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10. Prophecy and Scripture (2Q 2017—1 and 2 Peter) 

 

Biblical material: Isa. 53:1–12; Dan. 7:13, 14; 2 Pet. 1:16–20; Matt. 17:1–6; 2 Tim. 

3:15–17. 

 

Quotes 

• Ages when custom is unsettled are necessarily ages of prophecy. The moralist 

cannot teach what is revealed; he must reveal what can be taught. He has to seek 

insight rather than to preach. Walter Lippmann 

• Don’t call what isn’t prophecy “prophecy.” Don’t say “the Lord told me” if 

you’re not about to quote a Bible verse. Dan Phillips 

• Science has not yet mastered prophecy. We predict too much for the next year and 

yet far too little for the next ten. Neil Armstrong 

• The sacred Scriptures come from the fullness of the Spirit; so that there is nothing 

in the Prophets, or the Law, or the Gospel, or the Epistles, which descends not 

from divine majesty. Origen 

• I have made a covenant with God that he sends me neither visions, dreams, nor 

even angels. I am well satisfied with the gift of the Holy Scriptures, which give 

me abundant instruction and all that I need to know both for this life and for that 

which is to come. Martin Luther 

• Do not try to make the Bible relevant; its relevance is axiomatic. Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer 

 

Questions 

 How do we understand the inspiration of Scriptures? Why does Peter want to 

emphasize this? Why do we tend to focus on the predictive aspects of prophecy rather 

than the instruction God provides? What do passages such as Isaiah 53 and Daniel 7 

show us? How do the Scriptures reveal to us God’s priorities? 

 

Bible summary 

 Like John in his first Epistle, Peter points to his personal experience of Jesus as 

the Messiah. These are no “made-up myths... we saw his majesty for ourselves.” (1:16). 

He then refers to his experience with Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration. But more 

than just his own personal experience, Peter points to “the confirming word of prophecy 

that’s absolutely trustworthy” (1:19) He likens God’s word to a lamp shining in the dark 

until the day dawns and the morning star rises (the coming of Jesus). He also adds that 

understanding prophecy is not a matter of the whims of personal interpretation, since 

prophecy comes from the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, not from human ideas (1:20). Isa. 

53:1–12 is an excellent example of prophecy, in this case pointing forward to the coming 

of Jesus and the nature of the Messiah. Similarly Dan. 7:13, 14 references the Son of 

man, and in contrast to Isaiah 53 is the coming of the Messiah in glory. Matt. 17:1–6 

describes the Transfiguration, referred to by Peter (1:16-18). In 2 Tim. 3:15-17 Paul 

reminds Timothy of how Scripture shows us salvation, including verse 16 FBV: “All 

Scripture inspired by God is useful for teaching, for confronting what is wrong, for 

setting us straight, and for telling us what is right.”  
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Comment  
 The Bible is itself not “inspired,” since the Holy Spirit inspires people. The Bible 

is the product of inspiration, not of divine dictation. “The writers of the Bible were God’s 

penmen, not his pen.” (Ellen White, Selected Messages, Vol. 1, p. 21.). As a result, the 

fundamental themes and principles are totally in agreement. But the forms of expression 

vary, the styles are different, and the details do not always match. Instead of giving cause 

for concern, this should encourage us to see the way in which God works through us, 

humanity in all its defects, yet with an unwavering will to bring us His salvation.  

 “There is not always perfect order or apparent unity in the Scriptures. The 

miracles of Christ are not given in exact order, but are given just as the circumstances 

occurred, which called for this divine revealing of the power of Christ….  Those who 

take only a surface view of the Scriptures will, with their superficial knowledge, which 

they think is very deep, talk of the contradictions of the Bible, and question the authority 

of the Scriptures…. But… The illuminated soul sees a spiritual unity, one grand golden 

thread running through the whole.” (Ellen White, Selected Messages, Vol. 1, p. 20.). 

 God is sure and certain. He speaks to us, and assures us of His truth, His love, His 

trustworthiness. The Bible is His word to us. But it is modulated through our human 

language, and through our understanding. 

 There’s no question that prophecy is part of the evidence. But in another sense, 

the greater emphasis should be on the nature and character of this prophecy-fulfilling 

God. For even if prophecy is true, no one would want a relationship with a God who is as 

the Devil describes him. Consequently we have to look not only at the events, but at 

reasons and consequences. God is always working for good, yet in this world of sin tragic 

and problematic things happen. That’s another thing we need to learn from history—that 

sin is very corrosive to God’s kingdom and methods, that the innocent suffer with the 

guilty, and that God is affected too. 

 The issue is truly a question of trust. Not only whether God can be trusted to 

fulfill prophecy, but whether he can be trusted to run the universe wisely and well, and 

whether we will be comfortable and happy in his presence. Most importantly, do we trust 

God enough to give ourselves to him, so that he may repair the damage done by sin, to 

heal us from the disease of evil, to remake us into his divine image once more? Only then 

can we say we truly trust this trustworthy God. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 The importance of seeking a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures can hardly be 

estimated. [2 Timothy 3:15-17 quoted]. We should not be satisfied with a superficial 

knowledge, but should seek to learn the full meaning of the words of truth, to drink deep 

of the spirit of the Holy Oracles.  {CT 139}   

 The student of the word should not make his opinions a center around which truth 

is to revolve. He should not search for the purpose of finding texts of Scripture that he 

can construe to prove his theories, for this is wresting the Scriptures to his own 

destruction. The Bible student must empty himself of every prejudice, lay his own ideas 

at the door of investigation, and with humble, subdued heart, with self hid in Christ, with 

earnest prayer, he should seek wisdom from God. He should seek to know the revealed 

will of God because it concerns his present and eternal welfare. This word is the directory 

by which he must learn the way to eternal life.  {CT 463}    
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