or should we be measuring? 

What was really wrong with the Laodicean church? How does God look in all of this? 

 

Bible summary 

 The lukewarm nature of the church is well-described under the image of 

Laodicea in Rev. 3:14–21. Heb. 12:7-11 talks about God’s discipline. Matt. 25:1-13 tells 

the story of the ten virgins waiting for the bridegroom. The account of the cleansing of 

Joshua the high priest is given in Zech. 3:1-5. Song of Sol. 5:2-5 tells of the urgent 

response to the unexpected coming of the bridegroom. 

 

Comment   
We see that our lives are not what we would want them to be, spiritually-

speaking. We recognize that we are in need. We need to be “revived”—brought back to 

life! But how is this best achieved? While we can appreciate the desire by church 

administrators for “revival and reformation,” in reality this is the work of the Spirit, and 

cannot be “programmatized.”  

As we consider the gospel commission that we are called to share, we ask, “Is this 

to be a feeble, fearful, and fragile witness?” Certainly not! Our outreach is to be “very 
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bold,” since it centers on the God-given hope we share. We are a community of hope, we 

have become heirs of the hope of eternal life. How can we keep such a hope to ourselves? 

We are compelled to share it! 

During this quarter we’ll see how the living relationship with God inspires hope 

which we in turn share with others. Knowing Jesus and his soon return has always been a 

vibrant force for mission. As our hope in the trustworthiness of our loving God is brought 

back into focus, as it is placed at the forefront of our message to the world, then we can 

be sure that God will ensure that his promises are understood. “Come,” invites the Lord. 

And when they come, we must be ready to share our hope, sincerely and warmly, so that 

the love of God may shine through us and be seen by those who so desperately need him. 

As a faith community we may be “jars of clay,” but we have the priceless treasure 

of faith and hope given to us. Not to keep and hoard, like some modern-day miser, but to 

give away to whoever will receive. We are encouraged to speak words of encouragement 

to all we meet. 

In a local church where I once pastored, hope had grown dim. We restudied the 

Bible’s “hope promises” and the truth about God’s character. Together with individual 

revival and reformation, that church became vibrant and alive. Hope and trust in God 

were restored, and brought a bright glory to the message, with the result that many found 

the hope of eternal life. The key: rediscovering the God of hope, and sharing that hope 

with those around. “The gospel is nothing but a frozen asset unless it is communicated,” 

wrote Bible translator J.B. Phillips. We need to recognize that truth and get busy 

communicating hope! 

 

Ellen White Comments 

Our greatest need is faith in God. {7T 211} 

The Spirit of God, as it comes into the heart by faith, is the beginning of the life 

eternal. What promise is less fulfilled in the church than that of the endowment of the 

Holy Spirit? Here is our greatest need. Let the spirit of controversy be put away, and let 

us seek for the living testimony of the Spirit of God. {RH, February 9, 1892} 

Jesus… showed Nicodemus that his first need was humility of heart, a teachable 

spirit, a new heart; that if he would enter into the kingdom of God, he must be born again. 

{CSW 65} 

 The result of the eating of the tree of knowledge of good and evil is manifest in 

every man’s experience. There is in his nature a bent to evil, a force which, unaided, he 

cannot resist. To withstand this force, to attain that ideal which in his inmost soul he 

accepts as alone worthy, he can find help in but one power. That power is Christ. Co-

operation with that power is man’s greatest need{Ed 29} 

 God’s greatest gift was bestowed to meet man’s greatest need. The Light 

appeared when the world’s darkness was deepest. Through false teaching the minds of 

men had long been turned away from God… Christ came to restore this knowledge. He 

came to set aside the false teaching by which those who claimed to know God had 

misrepresented Him. {Ed 74-6}   

 A revival of true godliness among us is the greatest and most urgent of all our 

needs. To seek this should be our first work. {RH, March 22, 1887} 
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