
1 

 

8. Jesus in the Writings of Peter (2Q 2017—1 and 2 Peter) 

 

Biblical material: 1 Pet. 1:18, 19; Col 1:13, 14; Isa. 53:1–12; John 11:25; Ps. 18:50; 2 

Pet. 1:1; 1 Pet. 2:24. 

 

Quotes 

• Christianity is essentially a religion of resurrection. James S. Stewart 

• The resurrection of Christ is the Amen of all his promises. John Boys 

• God our Heavenly Father knows us by name. Jesus Christ lives; He is the 

Messiah. He loves us. The Atonement of Jesus Christ is real; it brings immortality 

to all and opens the door to eternal life. Dieter F. Uchtdorf 

• The alienation of man from God is a fact. It is our business not to deny it but to 

end it. William Temple 

• I like to think about the biblical story of the woman at the well and how out of 

order her life was. Jesus pointed out she’d had five husbands and was living with 

a sixth. But Jesus chose her to be the one who would take the good news of the 

Messiah’s arrival to her village. Terri Blackstock 

• Jesus has forced open a door that had been locked since the death of the first man. 

He has met, fought and beaten the King of Death. Everything is different because 

he has done so. C.S. Lewis 

 

Questions 

 What lessons can we learn from Peter in the way his relationship to Jesus 

changed? What is Peter’s emphasis as he writes about Jesus in his letters? What strikes 

you about the subjects Peter chooses to address as he writes? How can we apply his 

message to ourselves in our day? How does this fit into the great controversy view? 

 

Bible summary 

 Peter makes it clear that we are set free by the costly sacrifice of Jesus, not by 

anything of human value (1 Pet. 1:18, 19). He speaks of “the priceless trust in our God 

and Savior Jesus Christ, the One who is truly good and right.” 2 Peter 1:1 FBV. He 

quotes Isaiah 53: “by his wounds you are healed” (1 Pet. 2:24). Paul also speaks of how 

Jesus sets us free (Col 1:13, 14). Jesus says “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who 

trust in me will live, even though they die.” John 11:25 FBV.  

 

Comment 

 Peter’s understanding of Jesus and his mission changed greatly over the years. 

Peter began as a hot-headed leader full of bravado and ruled by his emotions. Through 

knowing Jesus he came to deal with his demons and learned the vital lessons of trusting 

in Jesus. This comes through clearly in his writings—1 and 2 Peter hardly seem to be 

written by the same Peter we have met in the gospels! Yet this transformation is what the 

gospels are all about, and Peter places Jesus front and center in all he does now. Peter’s 

message is: “If he can change me, he can change you!” 

 Peter is at pains to stress the sacrifice of Jesus for us. We should emphasize that 

this was in no way to persuade the Father—the sacrifice was to persuade us. In the words 
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of Dwight Nelson: “God didn’t need Calvary to change His mind about us. He needed 

Calvary to change our minds about Him.” 

 Peter also stresses the importance of trust. In so many ways, Peter’s problem was 

one of trust—like so many of us today. Even when he was following Jesus here on earth, 

Peter’s trust was in himself. He was the over-confident leader. He was the disciples’ 

spokesman. He trusted himself—and his sword—when it came to defending Jesus in the 

garden. So when he was tested during Jesus’ trial Peter failed—because he was only 

looking after himself. He failed to trust in Jesus. He had to learn a hard and very painful 

lesson—that he could not trust himself. That’s why he speaks of this “priceless trust in 

Jesus” in 2 Peter 1:1.  

 There’s no question of Peter’s commitment as he writes these epistles. He has 

gone through his crisis of trust and now relies totally on Jesus. He remains very much a 

“type A” personality—but now this is transformed into the character of a trusting and 

trustworthy leader. He is very practical, and spells out what this trust in Jesus means to 

those who read his letters. They are full of direct and pointed instructions as to how to 

live as followers of Jesus. He doesn’t want any confusion or mistakes. He seeks to be 

very clear in all he says and does. But it is all pointing to Jesus, and not to himself. He 

urges sympathy and humility (1 Pet. 2:8). He requires church leaders to be caring and not 

arrogant (1 Pet. 5:2, 3). He tells his readers to accept suffering (1 Pet. 2:21; 4:1). This is a 

far cry from the attitude shown by Peter before his “conversion.”  

 Like the other writers of the New Testament, the centrality of Jesus’ resurrection 

is all-important to Peter. His message is: “we have been born again and given a living 

hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” (1 Pet. 1:3 FBV). Our 

hope—which is a living hope—is a future guaranteed by the resurrected Jesus, one in 

which we have a part ourselves because of the way Jesus has opened for us. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Christ after His resurrection thrice tested Peter. “Simon, son of Jonas,” He said, 

“lovest thou Me more than these?” Peter did not now exalt himself above his brethren. He 

appealed to the One who could read His heart. “Lord,” he said, “Thou knowest all things; 

Thou knowest that I love Thee.” John 21:15, 17. 

 Then he received his commission. A work broader and more delicate than had 

heretofore been his was appointed him. Christ bade him feed the sheep and the lambs. In 

thus committing to his stewardship the souls for whom the Saviour had laid down his 

own life, Christ gave to Peter the strongest proof of confidence in his restoration. The 

once restless, boastful, self-confident disciple had become subdued and contrite. 

Henceforth he followed his Lord in self-denial and self-sacrifice. He was a partaker of 

Christ’s sufferings; and when Christ shall sit upon the throne of His glory, Peter will be a 

partaker in His glory... It was through self-sufficiency that Peter fell; and it was through 

repentance and humiliation that his feet were again established. In the record of his 

experience every repenting sinner may find encouragement. {COL 154-5}   

 Peter was prompt and zealous in action, bold and uncompromising; and Christ 

saw in him material that would be of great value to the church. He therefore connected 

Peter with Himself, that all which was good and valuable might be preserved, and that by 

His lessons and example He might soften whatever was harsh in his temper and smooth 

whatever was rugged in his deportment. {4T 488}   
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