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12. The Day of the Lord  (2Q 2017—1 and 2 Peter) 

 

Biblical material: 2 Pet. 3:1, 2; John 21:15–17; 2 Pet. 3:3–13; Ps. 90:4; Matt. 24:43–51; 

2 Pet. 3:14–18. 

 

Quotes 

• Day of the Lord, as all our days should be! Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  

• It seems to me impossible to retain in any recognisable form our belief in the 

Divinity of Christ and the truth of the Christian revelation while abandoning, or 

even persistently neglecting, the promised, and threatened, Return... If this is not 

an integral part of the faith once given to the saints, I do not know what is. C.S. 

Lewis 

• The doctrine of the Second Coming teaches us that we do not and cannot know 

when the world drama will end. The curtain may be rung down at any moment: 

say, before you have finished reading this paragraph. C. S. Lewis 

• The early believers were not looking for something to happen, they were looking 

for Someone to come. Looking for the train to arrive is one thing, but looking for 

someone we love to come on that train is another matter...With regard to our 

Lord’s return, we emphasize preparation without expectation. Of course, all too 

generally nothing is said of His return at all. Bringing in the Kingdom is preached, 

but not bringing back the King.... I’m not looking for signs. We’ve had plenty of 

them. I’m listening for a sound. Every time you see a scoffer who says there are 

no signs of His coming, you’ve just seen another sign. I’m listening for a shout. 

Vance Havner  

• What if this present were the world’s last night? John Donne 

 

Questions 

 How do we react to the message of “the Day of the Lord”? Do we need 

frightening messages of coming doom to persuade us to do good? Does God sometimes 

have to “shout” at us to get our attention? What do we learn about God when he acts in 

this way? What is at the heart of the message of the Day of Lord? 

 

Bible summary 

  In the last chapter of his last letter Peter focuses on the promised future. He begins 

by telling his readers to remember to think clearly. He refers to Scripture, and then leads 

on to his comments on the last days. He deals with those who mock the promise of Jesus’ 

coming, saying this world will always continue the way it has. He points out that time 

operates differently for God. Then he comments: “The Lord is not delaying the 

fulfillment of his promise, as some define delay, but he is being very patient with you. He 

doesn’t want anyone to be lost, but everyone to come and repent. However the day of the 

Lord will come, unexpectedly like a thief.” (3:9, 10 FBV). This should not alarm us, but 

encourage us to be expectant and eager. His final message is to “Hold on!” John 21:15–

17 refers to Jesus’ comments to Peter to “feed my sheep,” something Peter committed his 

life to doing. Ps. 90:4 explains that a thousand years are like a day to God. In Matt. 

24:43–51 Jesus tells us to be prepared and keep watch and not think there is a delay in the 

coming. 
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Comment 

 The Day of the Lord is going to happen. Doubt in the time can lead to doubt in the 

event. But no, says Peter, it is absolutely certain. The Lord will come. And as a result we 

should be looking forward to that new heaven and new earth, the home of righteousness. 

 The challenge is not to see hope as being deferred. The goal is to keep hope very 

much alive, and not to tie it in our minds to time limits. We need to continue to look 

forward to hope’s fulfillment, and allow God’s tree of life to heal our heart-sickness. 

 Our hope is in God (1 Timothy 1:1; 2 Corinthians 1:10; 1 Timothy 4:10). How 

amazing and central this hope. Romans 8:24 even says that “we were saved by hope”! How 

definite and assured this hope is. Here we see the meaning of this hope which is centered in 

the Almighty God himself… If you do not have this hope, how can you face the future, how 

can you live in the present?  

 Only the hope that comes from God can give what we all need the most: confident 

security in the present, and the assurance of a wonderful future in God’s presence. “This 

hope is our spiritual anchor—it’s both certain and reliable...” (Hebrews 6:19 FBV). What 

is the result? “Since we have such a confident hope, we are truly bold.”  “Christ living in 

you is the glorious hope!” (2 Corinthians 3:12; Colossians 1:27 FBV ). 

 Consequently those who hope are always looking upwards: looking for the 

realization of their hope, looking for the coming of their Lord, ever ready to say with 

tremendous happiness, “This is our God, we have waited for him, and he will save us.” 

(Isaiah 25:9 NIV). 

 For the Christian hope must bring a response. A response of readiness. As Jesus told 

his waiting friends, “Watch!’” (Mark 13:37). This means not being satisfied with the 

present. This means eagerly looking for a better world. Most of all, this means looking for 

the return of our best Friend, and the fulfillment of his promise: “the hope of eternal life 

that God (who cannot lie) promised ages ago.” (Titus 1:2 FBV). 

 For while we may have the end-time message, if we are not presenting God in a 

winsome way that attracts rather than compels through fear, then who would want to look 

forward to his return and spending eternity with him? At the heart of the Christian hope is 

the one we called Blessed, for this is the Blessed Hope. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Let a Christian walk with the Lord in all humility of mind and he is called narrow, 

bigoted, exclusive. If he is zealous, the world will call him a fanatic. Let him speak the 

truth decidedly with pen and voice and go forth in the spirit and power of Elijah to 

proclaim the day of the Lord, and he is called by the world excitable; they say he is 

denouncing everything but that which he believes. Let the Christian be whatever grace 

can make him, and the world cannot understand it. It is the unseen, inner life that is 

woven with the life of God, represented as hid with Christ in God, that the world cannot 

discern.  {1888 928} 

“The great day of the Lord is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly.” Jesus says: 

“Behold, I come quickly.” We should keep these words ever in mind, and act as though 

we do indeed believe that the coming of the Lord is nigh, and that we are pilgrims and 

strangers upon the earth. {5T 266} 
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