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6. Suffering for Christ (2Q 2017—1 and 2 Peter) 

 

Biblical material: 1 Pet. 1:6, 3:13–22; 2 Tim. 3:12; 1 Pet. 4:12–14; Rev. 12:17, 1 Pet. 

4:17–19; 1 Pet. 2:21. 

 

Quotes 

• Character cannot be developed in ease and quiet. Only through experiences of 

trial and suffering can the soul be strengthened, vision cleared, ambition inspired 

and success achieved. Helen Keller 

• We gain strength, and courage, and confidence by each experience in which we 

really stop to look fear in the face...we must do that which we think we cannot. 

Eleanor Roosevelt 

• Good timber does not grow with ease. The stronger the wind the stronger the 

trees. Willard Marriott  

• Try to exclude the possibility of suffering which the order of nature and the 

existence of free-wills involve, and you find that you have excluded life itself. 

C.S. Lewis 

• God had one son on earth without sin, but never one without suffering. Augustine 

• Which of us has not suffered, one way or another? I mean, we’ve all had our 

crucifixions, where God seems to be absent and light seems to disappear and the 

world is dark and terrifying….We’ve all known our dark times. We’ve all felt 

abandoned by God or felt there was no such thing as God to abandon us, just the 

emptiness, the craziness of the world. Frederick Buechner 

 

Questions 

 What is gained by suffering? How does this affect our relationship to God? How 

do we deal with the issue that God can prevent suffering? Is suffering something we 

should look for? In what ways can we misunderstand the nature of suffering and how we 

relate to suffering ourselves, and the suffering of others? 

 

Bible summary 

 Peter makes it clear that as Christians we will go through trials. As he says, “For 

even if you suffer for doing what’s right, you’re still better off,” and “It’s certainly better 

to suffer for doing good, (if that’s what God wants), than to suffer for doing wrong!” see1 

Pet. 1:6, 3:13–22 FBV. If we are to share in Christ’s suffering, we should be happy 

because of the hope we have from God. (1 Pet. 4:12–14). Judgment time begins with the 

validation of God’s people, and as Peter says, if we’re suffering, we should make sure we 

are doing good (1 Pet. 4:17–19). Our example in suffering is Jesus (1 Pet. 2:21). Paul 

concurs with Peter’s analysis, noting that those who devote themselves to God in Christ 

Jesus will experience persecution (2 Tim. 3:12). Rev. 12:17 gives us the image of the 

angry dragon attacking God’s people. 

 

Comment  

 “The fact of suffering undoubtedly constitutes the single greatest challenge to the 

Christian faith, and has been in every generation. Its distribution and degree appear to be 
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entirely random and therefore, unfair. Sensitive spirits ask if it can possibly be reconciled 

with God’s justice and love.” (John Stott). 

Why is there evil and suffering?  Because the Devil chose this way, which is the 

opposite of God. How can we say that God is uncaring, that he willingly allows sin and 

suffering? So often we or the Devil cause evil, and then all of us blame God! 

We have bought into the Devil’s way, and experience the consequences of trying 

to go our own way. Not under the punitive hostility of God, but because choosing wrong 

instead of right has its own natural results. Tragically, such a viewpoint does lead to 

death, just as God said it would. Not as some imposed penalty by a divine dictator, but 

the inevitable result foreseen by a loving Creator.  

Think for a moment. What is the alternative? For God to intervene in every 

situation? To stop the car crashing, to prevent the earthquake, to defuse the terrorist’s 

bomb? The result would be a world in which evil is never seen for what it truly is, for it 

never has its diabolical consequences. A world where God by his intervening power takes 

care of every problem; a world of eternal evil that can have no end. 

Only as the conflict is resolved through the unmasking of evil’s real face, only as 

God is demonstrated to be the loving, compassionate Being he says he is, only as all his 

creation agrees with him that he was right all along—only then can God bring this 

rebellion to a close. Those who have chosen the Devil’s way will be allowed their choice 

of final non-existence in the end-time destruction. And then, and only then, can God 

create a new heaven and a new earth, a place where righteousness dwells and the 

goodness of God reigns supreme (see 2 Peter 3:13).  

 

Ellen White Comments 

We may expect to suffer; for it is those who are partakers with Him in His 

sufferings who shall be partakers with Him in His glory. He has purchased forgiveness 

and immortality for the sinful, perishing souls of men; but it is our part to receive these 

gifts by faith. Believing in Him, we have this hope as an anchor of the soul, sure and 

steadfast… Let us contemplate the glorious hope that is set before us, and by faith lay 

hold upon it. . . .  {LHU 331} 

The law of Jehovah was burdened with needless exactions and traditions, and God 

was represented as severe, exacting, revengeful, and arbitrary. He was pictured as one 

who could take pleasure in the sufferings of his creatures. The very attributes that 

belonged to the character of Satan, the evil one represented as belonging to the character 

of God. Jesus came to teach men of the Father, to correctly represent him before the 

fallen children of earth. Angels could not fully portray the character of God, but Christ, 

who was a living impersonation of God, could not fail to accomplish the work. The only 

way in which he could set and keep men right was to make himself visible and familiar to 

their eyes. That men might have salvation he came directly to man, and became a 

partaker of his nature.  {ST, January 20, 1890} 

 When we surrender all we have and are to God, and are placed in trying and 

dangerous positions, coming in contact with Satan, we should remember that we shall 

have victory in meeting the enemy in the name and power of the Conqueror. Every angel 

would be commissioned to come to our rescue when we thus depend upon Christ, rather 

than that we should be permitted to be overcome. But we need not expect to get the 

victory without suffering, for Jesus suffered in conquering for us. . . . {CTr 204} 
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