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5. Living for God (2Q 2017—1 and 2 Peter) 

 

Biblical material: 1 Pet. 3:8–12; Gal. 2:20; 1 Pet. 4:1, 2; Rom. 6:1–11; 1 Pet. 4:3–11; 2 

Sam 11:4. 

 

Quotes 

• The key to Christian living is a thirst and hunger for God.  And one of the main 

reasons people do not understand or experience the sovereignty of grace and the 

way it works through the awakening of sovereign joy is that their hunger and 

thirst for God is too small. John Piper 

• Forgive me for being so ordinary while claiming to know so extraordinary a God. 

Jim Elliot 

• I feel like if I live the Christian life, then the people should be able to see it in my 

everyday actions. Quinton Aaron 

• Some of us live a Christian life as if we’re always under the stern, watchful eye of 

our Father and he is very impossible to please... No, God delights even in our 

heartfelt attempts at obedience. Kevin DeYoung 

• Though we cannot experience our life as an endless present, we are eternal in 

God’s eyes; that is, in our deepest reality. C.S. Lewis 

• We may speak about a place where there are no tears, no death, no fear, no night; 

but those are just the benefits of heaven. The beauty of heaven is seeing God. Max 

Lucado  

 

Questions 
 Why does Peter want to strongly emphasize Christian living? In what ways do we 

truly speak of God in the way we live? How do you understand Paul’s comment in 

Galatians 2:20 that we do not live but Christ lives in us? Why is living for God so 

important in answering some of the questions involved in the great controversy? 

 

Bible summary 

 1 Pet. 3:8–12: Here Peter is concerned to show that beliefs must be put into 

practice. He emphasizes sympathy, compassion, and humility. We are not to pay back 

evil with evil, but instead be a blessing to others. We are to run away from evil, and 

search for the good. The verses that follow expand the concept of seeking what is good. 

In the next chapter Peter speaks of not doing what we want, but what God wants—and 

that this will mean we suffer (1 Pet. 4:1, 2). He then outlines the kind of lives we used to 

live, and contrasts them with the way we live now. In all that we do God is to be glorified 

as we leave sin behind us (1 Pet. 4:3–11). The avoidance of sin is echoed by Paul who 

makes it clear we should not go on sinning in order to have more grace! (Rom. 6:1–11), 

while in Gal. 2:20 he reminds us that we no longer live, but Christ lives in us. 

 

Comment   
  Some may take Peter’s comments to mean that they have to do the work of 

transformation so that they live for God. Here is the danger of self-reliance. Yes we must 

want to change. Yes we must accept God’s healing salvation. Yes we must do all we can to 

make sure we choose good over evil. But eventually the question of ability, power and 
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success is with God, not with us. Otherwise we are appealing to our own will-power and 

determination, not the indwelling, converting power of Christ. We should leave the “How 

to” ideas to the area of self-help. The message of Scripture is that we cannot help ourselves. 

Only God can save us from our sinful selves. Listen: 

 “In all that happens to us we’re more than conquerors through him who loved us. 

(Romans 8:37 FBV). How are we conquerors? Not in our own strength but through him who 

loved us. That’s where the source of victory lies. 

 “You belong to God, my friends, and you have defeated them, for the one who is 

in you is greater than the one who is in the world.” (1 John 4:4 FBV). How do we 

overcome? By what we are? By the spiritual power we have generated? No: for the one who 

is in you is greater. 

 “Praise God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 

Corinthians 15:57 FBV). How does victory come? Not by our ability and power, it is given. 

And by whom does it come? Through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 For otherwise what does it mean when we read “it’s no longer me who lives, but it 

is Christ living in me. The life I now live in this body, I live by trusting in the Son of 

God, who loved me, and who gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20 FBV)? 

 Again and again this is the message of the Bible. So why do we want to turn our 

salvation into a “Do-It-Yourself” project? Our victory is due to our wanting to maintain 

contact with God, to ensure that our relationship with God is such so that He can truly win 

the battles. 

 For in all aspects of victory over temptation, go to God, and “
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Don’t be defeated by 

evil—conquer evil with good.” (Romans 12:21 FBV). We do not remove evil by 

concentrating on it. Rather, we crowd it out by concentrating on the good.  

 

Ellen White Comments  

 The wealth of your affection is to flow forth to Him who gave His life for you. 

Living for God, the soul sends forth to Him its best and highest affections. Is the greatest 

outflow of your love toward Him who died for you? {CCh 126} 

 In securing treasure in heaven, we place ourselves in living connection with God, 

who owns all the treasures of the earth, and supplies all temporal mercies that are 

essential for life. Every soul may secure the eternal inheritance. The Lord opens the fact 

before his people that there is full room for the exercise of their faculties, for the 

fulfilment of their loftiest aims, for the acquirement of the choicest and most enduring 

treasure. They may lay up treasures where neither fire nor flood nor any manner of 

adversity can touch. It is the highest wisdom to live in such a way as to secure eternal 

life. This may be done by not living in the world for ourselves, but by living for God; by 

passing our property on to a world where it will never perish... Every sacrifice made for 

the purpose of blessing others, every appropriation of means for the service of God, will 

be treasure laid up in heaven. {RH, April 7, 1896}   

 The influence of the Spirit of God is brought to combine with human agencies. 

The power is all of God but there must be a cooperation. The God of heaven does not 

work for man without his cooperation. The Spirit of God unites with the human effort. 

Thus it is that we become laborers together with God.--Ms 3, 1888, pp. 1, 2. (“Living for 

God,” September 25, 1888.)  {4MR 363}   
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