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1. The Person of Peter (2Q 2017—1 and 2 Peter) 

 

Biblical material: Luke 5:1–11; Matt. 16:13–17; Matt. 14:22–33; Luke 22:31–33, 54–

62; Gal.2:11–14. 

 

Quotes 

• I have never heard anything about the resolutions of the apostles, but a good deal 

about their acts. Og Mandino 

• The New Testament says nothing of Apostles who retired and took it easy. Billy 

Graham 

• There is a time when every person who encounters Jesus, who believes Jesus is 

the Son of God, decides that they will spend their life following Him. Some 

people, like the Apostle Paul, make this decision the minute they meet Him, the 

minute they become a Christian. Others, like the Apostle Peter, endure years of 

half-hearted commitment and spiritual confusion before leaping in with all their 

passion. Still others may enjoy some benefits of God’s love and grace without 

entering into the true joy of a marriage with their maker. Donald Miller 

• Peter, the Leader of the choir of Apostles, the Mouth of the disciples, the Pillar of 

the Church, the Buttress of the faith, the Foundation of the confession, the 

Fisherman of the universe. Chrysostom 

• I so explained what the Lord said: “Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 

my Church,” that it be understood as built upon Him whom Peter confessed 

saying: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God,” and so Peter, called after 

this rock, represented the person of the Church which is built upon this rock, and 

has received “the keys of the kingdom of heaven.” For, “Thou art Peter” and not 

“Thou art the rock” was said to him. But the rock was Christ. Augustine 

 

Questions 
 Why is Peter such a valuable lesson in human behavior? What can we learn from 

peter’s experience? How would you characterize Peter’s nature and temperament? What 

was Jesus’ attitude towards Peter, and how did Peter respond? What does this teach us 

about the way God relates to each one of us and the issues in the great controversy? 

 

Bible summary 

 Luke 5:1–11 tells the story of the calling of the disciples, including Simon Peter. 

Peter identifies himself as “a sinful man.” Jesus tells him, “Don’t be afraid. From now on 

you’ll be fishing for people!” Peter identifies Jesus as the Messiah (Matt. 16:13–17). 

Peter walks on water to Jesus, but then sinks because he is afraid (Matt. 14:22–33). Peter 

promises Jesus he is ready to be imprisoned and die (Luke 22:31–33), but then denies 

ever knowing Jesus (Luke 22:54–62). Paul had to confront Peter over his vacillating 

attitude towards Jewish customs (Gal.2:11–14).  

 

Comment   
  It’s easy to identify with Peter! He shares so many of our very human traits—bold 

and outspoken, yet also unsure of himself and weak. He makes promises he can’t keep. He 

takes the easy way out. He lets Jesus and himself down. Yet he is also blessed with being the 
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first disciple to identify Jesus as the Messiah, of being one (along with James and John) to 

be one of Jesus’ closest friends, of being the church’s prime spokesman (at Pentecost) and 

seen as one of the main leaders. He even walked on water! 

 It would be interesting to develop a psychological profile of Peter. We know little 

about his background and upbringing, except that he was a fisherman from Galilee. But 

even that sparse knowledge could lead to some ideas. Maybe as a fisherman he did not feel 

as respected in society as he would like. Being from Galilee, with his Galilean accent, he 

was certainly looked down on by those of Jerusalem’s high society. He is often the 

spokesman for the other disciples, suggesting they tended to see him in a leadership role. 

Along with James and John, Peter is one of the leaders of the early church. However he is 

called to account by Paul since Peter found it difficult to leave behind his Jewish custom of 

not eating with Gentiles when reminded of this by some Jews (see Galatians 2). For his own 

part Peter also comments that Paul writes things hard to understand (2 Peter 3:16). 

 In his time with Jesus we see a man blessed with moments of insight yet struggling 

with the teachings of Jesus. He had a home in Capernaum, a town where Jesus often stayed. 

Jesus may have even stayed at Peter’s house—we have the record of Jesus’ healing Peter’s 

mother-in-law at his house in Matthew 8. Peter is privileged to be there with James and John 

on the Mount of Transfiguration. He draws his sword to defend Jesus and cuts off the high 

priest’s servant’s ear. Even though he can’t run as fast as John, he’s the one who goes into 

the tomb first. Twice he faces the Sanhedrin. He experiences a miraculous escape from 

prison. He sees a vision of a sheet full of unclean animals to encourage him to go to the 

Gentiles. And so on. He is very much human, a man like us, and one to be both admired and 

sympathized with. In Peter we see the issues of great controversy very much at play in his 

life, and is an encouragement to all of us. 

 

Ellen White Comments  

 It was necessary for Peter to learn his own defects of character, and his need of 

the power and grace of Christ. The Lord could not save him from trial, but He could have 

saved him from defeat. Had Peter been willing to receive Christ’s warning, he would 

have been watching unto prayer. He would have walked with fear and trembling lest his 

feet should stumble. And he would have received divine help so that Satan could not have 

gained the victory. {COL 155}   

 Peter had not designed that his real character should be known. In assuming an air 

of indifference he had placed himself on the enemy’s ground, and he became an easy 

prey to temptation. If he had been called to fight for his Master, he would have been a 

courageous soldier; but when the finger of scorn was pointed at him, he proved himself a 

coward. Many who do not shrink from active warfare for their Lord are driven by ridicule 

to deny their faith. By associating with those whom they should avoid, they place 

themselves in the way of temptation. They invite the enemy to tempt them, and are led to 

say and do that of which under other circumstances they would never have been guilty. 

{CC 321}  

 The apostle Peter became a faithful minister of Christ, and he was greatly honored 

with divine light and power; he had an active part in the upbuilding of Christ’s church; 

but Peter never forgot the fearful experience of his humiliation; his sin was forgiven; yet 

well he knew that for the weakness of character which had caused his fall only the grace 

of Christ could avail. He found in himself nothing in which to glory.  {COL 160}    
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