
1 

 

11. False Teachers  (2Q 2017—1 and 2 Peter) 

 

Biblical material: 2 Pet. 2:1-22; John 8:34-36; Matt. 12:43-45; Jude 4-19; Gen.18:16-33. 

 

Quotes 

• You can believe in whatsoever you like, but the truth remains the truth, no matter 

how sweet the lie may taste. Michael Bassey Johnson 

• Beware of false knowledge; it is more dangerous than ignorance. George Bernard 

Shaw 

• A man may imagine things that are false, but he can only understand things that 

are true, for if the things be false, the apprehension of them is not understanding. 

Isaac Newton 

• To thine own self be true, and it must follow, as the night the day, thou canst not 

then be false to any man. William Shakespeare 

• If one has the answers to all the questions - that is the proof that God is not with 

him. It means that he is a false prophet using religion for himself. The great 

leaders of the people of God, like Moses, have always left room for doubt. You 

must leave room for the Lord, not for our certainties; we must be humble. Pope 

Francis 

• I am in no mood to be deceived any longer by the crafty devil and false character 

whose greatest pleasure is to take advantage of everyone. Camille Claudel 

• The true messengers of the Lord are always rejected by the majority of the people, 

who prefer to listen to the false prophets preach a message of peace and 

prosperity. Thus it is today as well. Benjamin Baruch 

 

Questions 

 Why does Peter spend time dealing with the issue of false teachers? What picture 

of God could one draw from reading this chapter? Why is it so important to stress the 

importance of believing the truth? How do we deal with the concept of divine judgment? 

What of those who return to their sinful ways? 

 

Bible summary 

 In 2 Peter 2 Peter spends time dealing with what he sees as a very real danger for 

believers—that of becoming seduced by false teachers who couple destructive teachings 

with immorality. Such issues have plagued the church since the beginning, and continue 

today. It’s interesting that Peter points to their behavior as indicative of their falseness—

since their beliefs give license to their immoral actions. He says they are slaves to 

depravity, for “You are a slave to whatever conquers you.” (2:19 FBV). He concludes it 

would have been better for them not to have known the truth, for in turning away from it 

they have only added to their sins. Jesus in John 8:34-36 speaks of being a slave to sin, 

and that he is the one who can set us free from sin. He also speaks of the evil spirit that 

returns, and “the person ends up worse than they were at the beginning.” Matt. 12:45 

FBV. Jude also writes about seductive false teachers (Jude 4-19) who “follow their own 

evil desires, speaking boastfully about themselves, and flattering others to get what they 

want.” Jude 16 FBV.  Gen.18:16-33 recounts the story of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
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Comment  

 Worse than outside attacks are assaults from within. The false teachers addressed 

by Peter are far more dangerous than direct persecution because they warp the truth and 

distort the gospel message.  

 Divisions over doctrine and practice will become ever more common as the End 

approaches. However the true Christian will hold onto the truth as found in Jesus. Denials 

over Christ and his divinity will be at the heart of many deceptions, but to follow such ideas 

would mean a false understanding of our loving Heavenly Father. So the message is “stand 

firm” and look forward to the soon return of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. And as the 

end approaches we will see an intensification of hostility to the gospel even within the 

church, and more groups who will claim some special insight or who want to do God’s work 

for Him in cleaning up the church. But separation demonstrates the true character of such a 

movement 

 In our day-to-day experiences with one another, we play out the great controversy 

in miniature—the conflict and the fights, the love and admiration, the demonstration of 

whether we follow truth, honesty, right and so on. Read some of the material related to 

Lucifer’s fall, and you begin to see how insidious sin really is, how by believing a lie you 

can come to a position where right is wrong and wrong is right. In this process of self-

deception, Lucifer came to believe his own propaganda, it seems. What are the lessons 

here? How can we know the truth? How can we avoid being led astray by false teachers? 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 Truth is of God; deception in all its myriad forms is of Satan, and whoever in any 

way departs from the straight line of truth is betraying himself into the power of the wicked 

one. Those who have learned of Christ will “have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 

darkness.” Ephesians 5:11. In speech, as in life, they will be simple, straightforward, and 

true, for they are preparing for the fellowship of those holy ones in whose mouth is found no 

guile. {PK 251-2} 

 Faith in a lie will not have a sanctifying influence upon the life or character. No error 

is truth, or can be made truth by repetition, or by faith in it. Sincerity will never save a soul 

from the consequences of believing an error. Without sincerity there is no true religion, but 

sincerity in a false religion will never save a man. I may be perfectly sincere in following a 

wrong road, but that will not make it the right road, or bring me to the place I wished to 

reach. The Lord does not want us to have a blind credulity, and call that the faith that 

sanctifies. The truth is the principle that sanctifies, and therefore it becomes us to know what 

is truth. We must compare spiritual things with spiritual. We must prove all things, but hold 

fast only that which is good, that which bears the divine credentials, which lays before us the 

true motives and principles which should prompt us to action.—Letter 12, 1890.  {2SM 56} 

 Impressions alone are not a safe guide to duty. The enemy often persuades men to 

believe that it is God who is guiding them, when in reality they are following only human 

impulse. But if we watch carefully, and take counsel with our brethren, we shall be given an 

understanding of the Lord’s will... {RH, August 24, 1911}. 

 I am afraid of anything that would have a tendency to turn the mind away from the 

solid evidences of the truth as revealed in God’s Word. I am afraid of it; I am afraid of it. 

We must bring our minds within the bounds of reason, lest the enemy so come in as to set 

everything in a disorderly way. {2SM 43}  
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