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3. A Royal Priesthood (2Q 2017—1 and 2 Peter) 

 

Biblical material: 1 Pet. 2:1–3; Heb. 4:12; 1 Pet. 2:4–8; Isa. 28:16; Exod. 19:3–6; 1 Pet. 

2:5, 9, 10. 

 

Quotes 

• In the Bible we are saved not simply so we can go to heaven and enjoy fellowship 

with God but so that we can be his truly human royal priesthood in his world. N.T. 

Wright 

• We have become part of a body, a nation, the body of Christ, a royal priesthood. 

God looks at us both as individuals and as a body, and He leads and guides that 

entire body. John W. Ritenbaugh 

• Nowhere in the New Testament is there set up a class of priests or clerics to 

administer any sacraments. Indeed, nowhere was there a clear separation between 

life in the home and life in church. What has often been missed in the discussions 

of the effects of all this is that it ruled women out of ministry in the larger church 

and indeed ruled them out of celebrating the Lord’s Supper as well, since in the 

Old Testament only males were priests and only priests could offer sacrifices. Ben 

Witherington III 

• As early as 1520, Luther had laid the fundamental conceptual foundations for 

created sacred space within the secular. His doctrine of the ‘priesthood of all 

believers’ asserted that there is no genuine difference of status between the 

‘spiritual’ and the ‘temporal’ order. All Christians are called to be priests - and 

can exercise that calling within the everyday world. The idea of ‘calling’ was 

fundamentally redefined: no longer was it about being called to serve God by 

leaving the world; it was now about serving God in the world. Alister E. McGrath 

 

Questions 

 If we believe in the “priesthood of all believers” why do we have clergy? How is 

it that we have adopted a different church order and structure compared to the early 

church? In what way do the concepts highlighted in this study impact our understanding 

of ordination? What does being part of the “royal priesthood” mean to me personally? 

 

Bible summary 

 The focus of 1 Peter 2:1-10 is the body of the believers as the central aspect of the 

meaning of “church.” It is not leadership or hierarchy or structure, but the very living 

body that is a growing organism that is not constrained by organizational boundaries. He 

sees each believer as a living stone that is being built into a spiritual house. In this way 

Peter rejects the systemization of religion that was so popular with the religious leaders of 

his time—and remains so today. In direct contrast to contemporary ideas, he tells his 

audience that they are all a holy priesthood. They are each being built on the chief 

cornerstone which is Christ. This is no human organization, but a divinely-inspired body 

that is living only for the Lord. Rejecting the idea of a separate priesthood and religious 

system, Peter concludes: “In complete contrast, you are a specially-chosen family, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God. Consequently you can reveal the 

wonderful things he’s done, calling you out of darkness into his marvelous light. In the 
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past you were nobodies, but now you are God’s people.” 1 Peter 2:6, 10 FBV. If we 

really believed and practiced this, how different would church be! 

 Heb. 4:12 reminds us of the power and precision of God’s word. This is the sure 

foundation (Isa. 28:16). Israel was to be a kingdom of priests (Exod. 19:3–6). 

 

Comment  

This is a vital lesson. As we examine 1 Peter 2:1-10 we are surprised at the 

difference between what Peter is promoting and the church with which we are familiar. 

We might begin by asking ourselves the question, “How does a church hierarchy fit with 

the priesthood of all believers?” 

While it’s right and proper to respect spiritual leaders, we must never rely on human 

beings to teach us what we should or should not believe. Beliefs such as the priesthood of all 

believers, individual responsibility, personal salvation and so on should make us all aware 

that we must think and understand for ourselves. As Paul so clearly says, “Everyone should 

be completely convinced in their own minds. (Romans 14:5 FBV). We are not to be 

dependent upon a human teacher, however brilliant and charismatic, for our understanding 

of God and His wonderful plan of salvation. For we are to be able to give a reason for the 

hope that is in us (see 1 Peter 3:15). As Matthew Henry remarked, “We should be able to 

defend our religion with meekness.” This means we need to know the truth personally and 

individually. 

 We have no need to follow any other self-declared spiritual leader. Rather we are to 

follow the Spirit of truth who will teach us all things (see John 14:17, 26). No lie can come 

from the truth, says John (see 1 John 2:21); and only by knowing what is true can we discern 

the lie. 

 Down through the ages there have been many false Christs, many self-proclaimed 

Messiahs who have proved to be false and their words lies. We need to make sure that 

whatever the claims, we test them by the evidence that God has provided in His Word. For 

as Jesus said, the Devil will attempt to deceive even the very elect at the end.  

 Knowing the truth as it really is: this is the key to true Christian fellowship. This is 

the way to avoid being side-tracked and led astray by the Devil’s distractions and false 

doctrines. How do we know the truth? It is as the Holy Spirit guides us (and we must 

follow) into all truth (see John 16:13). 

 We’re even counselled to test the Holy Spirit, to make sure of the Spirit that we are 

following. God is so committed to our freedom of thought and choice that he will not 

compel, and wishes us to make sure that we really are listening to the truth. 

 The idea of “just believe whatever you are told” is a very dangerous view, and leave 

us open to the suggestions of Satan himself. Just because you have some “warm feeling” 

that something is true doesn’t mean it is necessarily right.  

 You always need to check out what you’re being told. So what of the truth? What 

are we to do in evaluating Biblical interpretation? 

 Peter is adamant here. No doubt, no indecision, no scepticism! In this second chapter 

he sets out a very different spiritual organization than what was current—and different to 

what we practice today. The acid test of genuine Christianity is that it reflects the attitudes, 

beliefs and content of the gospel brought by Jesus. If any “new light” is given which 

contradicts Scripture, you can be sure that it is not light at all! 
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 Most of all, the central quality of the church is the royal priesthood, which means the 

whole body of believers, not some select group. This was Luther’s great rallying cry that set 

in motion the events of the Reformation. Surely it is now time to reclaim this vision of Peter 

and make sure that what we follow is not some structure or human authority but the spirit-

filled body of which we are all a part. 

 

Theological comment 

 “Priesthood of All Believers:  This Christian vocation, this life in the fellowship of 

Christ with a view to the salvation of mankind, cannot–from a biblical viewpoint–be 

equated with any “clergy” or professional group. It is true, indeed, that, looking back across 

centuries, one has to admit that the Christian churches have come, in many instances, to 

distinguish sharply between clergy and laity, between religious and secular vocations. But in 

the NT there is little sign of such a deep vocational difference. Quite plainly, the NT word 

kleros from which our English word “clergy” is derived cannot used to refer to a special 

group among Christians, but to all of them. Likewise, the word for “laity” (laos) refers not to 

a recipient part of the Christian congregation, but to all Christians again. 

 “Although it seems strange, both words denote the same people, not different 

people. All are called to one service, and all alike are God’s people. “You are a chosen race, 

a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people,” states Peter, “that you may declare the 

wonderful deeds of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light” (l Pet 

2:9)... The Christian life, then, is by definition a priesthood, a ministry performed in 

response to God’s call addressed to all sinners.... The ministry, therefore, is not an order of 

men religiously different from those who are supposedly mere “laymen.” It is not even a 

special group of persons. The ministry is a function of the whole church, distributed among 

its members according to the various gifts and capacities, and corresponding calls that God 

has given to each one. It is not a group of church officers. Rather, the ministry of the church 

is its obligation under God to minister, as His servant, in reconciling the world to God. The 

ministry of the church is its God-given function, its mission, its vocation.” Raoul Dederen, 

“A Theology of Ordination” in “Symposium  on the  Role of Women  in the  Church,” 

Biblical Research Institute Committee, General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, 

1984.  

 

Practical comment 

 “Unity in diversity is a call to distribute the authority, the power, the budgets and 

the privileges of the church hierarchy to the diverse segments of the church, i.e., the 

lower organizational levels, the local churches and the church members. It is a call for 

efficiency in fulfilling our gospel commission. It has to include all people and all places 

for the witness… Unity in diversity mandates against both kingly centralization of the 

center and any minority group seceding from the world church. 

 “My version of the basic premise for this glorious destiny is unity in diversity. 

The essence for this is to let God work among our members, doing creative missions for 

God. It means we have to enhance local church, local individual visions and dreams: to 

uphold their identity as God-given human beings to work for God either individually or 

collectively. We should not try to control our members or manipulate to obey according 

to human plans… We need to be open to diversity of opinions, views and practices. It 

doesn’t mean liberalism at all. I want you, the world leaders, to listen to the diverse 
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voices of our church, and to be sensitive to their diverse needs. We need to build the 

identity of many Adventisms among many nations and peoples, as well as we need to 

emphasize the spiritual unity of whole church worldwide.” Jong-Keun Lee, “The Word of 

God and Unity in Diversity.” Presentation to the Adventist Church’s Annual Council 

October 1, 2000. http://www.adventist.org/2000annualcouncil/lee_devotional.html 

 

Ellen White Comments 

Notwithstanding the Bible is full of warnings against false teachers, many are 

ready thus to commit the keeping of their souls to the clergy. There are today thousands 

of professors of religion who can give no other reason for points of faith which they hold 

than that they were so instructed by their religious leaders. They pass by the Saviour’s 

teachings almost unnoticed, and place implicit confidence in the words of the ministers. 

But are ministers infallible? How can we trust our souls to their guidance unless we know 

from God’s word that they are light bearers? A lack of moral courage to step aside from 

the beaten track of the world leads many to follow in the steps of learned men; and by 

their reluctance to investigate for themselves, they are becoming hopelessly fastened in 

the chains of error. They see that the truth for this time is plainly brought to view in the 

Bible; and they feel the power of the Holy Spirit attending its proclamation; yet they 

allow the opposition of the clergy to turn them from the light. Though reason and 

conscience are convinced, these deluded souls dare not think differently from the 

minister; and their individual judgment, their eternal interests, are sacrificed to the 

unbelief, the pride and prejudice, of another.  {GC 596-7} 

 Who are the subjects of the kingdom of God?--all those who do His will. They 

have righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. The members of Christ’s kingdom 

are the sons of God, partners in His great firm. The elect of God are a chosen generation, 

a peculiar people, a holy nation, to show forth the praises of Him who hath called them 

out of darkness into His marvelous light. They are the salt of the earth, the light of the 

world. They are living stones, a royal priesthood. They are in copartnership with Jesus 

Christ. These are they that follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth. . . .  {TM 422} 

 Let us co-operate with God. The Word says: “Work out your own salvation with 

fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good 

pleasure.” “Ye are God’s husbandry; ye are God’s building.” He wants you to co-operate 

with Him in cleansing the heart of all evil. He says that if we obey Him, He will make us 

a holy nation, a royal priesthood, and will give us the victory over our enemies. {AUCR, 

March 25, 1907} 

 The grace of God is the line of demarcation between God’s children and the 

multitude that believe not. While one is brought into captivity to Christ, another is 

brought into captivity to the prince of darkness. The heart of the one who responds to the 

drawing of Christ glows with the Saviour’s love. He shows forth the praises of Him who 

has called him from darkness into marvelous light. He cannot help using his talent of 

speech to tell of the grace which has been so abundantly bestowed on him; for he has 

enlisted with those who are striving to advance the glory of God, and has thus become a 

channel of light. Willing and obedient, he is one of the number called by Inspiration “a 

royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people.” {ST, January 25, 1899}   
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