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9. Be Who You Are (2Q 2017—1 and 2 Peter) 

 

Biblical material: 2 Pet. 1:1–15; Eph. 2:8; Rom. 5:3–5; Heb. 10:38; Rom. 6:11; 1 Cor. 

15:12–57. 

 

Quotes 

• Be yourself; everyone else is already taken. Oscar Wilde 

• Be who you are and say what you feel, because those who mind don’t matter, and 

those who matter don’t mind. Bernard M. Baruch 

• To be yourself in a world that is constantly trying to make you something else is 

the greatest accomplishment. Ralph Waldo Emerson 

• Always be a first rate version of yourself and not a second rate version of someone 

else. Judy Garland 

• About all you can do in life is be who you are. Some people will love you for you. 

Most will love you for what you can do for them, and some won’t like you at all. 

Rita Mae Brown 

• Be yourself—not your idea of what you think somebody else’s idea of yourself 

should be. Henry David Thoreau 

 

Questions 
 What is the meaning of “be yourself”? How does this fit into what Peter is saying 

here? Why is Peter concerned to spell this out? What is the significance of Peter’s 

emphasis on “divine power”? Why does Peter give a list of seven qualities that are built 

on trust in God? How does this illustrate God’s answers to the cosmic conflict? 

 

Bible summary 

 Peter writes this letter to encourage the believers as he comes to the end of his life 

(2 Pet. 1:14). He wants to remind them of the importance of practical Christianity—not as 

a do-it-yourself religion, but relying on divine power and the promises of God (1:3). He 

encourages his readers to grow in the knowledge of God (1:2, 3). As a result we share in 

the divine nature (1:4). In case we think we should simply “let go and let God,” Peter 

encourages us to “do everything you can!” (1:5). All the qualities he then lists come from 

our trust in God. The reason for this is “the more you have these qualities, the more they 

will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.” (18 FBV). The end objective is to be with God (1:11). Paul tells us “you’ve 

been saved by grace through trusting in him—it’s not through yourselves, it’s the gift of 

God!” Eph. 2:8 FBV. Similarly Heb. 10: 38 FBV says “those who do what is right will 

live by trusting in God.”  He also echoes Peter in saying that problems develop “spiritual 

stamina” which leads to character development and a confident hope (Rom. 5:3–5). In 

this way we become dead to sin but alive to God (Rom. 6:11). Our great hope is in 

transformation at the resurrection (1 Cor. 15:12–57). 

 

Comment   
  The key phrase here is “wonderful, priceless promises” (2 Pet. 1:3 FBV). Instead 

“be who you are,” we are really looking at “be who you can be with God’s help.” Peter is 

stressing not some self-improvement but the transforming power of God who can take who 
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we are in potential and remake us into the kind of people we really want to be. “Through his 

divine power we have been given everything that’s important to live a God-centered life. 

This comes through knowing him who called us to himself by his own glory and 

goodness.” 2 Peter 1:2 FBV. It’s through divine power, which comes by knowing him.  

 Of course we are also to cooperate fully in allowing God to change us. The list of 

qualities Peter gives (2 Pet. 1:5-7) are built on each other—each one adding to the other. 

This shows that we are looking at a process over time—not an overnight transformation. 

Additionally, Peter is not looking at this from a perspective of self-improvement but so 

that we can be changed into people who are effective and productive, of use to others.  

 Peter concludes this section by saying that they should already know this, but he 

is writing to remind them. He says this three times, wanting them to make sure to 

remember what he has told them. He does this to encourage them, not to lay a “guilt trip” 

on them. Here’s another important lesson. We are not to use instruction as a way of 

elevating ourselves by putting others down. On the contrary, our concern must always be 

to help others from a selfless perspective. Peter is concerned to be of help in sharing these 

good ideas rather than to impose some orders or criticize performance.  

 Peter’s theme is to be the best we can be through God’s transforming power. He 

identifies the qualities he believes should be revealed as Christian experience develops. 

He recognizes his time on this earth is coming to an end, and he reminds his readers that 

“You will receive a tremendous welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 1:11 FBV.  

 

Ellen White Comments  

 Here is our life assurance policy [2 Peter 1:10]. Here we have the directions laid 

down as to how we shall secure the life that measures with the life of God. . . . Many 

profess the religion of Jesus Christ, but they do not live it. What is their profession good 

for? They might just as well trace their name in the sand—and how long would it stand?   

 The religion of Jesus Christ makes us better men and better women. . . .Christ 

came to our world to reshape the deformed character of humanity. It was a very crooked 

character. God wants us to be His sons and His daughters. He wants us, during the hours 

of probation here, to be fitted up with all these graces that He has presented “according as 

his divine power hath given unto us all things.” Nothing is withheld that pertains unto life 

and godliness, through the knowledge of Him that hath called us to glory and virtue. 

Then the rich promise is that we shall be partakers of the divine nature. This means 

everything to us, to be a partaker of the divine nature. {CTr 206} 

 What beauty of character shone forth in the daily life of Christ! He is to be our 

pattern. There is a great work to be done in fashioning the character after the divine 

similitude. The grace of Christ must mold the entire being, and its triumph will not be 

complete until the heavenly universe shall witness habitual tenderness of feeling, 

Christlike love, and holy deeds in the deportment of the children of God.  {AG 235.2}   

 Each person must obtain an experience for himself. No one can depend for 

salvation on the experience or practice of any other man. We must each become 

acquainted with Christ in order properly to represent Him to the world. [2 Peter 1:3 

quoted]. We must learn of Christ. We must know what He is to those He has ransomed. 

We must realize that through belief in Him it is our privilege to be partakers of the divine 

nature... {AG 235}    
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