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8. Jesus, Provider and Sustainer (1Q 2013—Origins) 

 

Biblical material: Heb. 1:3; Col. 1:16, 17; Job 42; Matt. 5:45; 6:25–34; 10:28, Phil. 

4:19. 

 

Quotes 

• If God loves intrinsic value, then he has got to be a sustainer of persons, because 

that means he is a sustainer of intrinsic value. J.P. Moreland 

• You will never need more than God can supply. J.L. Packer 

• What God does, he always purposed to do. Augustus H. Strong 

• Jesus Christ is the center of everything, and the object of everything, and he that 

does not know him knows nothing of nature, and nothing of himself. Blaise 

Pascal 

• Christ is the still point of the turning world. T.S. Eliot 

• Christ is the ocean, in which every drop is infinite compassion. He is the 

mountain towering above the mountains, in which every grain is God’s own 

goodness. Henry Law 

  

Questions 

 Why is it important to look beyond origins and see God’s continuing work today? 

How do we see God working his purposes out? Are we involved in this, and if so, how? 

Why is God’s character such a significant issue? What is the best way we can explain this 

to others? How can we go beyond all this to share how very personal our God is? 

 

Bible summary 

 Heb. 1:3 FBV says that “The Son is the radiant glory of God, and the visible 

expression of his true character.” Col. 1:15, 167 adds to this picture: “The Son is the 

visible picture of the invisible God. He who was before all creation, for everything was 

created through him—in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, empires, rulers, 

leaders and authorities—everything was created through him and for him.” In Job 42, the 

conclusion to the book, Job admits his lack of knowledge of God, the Creator and 

Sustainer. Matt. 5:45 reveals that God sends sunlight and rain on both good and bad. 

Jesus tells us not to worry, because we can’t add to our height. Nor should we be 

preoccupied about food and clothing (see Matt. 6:25–34), but we should be concerned 

about our eternal destiny (Matt. 10:28). Finally in Phil. 4:19 FBV Paul says, “My God 

will fill you with everything you need in accordance with his glorious wealth in Christ 

Jesus!” 

 

Comment 

 As we look up into the immeasurable immensity of space, and recognize our 

minuteness in the grand scale of the cosmos, it’s easy to be overwhelmed. If we are just 

accidental, without intent or created purpose, then truly we are less than dust. 

But if we are more—if we are the children of God—then we see with different 

eyes. The truth is that we are here for a reason. More than that, we were not made for this 

world alone. And ultimately, the heart of joy and satisfaction and meaning is in knowing 

that God made us, and saves us.  
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When I reflect on those times when I have felt so close to God, I realize that my 

delight has not been in achievements we so often define as success. Nor is there the 

lasting satisfaction in the things we usually chase after for enjoyment—the physical 

simply does not last, and eventually every earthly pleasure fades. Ultimately all our 

grasping after feeling good leaves us empty, unsatisfied. 

For this life cannot be all there is. “Our Creator would never have made such 

lovely days, and given us the deep hearts to enjoy them, above and beyond all thought, 

unless we were meant to be immortal,” says Nathaniel Hawthorne. 

Meant to be immortal. That’s why we seem so out-of-harmony here, in this world 

of sin and death where nothing lasts. God planned for us to live with him forever. As C. 

S. Lewis writes, “If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can 

satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was made for another world.” 

 God is both Creator and Sustainer of the universe. The ongoing involvement of 

God is as important to affirm as his original creative work. It reminds us that God is 

intimately involved in our own personal lives, and that there is progress and direction in 

everything despite the randomness and chaos introduced by sin. The reassurance of the 

Creator is that he is with us always, and that in the end he will make all things new. 

 As Jesus told the people of his day, “My Father is still working, and so am I.” 

(John 5:17 FBV). John explains that “Everything came into being through him; nothing 

came into being without him.” (John 1:3 FBV). Here we see the creative and supportive 

acts of God, revealed through the one who came to show us the Father. 

 

Ellen White Comments 

 He [Christ] came as an expression of the perfect love of God, not to crush, not to 

judge and condemn, but to heal every weak, defective character, to save men and women 

from Satan's power. He is the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer of the human race.  

{TMK 44} 

 The infinite God is the originator and sustainer of his work and his people. {RH, 

May 8, 1888} 

 Let not human wisdom dethrone and defy the great Sovereign of the universe. 

"He that made the world, and all things that are therein," He is the sustainer. All nature is 

but the working out of the laws which He has made, a manifestation of His sovereign 

will.--Ms 10, 1906.  {3MR 342} 

 Our life is in the hands of God. He sees dangers threatening us that we cannot see. 

He is the giver of all our blessings; the provider of all our mercies; the orderer of all our 

experiences. {HP 265} 

 The great Provider for man and beast opens His hand and supplies all His 

creatures. The birds of the air are not beneath His notice. He does not drop the food into 

their bills, but He makes provision for their needs. They must gather the grains He has 

scattered for them. They must prepare the material for their little nests. They must feed 

their young. They go forth singing to their labor, for "your heavenly Father feedeth 

them." And "are ye not much better than they?" Are not you, as intelligent, spiritual 

worshipers, of more value than the birds of the air? Will not the Author of our being, the 

Preserver of our life, the One who formed us in His own divine image, provide for our 

necessities if we but trust in Him?  {SC 123} 
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