
1 

 

2. An Inheritance Incorruptible (2Q 2017—1 and 2 Peter) 

 

Biblical material: 1 Pet. 1:1, 2; John 3:16; Ezek. 33:11; 1 Pet. 1:3–21; Lev. 11:44, 45; 1 

Pet. 1:22–25. 

 

Quotes 

• The way you store up treasure in heaven is by investing in getting people there. 

Rick Warren 

• The kingdom of heaven is worth infinitely more than the cost of discipleship, and 

those who know where the treasure lies joyfully abandon everything else to secure 

it. D.A. Carson 

• Many Christians dread the thought of leaving this world. Why? Because so many 

have stored up their treasures on earth, not in heaven. Each day brings us closer to 

death. If your treasures are on earth, that means each day brings you closer to 

losing your treasures. Randy Alcorn 

• It’s not what you’ve got, it’s what you use that makes a difference. Zig Ziglar 

• Treasure your relationships, not your possessions. Anthony J. D’Angelo 

• This is all the inheritance I give to my dear family. The religion of Christ will 

give them one which will make them rich indeed. Patrick Henry 

 

Questions 

 Is Peter only concerned to point to “pie-in-the-sky-by-and-by”? How do we 

define value in our lives? In what way do we understand this “incorruptible inheritance”? 

Why does Peter stress the importance of thinking and being prepared? Why does Peter 

speak about treasure and cost—what does this imply? 

 

Bible summary 

 In 1 Pet. 1:1, 2 Peter introduces himself as an apostle of Jesus Christ, sending this 

letter to God’s holy people. The bulk of this week’s Biblical material is from 1 Peter 1. 

The theme text is “This inheritance is eternal, it never spoils or fades, and it is kept safe 

in heaven for you.” (v.4). But also notice: “You love him even though you have never 

seen him. Though you cannot see him now, you trust in him and you’re filled with 

wonderful, indescribable happiness.” 1 Pet. 1:8 FBV. Also: “Make sure your minds are in 

gear. Be clear-headed. Fix your hope exclusively on the grace you’ll be given when Jesus 

is revealed.” 1 Pet. 1:13 FBV. And: “Through him you trust in God who raised him from 

the dead, and glorified him, so that you could have confidence and hope in God.” 1 Pet. 

1:21 FBV, These show us Peter’s concern for the members of the church and the love 

that prompted him to write. We are also directed to John: “For God loved the world, and 

this is how: he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who trusts in him shouldn’t 

die, but have eternal life.” John 3:16 FBV. Ezek. 33:11 speaks of God’s great desire for 

people to repent so that they may live. God calls on his followers to consecrate 

themselves and make themselves holy (Lev. 11:44, 45).  

 

Comment  
 Peter’s focus here is the ultimate objective: of being with God. This is why in his 

opening chapter he stresses the fact that we have been born again and that we have the 
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hope of eternal life in God’s presence. For this reason he encourages the believers to 

remain strong despite the trials they are going through. It also means they need to live 

right and to think of the implications of their trust in God. He appeals for them to be 

clear-headed, and to fix their hope on God alone. 

 So what do we learn from this first chapter of 1 Peter? First that Christianity 

exploded onto the world scene—there are already many churches, and Peter is writing to 

those in the Roman provinces of Asia Minor. The second main point is that Peter is 

writing to encourage believers who are experiencing hostility, even persecution. It is 

possible that this is direct persecution by the government—more likely it is societal 

pressures to conform and antagonism from other religious groups, or even family 

members. Most likely this letter was written towards the end of Peter’s life, around 

AD65, probably from Rome (see 1 Peter 5:13). Peter also used a scribe to record his 

thoughts since it is written in scholarly Greek (see 1 Peter 5:12). 

 Peter reminds his audience of the “living hope” they believe in, and the 

importance of continuing to trust in God despite opposition, because the reward for such 

trust is salvation. Consequently he urges them to think! It’s easy to be swayed by 

emotions, especially when troubles come. Peter points to the evidence of God’s 

involvement in saving the world, answering the issues raised in the great controversy, and 

the final conclusion in the return of Jesus. He talks about the “wonderful, indescribable 

happiness” of knowing the truth about God as revealed by Jesus, even though they have 

not seen him.  

 Peter points to the fact that we have been set free by Jesus—free to think and to 

do, to make the right choices as we follow him. He tells us to have our minds in gear, to 

think clearly, and to make our hope exclusively that which God supplies. All this from a 

man who previously was all-too-easily swayed by his emotions! Peter certainly learned 

many lessons, and now he wants to share them with those he truly cares for, looking for 

their best as they follow the glorious good news of God. 

 The result, as Peter says, is this eternal inheritance, which cannot spoil or fade, 

which is kept safe in heaven for every one of us! 

 

Ellen White Comments 

   In this hope of a sure inheritance in the earth made new, the early Christians 

rejoiced, even in times of severe trial and affliction... The apostle’s words were written 

for the instruction of believers in every age, and they have a special significance for those 

who live at the time when “the end of all things is at hand.” {AA 517-8}   

 Thus Peter wrote to the believers at a time of peculiar trial to the church. Many 

had already become partakers of Christ’s sufferings, and soon the church was to undergo 

a period of terrible persecution. Within a few brief years many of those who had stood as 

teachers and leaders in the church were to lay down their lives for the gospel. Soon 

grievous wolves were to enter in, not sparing the flock. But none of these things were to 

bring discouragement to those whose hopes were centered in Christ. With words of 

encouragement and good cheer Peter directed the minds of the believers from present 

trials and future scenes of suffering “to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and 

that fadeth not away.” {AA 528} 
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