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9. Marriage: A Gift From Eden (1Q 2013—Origins) 

 

Biblical material: Gen. 2:18–25, Mark 10:7–9, Eph. 5:22–25, Matt. 5:27–30, 2 Cor. 

3:18. 

 

Quotes 

• Before man had any other calling he was called to be a husband. Henry Smith 

• The woman was made of a rib out of the side of Adam; not made out of his head 

to rule over him, nor out of his feet to trampled on by him; but out of his side to 

be equal to him, under his arm to be protected, and near his heart to be love. 

Matthew Henry 

• A man’s children are pieces of himself, but his wife is himself. Matthew Henry 

• Marriage is our last, best chance to grow up. Joseph Barth 

• What greater thing is there for two human souls than to feel that they are joined 

for life—to strengthen each other in all labor, to rest on each other in all sorrow, 

to minister to each other in all pain, to be one with each other in silent, 

unspeakable memories at the moment of the last parting? George Eliot 

• One plus one equals one may not be an accurate mathematical concept, but it is an 

accurate description of God’s intention for the marriage relationship. Wayne Mack 

 

Questions 
 Why is the subject of marriage such a hot topic today? Why did God initiate 

marriage? How would you explain the reasons for marriage—what is it for? Why is it 

important to go back to the beginning? How is God involved in the marriage relationship 

today? How does God “bless” marriage? How does marriage reflect God’s character? 

 

Bible summary 

 Gen. 2:18-25 describes how God made a helpmeet—a suitable helper—for the 

man. Jesus tells those who ask about divorce: “In the beginning, from creation, God made 

male and female. That’s why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined in 

marriage to his wife, and the two become one body. They are no longer two but one. Let 

no one separate what God has joined together.” Mark 10:6–9 FBV. Eph. 5:22–25 speaks 

to the issue of how husbands and wives should relate to one another. In the Sermon on 

the Mount Jesus makes clear that breaking the marriage relationship through adultery is 

far more than just the physical act (Matt. 5:27-30). 2 Cor. 3:18 speaks of the end-time 

transformation for which we long. 

 

Comment   
 Recent news reports are alarming. From India comes the story of a woman 

marrying a snake—a cobra, to be exact. (The groom was not present for the ceremony, 

however). From Sudan, the news that a man has married a goat, even paying a dowry to 

its owner. The Internet reports marriages to dogs, cats, dolphins, horses… 

So what’s the impact on the concept of marriage of all this? (And all the other 

discussions regarding how marriage is to be defined). Simply this: marriage as an issue is 

a hot topic. For marriage is discriminatory—it’s supposed to be! In our society where 
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plurality and diversity and non-discrimination are the watchwords, the idea of life-long 

marriage is out-of-sync. As one commentator put it: “marriage is not diverse enough.” 

Not diverse enough? What we’re seeing is the dilution of the meaning of 

marriage, the steady erosion of the principles that undergird marriage, family, and 

society. Principles like commitment, sincerity, trust. In the name of non-discrimination 

and diversity, we are told to embrace different ideas of what marriage should mean, and 

how it should be practiced. 

But there are good reasons to keep to the original meaning. Not just because God 

said so—but because it makes such good sense in terms of special intimacy, mutual 

support, family creation, long-term friendship, deep-founded loyalty, and all the rest. 

When God says that the two should become one flesh, he is not using fanciful images.  

Whatever the state may do in defining marriage, one thing is sure—Jesus 

identified the original meaning of marriage in his comments recorded in Matthew 19, 

referring his hearers back to the beginning. Jesus often went back to the beginning… In 

fact he goes on to say regarding divorce, that in the beginning it was not so (Matt. 19:8). 

Marriage is located “back in the beginning,” and was instituted by God in a very specific 

way. The fact that we are damaged and broken means that we live in a very different 

world to what God intended. All kinds of divergences have been experimented with when 

it comes to marriage—in fact polygamy is an early example of plural marriage recorded 

as far back as Genesis. But while we do not deny those who have challenges in the 

expression of their sexuality, this does not change the original intent of marriage.  

 The state has a vested interest in maintaining societal stability, and regularizing 

relationships. The concept of the state granting particular privileges to those chosen as 

special in people’s lives is not inappropriate. But if we accept that marriage is “a gift 

from Eden” then marriage is already defined. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 When the Pharisees afterward questioned Him concerning the lawfulness of 

divorce, Jesus pointed His hearers back to the marriage institution as ordained at creation. 

“Because of the hardness of your hearts,” He said, Moses “suffered you to put away your 

wives: but from the beginning it was not so.” He referred them to the blessed days of 

Eden when God pronounced all things “very good.” Then marriage and the Sabbath had 

their origin, twin institutions for the glory of God in the benefit of humanity. Then, as the 

Creator joined the hands of the holy pair in wedlock, saying, A man shall “leave his 

father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one,” He 

enunciated the law of marriage for all the children of Adam to the close of time. {AH 

340-1} 

 I have often read these words: “Marriage is a lottery.” Some act as if they 

believed the statement, and their married life testifies that it is such to them. But true 

marriage is not a lottery. Marriage was instituted in Eden. {HP 203.2} 

 God made from man a woman, to be a companion and helpmeet for him, to be 

one with him, to cheer, encourage, and bless him. And he in his turn is to be her strong 

helper. All who enter the matrimonial life with a holy purpose, the husband to obtain the 

pure affection of a woman’s heart, the wife to soften and improve her husband’s 

character, and give it completeness, fulfill God’s purpose for them.   {ST, September 6, 

1899 par. 12} 
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