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13. Major Themes in 1 and 2 Peter (2Q 2017—1 and 2 Peter) 

 

Biblical material: Isa. 53:5, 6, 9; Lev.16:16–19; Lev. 11:44; Rom. 13:1–7; 1 Cor. 14:40; 

2 Tim. 3:16; 1 Pet. 2:24. 

 

Quotes 

• Knowledge of God’s Word is a bulwark against deception, temptation, 

accusation, even persecution. Edwin Louis Cole 

• Religions that teach brotherly love have been used as an excuse for persecution, 

and our profoundest scientific insight is made into a means of mass destruction. 

Bertrand Russell 

• It’s not over until the Lord says it’s over. T.D. Jakes 

• A material resurrection seems strange and even absurd except for purposes of 

punishment, and all punishment which is to revenge rather than correct must be 

morally wrong, and when the World is at an end, what moral or warning purpose 

can eternal tortures answer?  Byron 

• The punishment of the sinner is not an arbitrary vengeance, but the due process of 

moral providence. J.A. Motyer 

• We should live our lives as though Christ was coming this afternoon. Jimmy 

Carter 

 

Questions 

 What have we learned from reading Peter’s letters? As we look at what was the 

focus of Peter’s concerns, how can we apply them to ourselves? While our situation in 

life may be very different to those of Peter’s readers, what enduring principles still apply? 

How do we see these issues raised by Peter fitting into the great controversy scenario? 

 

Bible summary 

  Isa. 53:5, 6, 9 speaks of the sacrifice of Jesus for us. Lev.16:16–19 refers to the 

process of atonement, while Lev. 11:44 tells us to be holy. Rom. 13:1–7 speaks of 

obedience to authorities, while 1 Cor. 14:40 reminds us to do everything the right way. 2 

Tim. 3:16 refers us back to the authority and usefulness of Scripture. 1 Pet. 2:24 (the only 

verse from Peter this week) refers back to Isaiah 53. 

 

Comment 

 The main themes of 1 and 2 Peter as suggested by the lesson are persecution (1 

Peter) and false teachers (2 Peter). However surely a better summary of Peter’s letters is 

that he wants to emphasize the supreme significance of Jesus as revealing God. He begins 

his first letter this way: “Praise God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! Through his 

great mercy we have been born again and given a living hope through the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ from the dead.” (1 Peter 1:3 FBV). While he does address other themes, this 

is surely the heart of his message that he has been preaching since the beginning of Acts.  

 Similarly in his second Peter: “Through his divine power we have been given 

everything that’s important to live a God-centered life. This comes through knowing him 

who called us to himself by his own glory and goodness.” (2 Peter 1:3 FBV). Peter, 

though also addressing aspects of practical Christianity, never wants to lose sight of the 
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God revealed in the life of Jesus. He wants to remind his readers that they can be assured 

of God in their lives now, and confident in God’s promised future. 

This is why he focuses on the coming of Jesus that led to our salvation; our and 

practical response to the knowledge that God will judge our actions at the last judgment; 

the hope we have in the soon return of Jesus. He wants order in society and in the church; 

and emphasizes the role Scripture has in providing guidance in our lives. 

 But most of all he wants people to see Jesus—and see him for who he truly is. 

Our role is to be Jesus’ witnesses, so the Bible says. We demonstrate God to everyone—

and not just those on this planet. What a responsibility! Makes you think, doesn’t it? That 

is our message. We too are a demonstration. The plan is that people can look at us, see 

Jesus and want to know him as a friend too. That is not to scare us, or to become 

preoccupied with how we look on the outside. Rather we need to realize the importance 

of who we are and how we live. We are to realize that we either help or hinder the 

spreading of the truth about God. We either say the Devil is right, or God is right. 

 We are to be a true spectacle to the world, and to the universe, of God’s 

wonderful goodness and his incredible salvation. At the same time we witness to the truth 

of the path we follow, and testify to the trustworthiness of the character of our loving 

God as revealed in the life and mission of Jesus.  

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Christ came to represent the Father. We behold in him the image of the invisible 

God. He clothed his divinity with humanity, and came to the world that the erroneous 

ideas Satan had been the means of creating in the minds of men, in regard to the character 

of God, might be removed. We could not behold the glory of God unveiled in Christ and 

live; but as he came in the garb of humanity, we may draw nigh to our Redeemer. We are 

called upon to behold the Lord our Father in the person of his Son. Christ came in the 

robe of the flesh, with his glory subdued in humanity, that lost man might communicate 

with him and live. Through Christ we may comprehend something of him who is glorious 

in holiness. Jesus is the mystic ladder by which we may mount to behold the glory of the 

infinite God. By faith we behold Christ standing between humanity and divinity, 

connecting God and man, and earth and heaven… 

 The only plan that could be devised to save the human race was that which called 

for the incarnation, humiliation, and crucifixion of the Son of God, the Majesty of 

heaven. After the plan of salvation was devised, Satan could have no ground upon which 

to found his suggestion that God, because so great, could care nothing for so insignificant 

a creature as man. The redemption of man is a wonderful theme, and the love manifested 

to the fallen race through the plan of salvation, can be estimated only by the cross of 

Calvary. The depth of this love even angels cannot sound. That God could consent to 

become flesh, and dwell among fallen beings, to lift them up from their helplessness and 

despair, is an unfathomed mystery. He whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, whose 

dominion endureth throughout all generations, made himself to be sin for us that he might 

lift up all that are bowed down, and give life to those who are ready to perish. 

 Oh, that men might open their minds to know God as he is revealed in his Son! 

{ST, January 20, 1890} 
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