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7. Through a Glass, Darkly (1Q 2013—Origins) 

 

Biblical material: Job 12:10; 1 Cor. 3:19; 6:19, 20; Gen. 3:17; John 12:31; 1 Cor. 1:18–

21. 

 

Quotes 

• I see little evidence in this world for the so-called goodness of God. On the contrary, 

it seems to me that, on the strength of his daily acts, he must be set down a most 

stupid, cruel and villainous fellow. H.L. Mencken 

• “The heavenly Father feedeth the fowls of the air”—and in winter he letteth them 

starve to death. Jules Renard 

• God writes the gospel not in the Bible alone, but on trees and flowers and clouds 

and stars.  Author unknown, commonly attributed to Martin Luther 

• I believe in God, only I spell it Nature.  Frank Lloyd Wright 

• When I look at the galaxies on a clear night - when I look at the incredible 

brilliance of creation, and think that this is what God is like, then instead of 

feeling intimidated and diminished by it, I am enlarged . . . I rejoice that I am a 

part of it. Madeleine L. Engle 

• Were there no God, we would be in this glorious world with grateful hearts and 

no one to thank. Christina Rossetti 

• I expect a good deal of the problem is that you are busy disbelieving a different 

God than the one I am busy believing in. Larry Wall 

 

Questions 

 How do we see God in nature? Do we understand him to be hostile or friendly, 

fearsome or loving? What can we say to those who “read” nature differently? What is our 

role in sharing wisdom with this world that has so much information? How do ideas of 

the meaning of physical existence affect our lives? So what is next? 

 

Bible summary 

 Job 12:10 (NLT) tells us, “For the life of every living thing is in his hand, and the 

breath of every human being.” While we may think we have much knowledge and 

understanding, 1 Cor. 3:19, 20 explains that the wisdom of this world is foolishness to 

God (similarly 1 Cor. 1:18-21). That this world is damaged, under a curse, is stated in 

Gen. 3:17. Satan is identified as the ruler of this world (John 12:31).  

 

Comment   
 How we see the world around us does depend on our beliefs. Even if we try to 

understand the natural world objectively, the conclusions we can draw are mixed. We see 

amazing complexity and evidence of design as well as beauty of color and form. Yet we 

also see nature “red in tooth and claw,” horrible examples of pain and suffering.  

 If we accept that this world is made by God, from the evidence of our senses what 

could we conclude about his nature and character? Somebody concluded that God really 

loves beetles because he made so many different types of beetle! Others may look at 

predatory animals and conclude that God is violent. Others still may look at parasites and 
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disease and conclude that God is sadistic. Or maybe they conclude from the natural world 

that God does not, or should not, exist… 

 The truth is that we’re looking through the damaged lens of our fallen nature at a 

broken world. Not only are we looking through a glass darkly, but the evidence is coming 

from nature that is not as originally designed. So what we conclude about God from 

observation of the world around us is very limited, and open to much debate. 

 Add to that our propensity to make God in our image, and it’s clear that we need a 

better way of knowing God. This is why he came and dwelled among us—so we could 

truly see God in action and come to know him as he truly is. We need “special 

revelation” as well as “natural revelation.” 

 The challenge for us today is to recognize what is blighted, and what is not; what 

still speaks of a loving Creator, and what speaks of the Enemy. In the parable of the tares 

Jesus told of a farmer who sowed good seed, but when the crop started growing, there 

were all the tares too! They were the mute testimony to the work of an evil man who 

deliberately sought to interfere with the farmer’s crop. When the farmer was asked by his 

workmen about it, he was very clear. “An Enemy has done this,” he told them. But he 

also told them not to uproot the tares, but to allow them to grow together with the wheat 

until harvest, when they would be separated out. 

  

Ellen White Comments 

 The mountains, hills, and valleys should be to us as schools in which to study the 

character of God in His created works. The works of God which we may view in the 

ever-varying scenes--in mountains, hills, and valleys, in trees, shrubs, and flowers, in 

every leaf, every spire of grass--should teach us lessons of the skill and love of God and 

of His infinite power.  {HP 9} 

 Although the earth was blighted with the curse, nature was still to be man's lesson 

book. It could not now represent goodness only; for evil was everywhere present, marring 

earth and sea and air with its defiling touch. Where once was written only the character of 

God, the knowledge of good, was now written also the character of Satan, the knowledge 

of evil. From nature, which now revealed the knowledge of good and evil, man was 

continually to receive warning as to the results of sin.  {CG 46} 

 How can children receive a more correct knowledge of God, and their minds be 

better impressed, than in spending a portion of their time out-of-doors, not in play, but in 

company with their parents? Let their young minds be associated with God in the 

beautiful scenery of nature; let their attention be called to the tokens of His love to man in 

His created works, and they will be attracted and interested. They will not be in danger of 

associating the character of God with everything that is stern and severe; but as they view 

the beautiful things which He has created for the happiness of man, they will be led to 

regard Him as a tender, loving Father. They will see that His prohibitions and injunctions 

are not made merely to show His power and authority, but that He has the happiness of 

His children in view. As the character of God puts on the aspect of love, benevolence, 

beauty, and attraction, they are drawn to love Him. You can direct their minds to the 

lovely birds making the air musical with their happy songs, to the spires of grass and the 

gloriously tinted flowers in their perfection perfuming the air. All these proclaim the love 

and skill of the heavenly Artist and show forth the glory of God.  {CG 534-5} 
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